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Ir was still dark outside 2 cold early mormng February darkness
The operating room was empty when Dr Surbu entered but
somebody had already turncd on the lights and started the hussing
steniizer brought m the fresh packs of sheets towels and gauze
sponges and now the room was ready brightly eager for the bust
ness of the day

Yet the day seemed to im—Nicholas Strbu twenty five first
year resident 1n anaesthesta—a continuation of his dreams Wakmng
and sleeping tossmg on us bed he felt that he had dwelt all mghe
long m this room. Since by no stretch of the 1magnation could he
arnive at getnng Petra to bus room 1t was here 1n this gleamng
white-tiled room under the bnghtly focused and mingled beams of
surgical hghts that he dreamed he took her 1 his arms and held
her struggling and fightng against hum It was here that he had
won over her 1n hus dreams made her hiy woman and bound her
arrevocably to fus life Peera 11l call her Petra when she comes m,
he thought 11 call her Petra to her face Everyone calls her Petra
It sounds funny when Isay Dr Petne

He heard a step 1n the corndor Wasitshe? No 1t was the student
nurse Betty comung with the teapot to draw bothng water from
the sterlizer ' Will you have some tea Dr Strbu?  she said, com
mg close to lum 2nd Jooking up at lum turning her face to um
because he was so tall and she was plump and shore. We are
baving tea 1 the dressing room You can come 1 1f yoy want.

He glanced at the dock Not quite seven durty He was early
Dr Tukkes the chuef surgeon was unpredictable lately When he
had came 1n to watch surgery as a clerk and medical student, Takkes
was always on me cven before the hour He demanded mibitary
exactness of his surgteal teams He was a martinet, 2 dictator but
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passionately that this was the only one for un Strbu Nicholas
twenty five, Doctor of Mediane now cast as The Anaesthenst.
- [} ¢

gapmg subway mouth. The rushing mass had thinned down to 2
tnckle a few individuals runming desperately to beat the tme clock.
It was eight past exght o clock He turned away from the window
Damn he thought where the hell are they:

Betty had come m agan, singing sofily to herself under the mash
while she undid with gloved hands the stenle sheeted armamen
tartum of surgery and arranged it neatly n gleamung rows on the
nstrument table

Where s the patient Nick? she said.

He shrugged  Outside 1 had he sent down when [ came m
half an hour ago She must be outnde bound and gagged and tied
to her cart

1 wish they wouldn t leave them hke that i the halls  she sard

It must be awful to wait hke that unable to scratch one s nose

even Alone

Theyhavenothingelsetodo  smdNick  butthedoctor Detty
the doctor must not wait. Every minute he warts takes the bread
out of his children s mouths Money not made ts money lost

Goon gether Make eyes at her while I get everythmg ready
she sud. Guve her a thall

Oh no hesad Its too close to the heart Betty Im not
wking 2 chance on g ving her palprauons  He picked up the
woman s X ray and clamped 1t on the illuminated view box

Betty stood bes de um What do you seet she asked  What
15 wrong with herz  Its arl anomaly of the aorta, he sud  Sce
that blind pouch that comes off 1t here (oLtbe lefe of 1t2 Like 2

enough lett tor the rest ot tne Douy et 0od Vessels teew L
n



WROle CHEST CAVIEY ARG ITS 10T 2 VEIy 01 CHGL
Her arrculation must be all messed up then  said Betty
Not only that he sud  but 1t's likely to rupture. And that
rings the bell every ume I read about 1t last mght Most of the
heart books were signed out to Stull though. It looks as though he
wanted to do the Job nstead of the old man
I hope he doesnt  said Betty  Idon t ike hum
Ditto
He snapped off the view box Iight and went out mto the hall
threading hus way among the procession of laden white-covered
carts The surgical patients having recerved prelimunary sedatves
were quiet their eyes covered by a folded towel thear charts suck
1ng out from under rubber covered mattresses He pulled them out
one by one Dolen Dr Carter prostate Mansfield Dr Schoudt
parotid Jukosky Dr Barradian clavicle Smuthfield Dr Judd
hysterectomy Rossmu Dr McMillan haemorrthoids  Watanabe
where was Watanabe Taikkes-Stull aneurysm? Morgenstiern
Dr Skazach burn dressngs Morgenstiern his mouth open and
without teeth was snornng
% An orderly came to Nick looking over Ius shoulder at the name
on the chart My patent hesad Letsgo Nick helped hrm
disengage the cart from the tight parking aganst the wall and
Morgenstiern was wheeled away
He followed the cart absently a hittle while twice passing the
cart where the slender Onental woman was lymg her eyes cov
cred looking much like a chuld the delicate body hardly swelling
the outhine of the cover and Nick, glanang at her did not stop He
paced through the corndor looking for her wath hus eyes but his
rund and his will taut toward Petra She wasn t 1n the scrub room
she wasnt m the officc She was 10 none of the other operating
theatres where she might have dropped 1n waiting for Tatkkes



room she wasn t watching Dr Judd she wasn ¢ wath Batradan tn
- vowv

what s that to you you punk¢ What can she possibly mean to you
what can you posstbly mean to her:
He passed the visitors lounge whete the relatives of the opem

fOrward the bu A siiuug s
man rased his head and Nn:k saw thc broad gently rounded
face which the window s lughlight outlined like that of 2 young
thoughtful and frightened Buddha

Her husband he thought In the agony hall T rught let ham talk
to her a mmute. No what s the good of that? He would only get
exerted and get her exated No exatement Dr Satbu No tem
perament around here When you have your hospital—

It was1 rge of sohid marble with a verigmous ramp descending
to the beach of the Pacific The rooms were sumple but gorgeous
No nurse was over twenty five and the solanum was glass-domed
so that one could see the stars Sup rntendent Strbu was hiving
1n the penthouse wath his family He had a private swatchboard
to handle the transatlantic and transpacific calls He souled at the
young Japanese and the man started to nse but Nuck went quickly
away This s tough nght now he thought but n a couple of
hours all wall be well He wall be standing 1n her room wondenng
what to do with himself ravenously hungry and very bored

He found the woman at last her stretcher nght beside hus oper
IS whoh

Matsy ber age twenty-eight and tucked the ciait ata wu
mattress while her eyes peeked at him almost mischievously from
under the folded towel
Hello Mitsu  he sard easly  Ticed of wattng out heree 11
take youn Are you sleepy?
13



Twas shesad They gave me something I don t remember
comng down but I m not sleepy now Are you the doctor?

He pushed the door open with his knee manoeuvrmg the cart
mnto the operaung room I am the one who il put you to sleep
he sud  Right now well get you off this thing and put you on
something more comfortable

He stgnalled to the arculang nurse Come on gtve us a hand.
Here get on the other side You are so ight, he sad to Mutsu I
could hit you with two fingers That s 1t. Is that better? he asked
reartanging the thin duveune cover wom to threads by daly
boiling and tucking 1t tightly and reassunngly around Mitsus
shoulders and thighs as a small chid 1s tucked m bed before the
song and story and the bedume prayer Is that better Mutsuz

She shufted her weight 2 littde on the operatmg table not yet
reahizing that this was 1t her eyes now eager and raprd like a bud s
now veiled and hooded when the waves of morphne she had just
recaved rolled over her and ebbed away Her breatung at all
tumes was shallow and oppressed as though she had been running
an exhaushing race As though thought Nick, every impulse of the
beart had to be followed by another and that by another before
the work of the first one could even be begun,

Yes shesud 1t 1s better Thank you she sad 1n her mmno-
cence  that was mice of you—— he read the word doctor on
her Iips but the lips remained half-opened on the protruding teeth
and a sigh half-choked came from her chest like a sob He noted
once more with musgiving the appalling shgh of her body the
sharpness of the jaw on which the skin was taut and the purplish
colour of the ips He sat on hus stool at the head of the operating
table and cupped hus hand around the side of her face secking
her pulse with hus finger tips and observing the peculiar quahry of
1ts rebound. He pulled the chart towards him Ius hand sull on the
Yevpmy womamn s teds und yured Yo read ner case'mistory

Japanese woman transferred from Chanty Hospital to Musurus
Hospital January 28 1954 on the recommendanon of Dr Theo-
dora Petnie. Age twenty-aight height, five feet and one 1nch
weight, aghty-eight pounds Father dead of TB Mother 1n
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Japan presumably lving Ogne brother hving and well The
patient 12 widow her husband having died 1n 2 motor acaident.

That man must have been her brother then thought Nuck rrele-
vantly

Two children lrving and well, four years and five months of age.
Childhood illnesses nclude measles m early chuldhood, whoop-
g cough at seven and  abscess behind the ear  (mastordinisz)
at pme

He felt her head move under s hand and snuggle m fns large
palm as n the hollow of a pillow Then she sighed agam and
turned toward hum her round black eyes lustreless under the
oddly pinched Orental hds

What's that forz she sad

Which?

Those things those bottles that are hanging upsde down on
the stands

Oh that, he sad, looking up The curculanng nurse and Dr
Bell the mtern, were prepanng the transfusions Two pint bottles
were hooked up already and on the tray beside the instrument

™ ned

at are

Youknow hesud. They told you They ll fix up that artery
thatsall.

Buthow shesaid withdrawing her face from his hand so that,
looking at him upside down as he stood belund her she could still
sechin  how are they gomng to do1t?

Why he thought 1 surpnise 1ts just junk what they say about
the poker faced Japs She 1nt poker faced at all Maybe 1ts us
who can ¢ read them but 1t s all there Why he went on thinking
while chattermngly reassunngly to her her face speaks just as plamly
as my sister s when I came 1n to scare her out of her nap and we
looked 1nto each other s eyes closer and closer until there was only
one huge black cherry m the nuddle of the mverted face

15



Look he sud to her youre supposed to slecp nght now
£ AN A ~ Tl ovevon

s
beheving smile pulled the lips apart so that the childlke face
became all at once worn hard and knowing  You won t They
never do  She sighed agan her choked mterrupted sigh and her
eyes sull closed Ive been through this before I know They
never do

She s nght he thought I never will I don t have ime There 1
go bluffing agam and  can t even fool a patient half dead and the
other half asleep and full of dope

Iwll  he said to both of them and he looked at the chart to
remember her name  I'will come Matsu and we Il langh together
about how scared you were and you will tell me Nick you were
nght

Nick  she said and then mouthed some words numbly and he
bent over her to hsten harder

The door from the serub room swung open and Petra came m
her hands straight before her her hair covered her face covered
all covered now m the shapeless gown bemg tied by the nurse
even the hands buned 1 the surgical gloves which snapped about
her wrist her hands square well muscled the square-fingered
hands active quiet eloquent abandoned the hands that once—
when was 1t yesterday :—had pulled hus ears

He had been 1n the Iibrary reading m the Archizes a long m
volved article about the artificial kidney—too awkward too 1mpos-
sible 1o sct up i emergenaies His artficial lung was so much
simpler such a simple 1dea 1f only someone would not think of
3t before he had 1t figured out and drawn and had made at least
one test and found 1ts faults and made corrections Then he d have
to wnte the paper and send 1t out and thatd be the begmning
Then she had come 1. Even thouph lus back was to the door he
knew at once that 1t was Petra It was as though he had divided
humself snce he had fallen an love with her and he the real self
had Ius hands out all the ume to catch a fold of her dress as she
went by He had wumed to her with a movement so quick so
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LI b And stared
w hum

She had come to lum then pulled 1n by hus hard demanding
look and then laughed and put her hands out to ham tuggmng at bus
ears patung them down fitng them to the side of bus face and

LY bes o oonoofomfirawav

of cartilage and a few statches thats 2l Pl 2 HUUL U v we
and that s over When do we do1t

No hesad [keep them that way 1 hear my voices betrer
that way

And your patients? How do you want your panents to take
you seniowsly [tke this Intle boy? she sd She patted his cheek

igme  butshe
was yesterday
- Would she be
angry: Would she remember 2
Hello Dr Petnc  he sad taking i avidly in one gulp of
desire the straight brows the blue-eyed snule above the mask, the
tall roundness and fankiness of her through the surgical gown and
then rapidly looking away as though she didn t matter  Hello Dr
Petnie 1n sharp forced syllables your panent 15 gettng cunous
now Shes beginming to fret.
Hasn t she had her hypo? sard Petra comeng nearer comung so
near that by moving a Lttle he cauld have touched her He moved
St~ M betouched.
s ago Dr Taikkes 1s late
canng over and examming the
patent closely her hands jomed and fumed away from the table
so that she wouldn t contamunate her gloves her face close to the
other woman s face which suddenly looked even greencr now éven
mote shrunk and morbid  Mitsu 1sn ¢ a bit wormed. 1 know my
gil Are you domg the anaesthenia Nickz
Yes hesud fam. His cyes on the chare ke pretended to
17



read. Then, fechng ker disapproval m the slence that fell, Sand~
strom 18 kelpmg  he sud. He was here a minate ago. Hell be
back.

Oh, shesud, the Chuef1s helpmg! How mce of Sandstrom.
Ske moved away He wated a mmute wmul the wrenching had
essed a irtl., then fipped back the pages of the case hustory swhich
had shipped vp on hus knees and went on reading

Mastordiass at nine. Scveral bouts of tonsdhts., When deven
years old, entered Mercy Hospreal for T and A but was sent home
without surgery the doctor having found some cardiac anomaly
He told her mother that her heart was too small or too large, she
does not remember which. She kad some difficalry keepmg up
with gym and was finally excnsed from 1. No fantmg ¢
or other cardiac difficulty In 1931 at fiftemn years of age, was
sent to relocanon camp where she remamed four years working m
camp ki.chen. Father contracted TB there and succumbed to 1t
Pauent took care of father was exposed to TB bot did not con-
tractat. In 1943 and m 1944 contracted pocumon and agan m
1949 the lower left hung showmg some areas of comsohidation.

Olkay Nick, lets get started, suid Sandstrom, commg m and
picking up the blood pressure cuff Quuckly he shpped the patient s
nght arm from mder the coverlet and wrapped the grey cof ughdy
around xt. Nick stood up and watched, Mitsus arm was so thn
that ehe coff bardly dented the pale flesh, so closely was 1t stretched
upon the bone. Mitsu tumed her head weanly towards the two men
but sad nothmg With a slow movement, sh wnggled free of the
Eead band. Nick stasted to replace 1t but Sandstrom stopped him.

Dont bother he sud. If they don ¢ ke their eyes covered,
don t msst. It 1s only meant to encourage drowsmess, If they are
not drowsy well—

Nick looked around the room trymg to see if there was an
chat would scare her The transfusion l%otda at the foot oﬁh:w:ll?li
were now draped and hudden from view Those at the head were
out of ber arcle of viuen

Blood pressure 1.0 over 9o sad Sandstrom, watching the
column of mercery £l back mto place. Here, mark 1t down.

18
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waang also wrapped and standmng near the wall therr gloved
hands Indden under a stenle towel Dr Stull came 1nto the room,
buoyant, shiung 1n his operating cotton slacks and short sleeved
cotton shirt his red hands before hum Betty empned a folder
of talcum 1nto them and then presented hum with the open gloves
Where are you gomg youz he sad His vorce was vibrant
asserttve and commandmg Just as hus face the angular long jawed
face of the Anglo-Saxon with the short, stubby red moustache was
the face of a man who gave orders a man who was to be obeyed.
Had Takkes felt that? Was that why Stull had been chosen?
Nick nodded toward Sandsttom  Dr Sandstrom i getting her
started I m gomng to call the Cheef to sec 1f he s n the bulding
Hell get here all nght, said Stull. [ m i chacge of this job of
"Taikkes 151 t around. We have a schedule to stick ta If he's late
we can t wait for um. What s the matter Betty: Did I say some-
¢thong funny ¢ Did I ackle your sense of hamours Do you thuk
youre at a showt Get gong start the IV Go ahead Sandstrom.
1m ready
Nick hestated 2 moment then not canng whether Stull should
see hum or not, he dashed out of the room and through the corndor
to the mam desk,
He seized the telephone dralled the Lobby Desk. Hi Dimwat,
he sad  has Takkes come m yet?
11l check, shesaid then after a moment No he 1sn ¢t signed
m.
-~ w - =it~ ¢ -~ adNck Dont
Stull 15 starting 2

Itshisservice sad Nick, butitsa free case and Stull s start
g st Tarkkes should be here, he should be here nght now -
Well, sad the clerk  if Stull s i charge and Tuikkes 15 late

1t s us funeral sntae? f
No sad Nick funously 1t isn t. It s hers maybe
19
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A sienc fell upon the room wath Sturbu s departure Asof Stull
thought all sound had been sucked out by the motion of the swing
mg door As though 1t was he the anaesthetst no not even that
the assistant to the anaesthetist who had been centre stage s0 that
even while he was speaking to Homsby Stull fele the mterest of
tus resident dwindle and diverge and s attenton focus beyond
hum beyond the tiled wall of the operating room wainng for the
sounds of other steps for a vorce other than his own

Stull stopped n mud-sentence Then as1f ‘moved by a pendulum
every parr of eyes in the surgical ampitheatre swung back from
the door to him and he felt the physical impact as sharply as a
slap Anget which he had contamed with such difficulty since the
moment he had wakened and found beside him his wife pretend
1ng to sleep (the face too closed too tight the breath too shallow
too short not the slow belly breathing of deep sleep but the
breathing controlled and racmg of 2 woman preparing her deceit
Iying to lum before she had even opened her eyes lymng unfor
givably Iuding her disapproval mn her sleep her distrust—how
could she'—her condemnation) anger rose chumed and broke

1 1

one s self than to hold one s own vom t1s
Abscrtly he watched Sandstrom wathdraw the endotracheal tube
from the unconscious woman s throat then slide 1t 1n agan The
20



el retched. Her repulsively fral body arched mself brefly upward
Her chest rose with the scooped parallel furrows between the nibs
and the breasts Livid and shruoken Sandstrom twarled the gauge
of the cyclopropane tank and she relaxed 2gam.  Come 1, Nick,
he sard.  Rarse her shoulders a bit

But Nick had stopped stll and tumed to Stull and Stull felt for
a second tume the shock of hus indignation. Why he thought m
surpnse the musgivings awakened m lom by Mitsus emacated
body now shifted and dismussed why the boy hates me ‘They all
hate me Why?

He looked around him Betty her table at last 1n order and the
nstrument tray at the foot of the operatng table adjusted on 1ts
pivot, was looking down at her folded hands Hornsby s and Bell s
eyes avorded hus The arculatng nurse tumed away from lum m
an unconsclous gesture mose eloquent than words There was
silence m the room a vord about hum substantial and real as 2
wall. Averted faces down-drawn lids Pretended sleep Dislike
He pressed s hands together motstened bis Iips under the mask.
Why he asked humself Then aloud Ready: hesad.

Sandstrom stood up the mask now m place the oxygen filling

1 - — r g

Stull nodded to the mtemn  Start soapmg her  he sad and
backing away watched the long swuls of foam massaged over
and over upon the plac flesh of her flank. Shell be all ght  he
said to Sandstrom stopping hum near the door

Sandstrom s hands fumbled nervously with his thick lensed
glisses Yeah, hesad, shesokay so far Im glad you re domg
1t old boy he added with forced humour and not L I wouldn t
wish 1t on my mother m law

But somebody s got to dot Sandy hesad I wouldn ¢wish
1t on anybody either but without surgery she hasn t a ghost of a
chance Come take 2 look at her X rays Youll see what I mean
Yeah, saud Sandstrom  Ive seen them Ive got a spnal to
get gomg before the D and C. His cold grey eyes distorted
a1



through the lenses remamed one moment on Stull s face—n cun
osity n commuseration t—then pivoting on s heel he went out

"The thick coating of soap dissolved under the rivulets of alcohol.
Then dipping the gauze spongem1odine the mtern started pamting

e nib-cage

1 should feel complimented thought Stull Hatred 15 a compht
ment 1n reverse of course but stll a comphment The ultmate
homage of the impotent toward the wimer 1ve never hated any
one mn my Ife 1 ve never had to hate 1 ve never sat that low That
fellow chere that Nick wich the protruding ears will never get
anywhere except through hus emotions the crude emotions of 2
peasant He Il never rise above them Unless——

Bending deep behind the sheet that screened off the patients
head from the surgical field Nick was checkmg the oxygen flow
Then for a fraction of a second his capped head emerged from
behind the tent and he glanced at the glassed m gallery above the
surgrcal floor And that glance was so aumed so direct and bare
that Stull turned also and looked up

Petra he sud i surprise  what are you domg up there? You
were scrubbed werent you: Werent you gomg to assst to
help me:

Slowly she shook her head without speaking looked at him
looked away and then forced her eyes toward him agam with the
mvoluntary caress of her dark lashed blue cyes She bad pulled
down her mask now and 1z hung on her chest with the warm stan
of hipstick 1n the muddle like a pendant on 2 chan No the eyes
sud not for me—or else no not for you Which?

He smuled at her romcally slowly just long enongh to make her
understand that 1t was a matter of no smportance to lum whether
having prepared herself to asst Taikkes she was unwilling to
asist bum He did not need her help It was sunply a gesture of
courtesy toward Tatkkes whose favounte she was He had hus rest
dents hus incerns He did not beheve 1n women physictans 1n
women sutgeons In certam hospitals in Europe women were not
allowed 1n the operatng room It made for greater unity of pur
pose for smglencss of thought. Domng the job Domg 1t successfully
That was everythung And 1t was enough.
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Scalpel  he said to Betty and at last, ngid with power with
the Joy and certitude of success be came to the table

Raprdly he began to work. The knife defily descnbed the arch
g maston over the fifth uib and the resident s forceps grasping
the edge of the skin held 1t apart The scalpel returned to the apex
of the masion retraced 1ts path entered deeper mto the fasqa.
The mtern caught the edge of the cut blood vessel with haemostats
on cach side of the wound then touched the gauze sponge to 1t
absorbing the sngle growing red drop which followed the down
stroke of the blade The sterile towels were draped covenng the
side of the chest so that now nothing of Mitsu remaned m sighe
except a rectangle of whitish, bluish membrane covering the erght
inch length of nb exposed. With neat, repeated strokes the scalpel
began divading the muscular wall which covered the heart.

Petra kept her cyes averted unnl the chicking of the forceps told
ber that the first incision was made It was an absurd squeamishness
or course one that she would rather dte than admut to ‘Takkes for
mstance but she did not lke to sce the fint weaston. Fifteen years
of medical practice had not eased 1t from her nund. She probably
would never get over 1t Not that 1t mattered. She was a diagnos-
ticzan not a surgeon. The munor emergency surgery she occasion
ally kad to perform for her patients the lancmng of 2 Bartholn
abscess a deep-set splinter to be removed a cut to be sutched, she
did easily with the same skill that had made Dr Tarkkes say when

L - - P 5 - - 1

down lus surgrcal residency She wanted her pauents awake, not
asleep mot dormant not anonymous under the sheet which covered
them duning the operation. She liked people, she felt their needs
she heard their secret vorces sharply clearly under the hewtant or
the disgused complants 1 the i room. She wanted to
dragnose to advise to encourage The rest was up to the men.
She watched Dave Stull working with fus usual competence,
dimding ligating reflectng the pinsfully slender coating of muscle,
notmg that hus nterns and the chuef reudent, Homsby humself,
treated bum now with the same deference with whch they dealt
23




through the lenses remamed one moment on Stull s face—n cun-
osity 1n commuseration t—-then, prvoung on hus heel he went out

The thick coating of soap dissolved under the rvulets of aleohol.
Then dipping the gauze sponge miodme the ntern started panting
the nb-cage.

1 should feel complimented, thought Stull. Hatred 15 2 compht
ment, 1n reverse, of covrse, but soll a comphment. The ulamate
homage of the 1mpotent toward the winner Ive never hated any-
one m my hfe Ive never had to bate I ve never sat thatlow That
fellow there, that Nick with the protruding ears wall never get
anywhere except through his emotions the crude emotons of 2
peasant. He Il never nise above them. Unless——

Bending deep behmd the sheet that screened off the panents
head from the surgical field, Nick was checking the oxygen flow
‘Then for a fracton of a second, his capped head emerged from
behind the tent and he glanced at the glassed m gallery above the
surgical foor And that glance was so aumed, so direct and bare
that Seull turned akso and looked up

Petra he sud in surprse, what are you domng up there? You
were scrubbed, werent you: Weren¢ you gomng to assst, to
help me:

Slowly she shook her head without speaking looked at hum
looked away and then forced her eyes toward lum agam wath the
mvoluntary caress of her dark lashed blue eyes. She had pulled
down her mask now and 1t hung on her chest with the warm staun
of Lipsuck m the middle ltke a pendant on a cham, No the eyes
sad, not for me—or else, no not for you, Which?

He souled at her wroncally slowly just long enough to make her
understand that 1t was a matter of no mportance to lum whether
having prepared herself to assist Takkes she was unwilling to
assist hem. He did not need her help It was ssmply 2 gesture of
courtesy tow ard Tatkkes whose favounite she was He had hus resr-
dents bis mnterns He did not belteve 1 women physinans m
women surgeons In cestan hospitals in Europe women were not
aflowed 1 the operatng room It made for greater unity of pur
pose for smgleness of thought. Downg the job Domng 1t successfully
That was everything And 1t was enough.



Monastety of the Oblates of St Bede Dr Garth Tatkkes was to be
no more Instead there would be Garth Tatkkes postulant novice
and later Brother Aloysius of the Oblates And that for Tarkkes
had been the final blow

Poor old Tatkkes thought Petra commuseratmgly watching the
younger man operate the man who i a few years would be taking
over us p]acelhls o‘f_ﬁcc Ins pattents and who so close to the goal

- r ~

He 1s finshed he 15 letng go v

Regret for the man he had been and could still be—he wasnt
sixty yer physically strong and surgically and mentally a guant
and as a lover a damn good lover She owed lam her sanity m
that awful nme when she had divorced Herb and remamed alone
Regret muixed with resentment mn Petra as she looked at Dave
Stull cool authontanve barking orders and bemg obeyed with
dishke and with jealousy perhaps but also with unwillmg ad
muration

He was domg the job He was domng 1t well Taikkes had not
erred 1 choosing Dave Garth having deserted for hus herr and
successor At thurty very young for 2 surgeon Dave Stull was a
master and he was growmg stll He was bold he was ingentous
and he was featless Whether he was human or not had very lile
to do with surgical techmque It had everything to do with humself
as 2 man But that of course was something that only his wife
would know and suffer from the show gul he had marned but

r haah ~ dnd nnk AF LS A R
t

them Nothing 15 ever done nothmng 15 ever finished no gesture
15 ever forgotten no action cver dies The past 15 not 2 dead pond
mto which we may throw our discarded youth. The past 15 a
great womb the fernle uterus wiich breeds our own monstrous
tomorrows
Her glance shiftng from the red-stamned gap of the operative
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sheet turned to the anaesthetist behind the screen I should not
have spoken to um yesterday she thought He doesn t know any
one here he 1s Jonely Hes probably heard sbout my affur with
Takkes He may think I'm to be had. Let hum try she thought
contemptuously Let him just look at me agam wath that ravenous
look of hus I1lslap hum down 11l put hum 1n his place It s about
time I did
In the theatre below things were progressmg now Stull pent
osteum elevator m hand was dissecung the length of rib for re-
moval a step necessary for a good exposure of the heart She heard
the soft burr of the Gigly saw the snap of the fractured bone and
Dave Stull s vorce agamn
Illremove twomibs  he was saying to Hornsby Itisn t essen
"bed but 1t I save us
work bind  He bent
[

All nght, he sud take 1t of Homsby lfted the second
fength of bone with lus forceps and deposited 1t 1 the basin at hus
side Thereitss sad Dave

Petra leaned her forehead agamnst the glass partition of the gallery
and watched the slow flutter of the tissues the twin grooves of the
nb bed pulsating with each uneven ntake of breath.

How s the blood pressure Nick? sard Dave He wasted listen
ng for the answermg squeeze of the blood pressure bulb us scalpel
ready to mese the pleura and to reach at last the heart
, Pulsc nmety-eight  sud Nick.  BP 110 over eighty Drop-

ng
LSRR I R DU S
" Start the
stocted the
transfusion tube and released 1t adjusting the speed of blood flow
carefully watchung 1t a minute to make sure the filter was workng
then be nodded to Stall  Okay
Under the rush of outude air into the chest cavity the lung
encased 1n 1ts pleura collapsed with a soft huss Nick started press-
g the air balloon connected through the mask to the other lung
which filled collapsed refilled as 1 natural breathing
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Stull unhurned, watched the lung s hesttant excursion the bare
palpitating lung soot stamed smoke-stamed 1ts dack colour telling
the long history of the aty dweller the factory worker the stum
dweller the buyer of cheap contamunated arr of 1mpure breath. I
shall have to move thought Stull get out of the aty commute
He waited for a slower more controlled thythm  Not so fast
doctor ke told Nick. Dont get excited Ten twelve times 2
munute 18 plenty Up  he rassed Ius arm Iike an orchestra con-
ductor down lke this Up—down—up-—down Getitz

Nick s eyes followcd the gesture then his hcad dmpped agam
The lung exp d and d agam, more d ly tent
tvely as though already tired.

Thatsit sad Dave Stull  Keep 1t up but don t rush. Now
he said to Hornsby  put 1n the spreader

Nick s voice rose muffled under the sheet. I wish someone
would get Dr Sandstrom

Go get Sandstrom, sad Homsby to the crculating nurse

Hesm C Alecs operating room or else i the office

1llgo sad Petra Tying on her mask, she came down the steps
- 1

you expect?
Do you think shell make 1t? she asked 1n 2 voice whach he
r ,

v
strom the kad s panscking That s 2 good girl
You ve got to talk to them m their language He was learning to
You ve got to call them  guls no matter which side of forty they
ate siting on no matter how broad the beam. She was close to
forty one way or the other be didn t care which. She had never
appealed to lum and the knowledge that others found her attrac
tive always surpnsed hum. He couldn t see 1t. He couldn ¢ stand
women physiians Nurses yes mudwives yes obstetnicans or
pediatnicians he placed m the same category with women lawyers
or women preachers The bunk. Show-offs Between the two hed
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sheet turned to the anaesthetist behind the screen. I should not
have spoken to hum yesterday she thought, He docsn ¢ know any
one here, he 13 lonely He's probably heard abont my affair with
Takkes He may think I'm to be had. Let him try she thought
contemptuously Let hum just look at me agam with that ravenous
look of hus 11I slap bum down. T1I put hum n hus place Its about
ame I did.

In the theatre below things were progressing now Stull pen-
osteum elevator m hand was dissecting the length of b for re-
moval a step necessary for 2 good exposure of the heart. She heard
the soft burr of the Gigly saw the snap of the fractured bone and
Dave Stull s voice agam

1l remove two ribs  he was saymng to Homsby Itisntessen
wal. T could get at the aorta through one nb-bed, but 1t Il save us
alot of fumbling 1n the dark. I don t like to work blnd. He bent
over the field and divided the next nib !

All nght, he sud  take 1t of Homnsby Ifted the second
length of bone with hus forceps and depostted 1t 1n the basm at hus
side Theresess  said Dave.

Petra leaned ber forchead agamst the glass partinon of the gallery
and watched the slow flutter of the tissues the twn grooves of the
1ib bed pulsaung with each uneven mtake of breath.

How s the blood pressure Nick¢ said Dave He warted Lsten
g for the answenng squeeze of the blood pressure bulb hus scalpel
ready to mcuse the pleura and to reach, at last, the heart.
ngPulse nmety-cight, sud Nick. BP 110 over eighty Drop-

Dr Stull s hand ughtened around th
blood, he sad. fo: about to go u: scclpel andle - St the

Without nsmg Nick reached the clamp which constricted the
transfusion tube and released 5t adjusting the speed of blood flow
carefully watchung 1t a mimnute to make sure the filter was working
then be nodded to Stull. Okay

Under the rush of outside a1r 1m0 the chest cavity the lung
encased 1n 115 pleura, collapsed with a soft huss Nick started press-
mng the air balloon connected through the mask to the other Tung
whch filled, collapsed refilled as in natural breathing
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He ought to work 1 a garage Thats the place for bim, sad
Stull 1n 2 low voce Then louder  All nght now keep 1t gomng
Thats better Thats 1t Neatly bis probe pressed upon the aorta

think there s 2 bigger one descnbed 1n medical hustory! L1 have to
wste a paper on 1t, Here  he said, backing out  put your hand 1n
1t and judge for yourself
1cansee  sad Homsby leaning forward. Its almost as big as

the heart Do you think you can fix te

Dr Stull ted to control the exultation ke felt from showing m
hus voice. You fool he wanted to shout go back to your burions
With your tirmdities and your doubts you are not worthy of look
1o mto the Arch of Allance Three tumes I ve been challenged
smce [ entered this toom half an hour age and before [ came
here Dido presumed to tell me to give up Watch and see 1drots
watch how I fix st Tomorrow you will not be asking me

Aloud mnacold voice hesasd  Icantry Andy the haemostats



3

DavE STuLL was pacing back and forth from the bedroom to the
bathroom to the bedroom agam from one end of 1t to the other
and out to the kitchen—there very briefly—and mtd the bedroom
agan not nowsily not bangmng things but with no cffort at quiet
not carmg really whether he woke her up or not And all that
tme curled up m bed knees agamst her chin she kept up the pre-
tence of sleep her face turned away to the wall breathing slowly
He had hus coat on at last and found hus keys She heard lum near

the door of the hall checking the contents of lus brief case a5 be
10 LEE L £ ke

1
relief she let go of her tenseness and her body half turned 1n bed.
Just then he came back into the bedroom

So you are awake he sad And by his voice she knew that
all that had happened last mughe the kisses and the happy caresses
the hot, wild words and the loss of each i the other were as though
they had not been As though for hum as well as for her Drdo

leep had come 1 when he had tumed off the hghes after therr
quarrel last ught As though they had slept side by side cach on
hus side of the combmation radio table—but hus bed was not dis-
tutbed—and were nsing now  strangers

She stretched her toes pomnted he back arching  Hello  she
sad Y;m 1 dressed. What time 15 ¢2

Itsalmostseven hesad  and I'm operaung at exght

She dlosed her eyes Not that, she t}lmf;;t ’e%s nmg talk about
thatagan  You veeaten?  she asked

There s no coffee left, he sad. 111 stop at the drugstore 1
drank all there was of the milk, I'm not asking the impossible
Dido when I demand breakf st
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She sad nothing

Did youbear me?  henusted, standing bestde her bed, Jooking
down at her so tall, looking down from so far away hus hat on his
head, bnef case under his arm, looking like a judge or a teacher
wath only the cane or the gavel musstng she though, looking up
at hum through half-closed eyes

Yes shesad I heard you. Go on, get out, bad man. Get out
before I thunk I ve had a mightmare.

Dave, she sard when he was near the door agam, come back
here. She sat up the covers falling about her waist.  Aren ¢ you
gomg to kiss me: shesad He leaned over her kussed her angnly
amlessly and the side of hus brief case hut her breast and 1¢ was as
though he had done 1t on purpose as though he had managed at
lase to hurt her where he wanted to hurt her to hure her as 2
woman to punsh her for his needing her as much as he did. And
the words which were comng to her mouth, the good show words
which bring luck to the performer the hope you {l break a Ieg.
the rub the rabbit s foot, all the hittle ntual of one showman to
another were choked down and lost. She did not ary our she kept
her hands as they were ughe at her ade but after he had left, she
remembered.

Soundlessly she laughed m bed, rubbing her brusse since he was
gone now and she could hurt. She laughed because she couldn ¢
help 1z, she was meant to be beaten. One vay or the other but
always legally she was to carn her living by beng beaten, There
was a play called He Who Gets Slapped Well, 1t was ke that for
her too 1t seemed. She Who Gets Ht It was wnitten m the stars
she supposed by whoever does the castng and Drdo Stull, no
‘more than Dido Lavalhere, no more than Dorothy Miller conld do
anything about 1r. She was type-cast and that was that.

She got out of bed, found a cigarerte, Lt st and went to the
Lkirchen. He had been nght. There was no coffee No frut juce
eather She would bave to order both. She would make a bst long
enough for ten years and pack 1¢ all mto the kitchenette so that it
wouldn t happen agam, so he wouldn t beangry agam. Sheshrugged
her shoulders There would always be sometlung

ButI won ¢ be slapped, she thought and then repeated 1¢ steppmg
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onth bath.oom scales, watchmg with surpnse the pomter by-pas
the accostomed place. I m gammg weght, sk~ thonghe 1 wouldat
be worth anythmg at the Bhtz any more. I wonldn t bave to st
myselfasTused to but I couldn ¢ dance any more. Not now Acd
Iwon ¢ be shipped. Spanked, yes, I'm used to 1t. Beaazs. th was
ajobandIgo paid forat And ] knew what I was getmng mta.

Bu:youmﬁﬁnﬂ.sbcmdm}'_—mdﬂgamgund:!&
shower and lettmg the cool water rem down hard all over ber znd
wash out the pam and the sham and, above all, the caressss of
the mghs thar she didn ¢ want anv more. I was fifteen and we wese
all broke as kel and [ didn ¢ Jook 3 day over tea vears old and
nobody remembers anyway Forty dollars 2 week was more thaa
Dad ever mad. 1 bus Ife. And Dad was on rehef.

It had been 2 stroke of luck really ther gomg down to Venice,
Flonda, way back m 1939 She was six vears old then. Sk sall
remembered the ldng tnp that was och a bk m her fabers
anaent Chevvy the four chuldren packed among the d.brs of the
hoes hold m the rear the bedsprings of the on good bed n~d 02
top of the car and mother 1n front with the yorngest, Lal Joo
who was only three months old. It had been 2 long tup from
Opportemuty Kansas. Twice they stopped m tounsts cabums and
once thev had dep m a real hous,, that of Dad s uncle where they
Bad all ba.bed and eaten 2 real fill-up and stayed two days before
sartng agam. Urde Frank had given Dad some money twen'v
dollars, t0 belp get started and that had pad for the rest of the
tnp By the nme they got down to Vemsce where 2 faend of Dad's
mem&.thcwu.h:rhzdgmvmqmmmldwd:hcy}nd
snow down there for the first ime m years. Dad kad found 2 job,
’-‘°bwm‘hm“"=l>hn=[u'mbodymdzpmdmon€)’
enough for Mother to do with now that everythmg had to b
b"“%’;ﬁ“‘“’“mg"dm. or rather the man whose house 1
I Ot peImt anyen  to ra.sc anythmg m the garden

Th. man didn ¢ kive there any more and wou!diu; for a long
while. He w23 m the pententiary 1t seemed, for mncome tax eva-
sien, bus tha. was only th apparsnt reason. There were others
tha. everybodv scemed to kmow bue they the chuldren, were not
supposed to know about 3 nor even to speak of 1., They hved mm
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the back of the house the front beang kept closed and only m
spected at mtervals by Mother while Dad took care of the grounds
The garden was huge cven for httle Kansans with the fenceless
sweep of pramies 1n the back of ther eyes but 1t wasm ¢ the kind
of garden that one could play 1n. It was gravelled paths and regular
spaced bushes and, although 1t was Flonda not an orange tree
But they had plenty of food and Mother got a few chickens the
second year which she kept out of sight behind the house Dad
sard nothing about 1t even though he had made such a scene when
she bad tnied putting m the beans and bad stamped 1t all down so
that nothmg ever came through Little Dido Dorothy that was
Itked bemng there living hike a princess as her mother sad though
she never had any clothes bought for her All the things she wore
had come down from Helen her older sister and smelled of the
stale perfome Helen got from her boy fnend at the drugstore
Dorothy hated the stnking stuf But school was swell and she
Iearned to swim and best of all she got 1n all the school plays

Dido turned off the fauncets got out of the shower and started
rubbing herself with the wurkish towel There she thought Im
brand new now and nothung has happened. This 1s a brand new day
and I msomebody else 1 m not Dorothy any more not Dido-who-
gets-hut nor anybody s wife erther 111 go out and start fresh and see
who I want to be and how 1t feels

She went to the bedroom and selected defiantly the blue lace shp
which Dave called showy and vulgar Ive really gamed weight
this last month she thought I wish I could tell hum and that he
wouldn t get mad. It s not my fault Im gomng to have a baby I
think 1t s nice His baby 1 me a redhead Iike hun real smart like
tum If only 1d get the nerve to tell im Why doesn t he know:
Why can t he tell? He s a doctor he ought to figurear out Butats
always op p p h—gosh how I wish
he d let thae gul alone 1m scared to death and I don t even want
to think about 1t But he s domng 1t, he s domng st now and I bet he s
twice as scated as I am and [ am scared enough to throw up!

No she thought I wont think abont at. Js hus yob and hes
got to start some place And 1f he wasn t good enough Tarkhes
wouldn ¢ let lum do 1t Besides Tatkkes wall be there and watch
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lum 1 only wish he wouldn ¢ tell me about at T wush I had never
spoken to her never heard her name, Mitsu

11l get 2 new dress she thought. A new dress to start a new day
11 go to Peck & Peck. I ve never been there before 111 buy myself
a matermuty dress Tcan t watt to buy a maternity dress She laughed.
A maternaty dress for me!

She put on the grey angora sweater and the swarl skurt that
buttoned more nghtly now She spent several mmutes puttng on
bpstick trymng to find a new mouth to fit the new Dido and found
one which although 1t wasnt as good as her own would do
Pnssy she thought 11l be prissy today and cantankerous A gul
out of Vassar shoppmng at Peck & Peck, a girl who has bought her
own clothes from the age of six and who doesn t get scared of
bitchy saleswomen a girl who s gomg to have a baby and with
whom they Il have to be careful. But Il call Hermana she thought
Hermana had better go with me

The maid rapped at the door and then tumed the key and
came m.

Hello Abby she told the old black woman I m just gomg
out I m sorry I have no coffee for you this morning 1 haven t had
breakfast yet and the doctor didn t exther So there won ¢ be any
dishes for you.

Eaaly she fell back into the speech and accents of the south
without thinking because she Iiked Abby and fele at home wath
L nm b — o shesud  You

y butlllclean
up anyhow They s only one bed to make up she sud gomg
mto the bedroom.  Thas the way I bikes 1t. No fuss for my ole
bones I always Iikes to clean 1t nice once a week anyways and so
11l clean up the apartment next door since they s so lttle to do for
m here It ll give me more ume to do st real good. You gomg eut
now Miss Didot

Il buy me a dress  sad Dido  and charm my husband all
over again, Take 1t ¢asy Nobody Il know the difference.
I wont call Hermana she thoughe, throwing on ber coat and
recaving happily Abby s approval of her 111 just drop in on her
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Its so early she may not have gone to bed yet and we Il have
breakfast together I don t care 1f Dave doesn t want me to see her
She s my pal and I hike her

The elevator boy turned to her with a grm after starting the
down mouon of the cage  Lost that hat agane he sad alludng
to an argument she had had with Dave a few days before about
gomng out bare-headed

She tilted her nose up glnang past hun and smuling at the
empty spacc  Smarty! she sud He grunted a small consprra
tortal grunt that meant that she was a dish all nght that she suited
lum with or without hat He was mneteen perhaps eighteen or
nmeteen younger than she by a couple of years half as old almost
as Dave but his knowledge of hfe was a hell of a lot longer longer
even than hers and together without saymg anything they
knew 1t

But when she was with Dave he kept his face m order steady
and grave under the low cap of shcked black hair and looked at
her wath casual deference as though she had been sixty and needed

AA L <

Tike you to meet Miss—Muss—oh yes Miss Lavallere Iam ternble
at names—— when 2 couple of mghts before 1t had been Dido
Dido Dido and she had had to hear everythmg of lus life mcluding
tus blood pressure and the type of corset us wife wore

It had been fun 1 a way she thought steppmg out mnto the
sharp wet February wind and recerving bravely 1ts brusque hair
pulling caress Espectally now it was fun because she saw them
from the other side of the curtan nght side up and pretending
But not to her and not for long Thats what three years of danc
mg and singing did for a woman And [ wouldn t exchange 1t she
thought for all the colleges 1n the world

But Dave wanted to mop 1t off He wanted all that part of her
life pushed out of her memory as though she had total amnesta
He didn t want her friends any more not even Hermana, That was
easy for lum to say she thought resentfully He had never had any
frends But how s 1t possible to go through thirty whole years
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of life not sick not mvalid but nght where people are and eat
wath them go to school with them even take care of them and
hsten to their complamnts and never get mside their lives? Not 2
friend not one And even I she thought I dont ke him very
much Im not sure at all that I like him now Do Ilike you Dave
she asked of the dark—coated figure standmng above her bed wath the
black homburg and the sharp-cornered bref case under hts arm
do I like you bemng with you: Would I like you as well 1f you
hadn t a rucke] 1n the world and I had to nde the streetcar to see
you and spend my own dime to dnink coffee 1n the morming siting
beside you i the drugstore and walking through the park in the
evening because there wasn t money for the movies? As I hked
Junmy and after Jimmy that big lug of a Harold who was too
dumb even to be an usher at the Palace but with whom I had so
much fon 1 Hartford: But Harold was dead now a brave and
honourable death 1 Korea and what was the use worrymng about
Liking Dave since they were married now and 1t didn ¢ matter any
more?

She hurnied her pace thinking that Hermana now would be
through puttng her hair up 1n curlers after the late mght show
and be gomng to sleep 1f she didn ¢ hurry Her strong dancer s legs
carned her swiftly through the streets faster than the mormng
shoppers walking downtown to kill their rolls of fat It was as
though she had a job agam and had to be there i time to rehearse
after dancing five shows at the Blitz to prepare for the new pro-
gramme

Because he never asked her anything about herself before Be-
cause he did not make 1t easy for her to laugh at the silly Dido of
stx years back, getting her fisst break i vaudewlle as the brat who
gets spanked at the end of the show her skurt lfted way up over
the skin ught nylon panties sn full view of the audience while she
squealed like 2 pig and had to wiggle and kuck her legs under the
loud poppung spanks Twice a day she got spanked and everybody
roared when she squealed and yelled she gave 1t all she had because
they Iiked 1t and becausc 1t stung That also was funny now
but f she told 1t to Dave he would be angey and hurt and so she
was too ashamed to tell hum. How could you be frends with a
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guy with whom yon couldn ¢ laugh and be ashamed at the same
tme?

But what about you Dave? Didn t you ever do anything wrong 2
Anything silly or to be ashamed of »

She turned the corner mnto the shabby street where Hermana
lived where they had hved together That was how they had come
to meet Dave Stull two years ago when he was 2 resident and
Hermana was so 1ll that mght that the hospital had sent him over
nght away Hermana had stayed i the hospital three weeks And
Dido was very lonely and Dave had never known a song and-dance
gtrl before Thats how 1t had begun

She stood before the house which was not home any more the
three storey peelimg skinned apartment house where mostly show
people Iived It was only a fiftcen mnute subway nde from the
Bluz mght club Hermana was line captan there and nght next
door was the Television Studio where Dido had her daily rounne
after she had graduated from the Bliz Three years at the Bhtz
was all any girl could take and remam 2 gul  although Hermana
had been there seven But Hermana was different Hermana was
hard from the mside out 1nstead of from the outside 1n like most
of the others

Dido looked at the house shabby pretentious wath 1ts false palms

e PN e Mem B R dp1

names falselives  Ob, Dave are you ashamed of that she cried
soundlessly 1n herself her hand on the door knob because the bell
button never worked and the lock was set to open Is that what
you are ashamed of—me me—of having marned me? Is that why
you can t say anything of what matters of what hurts2 Is that why
Tcan t talk to you and add more to your shame: Did [ say yes too
quickly: Should I have sad no since I loved you Dave since I
loved you hard enough to die?

No she said, pushing back the new and more cruel nightmare
along with the others with the twice-z day spanking wich the
sleepless nghts and days with bemg stranded m Windsor Ontano
stranded and robbed and hungry wath immy gone back with the
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How long will he be here ths tune: '
Long enough to get Ius tecth fized sud Hermana Some
crazy guy up North started pulling a tooth and broke 1t and nealy
cracked his jaw So he got time out flew down here and now ¢
don t want to do anything about 1t He hasn ¢ seen the dentist \et
Dido slipped out of her coat and looked around her Theen
trance opened directly nto the sitting room a large room o1t
strect with two windows and a nook which was meant for a dmetre
and where they had put the television set the paansst at the Bliz
had given Hermana the year they were to have been murmt
Nome bad made a big scene when he found out how she hud gbof
1t and threatened to wreck 1t and throw 1t 1nto the strect, pece 5
pece They had all been a liutle drunk that day and the B‘ﬂsh‘;{
sort of looked forward to 1t and egged hum on wathont evea lod
mg at each other Right then and there they were hopmg for a
new and bigger screen and a better brand but Nome got wse f‘}
1t because Dido had giggled and now you couldn t get a mscout ©
him any more He was real tame that guy a fanuly kind ofa guzyo
m a way The only thing he was waiting for was for Hermana b
say yes A good guy a sound guy with an pgly face but big mougls
for her a good sound guy wath hus heart 1 Jus nght hand. {t %
she who couldn t make up her mind the
Beyond the nook m the back part of the apartment Wﬂslu f
bedroom and night beside the bedroom the extra closet they
had built 1n when Dido had moved m with Hermana Even 10 r_h:
two guls had always fought for space because of the costu.mudm
sarongs the Spanssh dress and shawl the white buckskin In for
dress with the big feathers and all the Junk a gul has to have fo
special shows or out-of town dates
Dido threw her coat on the chair and came back to the sitng
room. She sprawled on the chasse longue  You te not working
she sard  You look so rested 1t doesn ¢ seem natural
Yeah said Hermana. Since Nome s back I stay awake during
the day and I sleep mghts Honest I don ¢ have to take an o
1just go to bed and sleep like a baby Id never thought I cou
stagam but Ido Its been a week now and I sull do -
Whatabout you  said Hermana  you look pretty happy ¥
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guy with whom you couldn t laugh and be ashamed ar the same
ame:?

But what about you Dave Didn t you ever do anything wrong
Anything sily or to be ashamed of 2

She tumned the comer mto the shabby street where Hermana
hved where they had hived together That was how they had come
to meet Dave Stull two years ago when he was a resident and
Hermana was so all that mght that the hospttal had sent him over
nght away Hermana had stayed i the hospital three weeks And
Dido was very lonely and Dave had never known 2 song and-dance
grl before Thats how 1t had begun

She stood before the house which was not home any more the
three storey peeling skinned apartment house where mostly show
people lived. It was only a fifteen munute subway nde from the
Blitz mght club Hermana was e captam there and nght next
door was the Television Studio where Dido had her dally rounne
after she had graduated from the Bluz Three years at the Bhez
was all any gul could take and remam a gl although Hermana
had been there seven But Hermana was different Hermana was
hard from the mside out 1nstead of from the outside 1 Lke most
of the others

Dido locked at the house shabby pretentious with its false palms
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names falselives  Oh, Dave are you ashamed of that? she cried

soundlessly 1 herself her hand on the door knob because the belt

button never worked and the lock was set to open Is that what
1 1

quickly: Should I have sard no since I loved you Dave since I
loved you hard enough to dicz
No she said pushing back the new and more cruel mghtmare
along with the others with the twice a day spanking with the
sleepless mghts and days with beng stranded 1n Windsor Qntarto
stranded and robbed and hungry with Jummy gone
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casual letter from Harold s buddy— You better write to me now
Cookie Harold s been gone for nearly two months No she
thought I must ¢ think of that Iam his wife now Iam going to
have ks baby Iam pretty and he loves me

She hurled herself up the flights of stars taking them two by
two hurrying so that the mghtmare would not catch up wath her
She pounded on the door Hermana! she cried Let me sn Its
Dido Its mel
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Heraana 2D her good dressing gown on the gown her pals at
the Blez had bought her when she was 1 the hospital. It was 3
man s gown because she was so tall. Ivory—coloured and rough 1n
texture 1t fell straight from the neck to the ankles and was tied
with a sash and with her skin absolutely without colour and her haye
drawn back straght and the quet way she had of speaking with
out expresston, almost wathout moving her lips she looked good
enough to be a statue. You almost wished she was a statue so she
could remam as she was without changing withont ever getnng
old and calm wathout wornes and never have to get mad or have
to holler at people at the band leader who was rushing her act at
the gurls 1n the hne who were stealing her show at the men who
Todded her about bewng bigger than they were. She didn t often
get mad, you had ¢o say that for Hermana but when she did she
gave i all she had.
She stood m the doorway as she would for the milkman or the

boy with a special delinery and her voiee was low

Whatsupe shesud, What got you out so early

Dontyouwant mem? sudDido 1mhungry Thaven thad
breakfast, I walked—— Then, as Hermana shrugged and stepped
back m the room therr old room together Dido guessed. You
aren t working you ve got somebody kere. You ve got Nome.

Come on 1, satd Hermana, Hesm there sound asleep Oh
come on don't put on an act. Yeah, 1ts Nome. He flew m from
Alaska last week and made straight for home.

Well sadDido  if1t s only Nome andif you resurc you don t
mmd——

Hewon tmmnd, sud Hermana, Hedlove to see you. It s beea
a year mo e than a year since he's been down, he s dymg to see
bas frrends.

39



How long will he be here this ime
Long enough to get hus teeth fixed sad Hermana 50!1]\6
crazy guy up North started pulling a tooth and broke 1t and nuby
cracked hus jaw So he got tme out flew down here and nowbe
don t want to do anything about 1t He hasn ¢ seen the dentist vet
Dudo shipped out of her coat and looked around her Thlx
trance opened directly 1nto the sing room a large room on the
strect with two windows and a nook which was meant for a dmnette
and where they had put the television set the pramist at the Bll:il
had given Hermana the year they were to have been marrie
Nome had made a big scene when he found out how she hud got
1t and threatened to wreck 1t and throw 1t mto the street prece b?!'
piece They had all been a hutle drunk that day and the gils h;
sort of looked forward to 1t and egged him on wathout even lool
g at each other Rught then and there they were hoping for 2
new and bigger screen and a better brand but Nome got wise mf
1t because Dido had giggled and now you couldn t geta niseout o
him any more He was real tame that guy a family kind of a guy
1 a way The only thing he was waiting for was for Hermana to
sayyes A good guy asound guy with an ngly face but big enough
for her 2 good sound guy with hus heart m bus nght hand e was
she who couldn ¢ make up her mnd
Beyond the nook m the back patt of the apartment was the
bedroom and nght beside the bedroom the extra closet they bad
had bt 1n when Dido had moved 1n with Hermana Even so the
two grrls had always foughe for space because of the costumes the
satongs the Spanssh dress and shawl the whate buckskm Indian
dress wath the big feathers and all the Junk a girl has to have for
spectal shows or out-of town dates
Dudo threw her coat on the chair and came back to the situng
room She sprawled on the chatse longue  You re not working
she sard  You look so rested gt doesn ¢ seem natural
Yeah sad Hermana  Since Nome s back 1 stay awake dunng
the day and Isleep nights Honese I don t have to take anything
1just go to bed and slecp hke 2 baby 1d never thought I could do
stagam but Ido It s been 2 week now and I'snlt do
Whatabout you  said Hermana youlook pretty happy your
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self Whats ncw about your Dont tell me youse pregnant or
something
Imallnght said Dido suddenly reticent 1 m happy because

1t was nce out there 1n the wind 2nd I m glad to bemn now Em all
nght

You ve come over to tell her remember ? she sard to herself You
want to tell somebody and you ve come to tell her She asked you
she almost guessed What's the matter what are you shy about
she s your pal goon tcll her

But how can you tell your pal about your baby when she s sull
fighting off her own man_her own wedding How can she be happy
about you when shes all alone Nome or no Nome back there in

T t

die anstead of swelling sweetly 1n hus tiny baby sleep

1m all nght but T am hungry You got bread enough for me?
You want me to go out and get samething some sweet rolls or
something ¢

1 ve got plenty 1ligetit going  sad Hermana  Wait a while
hell be up Ihear bim rumbling about in there 111 start the coffer
Hes the slowest guy to get gomg in the morming Ever seen a beat
waking up after 2 s1x month slecp

1 guess that s the way they do st up north  said Dido  Dave
wakes up bang hes all there beats the alatm clock every ame
Like he spent the whole night getting ready to wake up

How 13 Dave?

Hes all nght 1 tell yon Always all nght It gives me a pam
sometsmes the way he s always all nght but that s the way he 1s
1 guess He can't help 1t any more than Nome can help the way

€ 18

Yeah but Nome can take a load on his great big back  sad
Hermana  Dave s the kand that goes to pieces all of a sudden He
can pretend longer than most but its pretence thats all it s

Sure sad Dido then she frowned  how do you mean pre
tencet shesud  He doesn ¢ pretend anything What does he have
to pretend about?

41 B*



A
Hess yust too darn perfect thats all I mean  sard Hermana
regular gjuy doesn ¢ hali’c to be that perfect all the time If hle] da;:c
he's worned about somethung that's what T mean And when
has to give up bemg perfect hell go to pieces But thats your
problem not mine Come to the kutchen I get started "

illdoxt sudDido Letme the wayIused to Boy ’youd':h" .
the stramner out of the snk again Stubborn Sure he s the kin iu
0¢s to peces  she sard bghtly  He did go to pieces once 30
know He marned me he bed

You lucky little biech  suid Hermana She went to the e
room cracked open the door and called out }(l;ct rc&;iy you big
Gnzzly we got com any and the company 1s hungry

Ho};d Ym?r hotsesPWho s companyt sad Nome sull mvmbli1

Do I crawl our through the window or do I come out throug
the door?

Itsme, cnedDido Come on out [ want to talk to you you
lug you goof you big loon Iwant to reform you make an honest
man out of you

Cutitout  sad Hermana, 1 don t need your help Hell get
the licence today 1f I say the word Yeah and fly me straight to
Nome Alaska And what the hell would I do theret

Dido piled up the dishes on a tray pulled off three paper napkms
from therr box and brought the tray to the sittmg room

1 think 1t mught be sore of fun she sud sofly I wish youd
gIvelta try—

Nome came 1n the room neatly filling the whole door frame

with hus great figuge o big grin on hus silly crooked face the l‘“g
seamed face of the labourer of the North  Goon keep up the Jal
benng gurls  he saig don t mind me Nothmg I ke better than

waking up €0 hear a couple of parls akkety yakking at each other
That s the kund of xacketpl go f<g)r Ty

About ume you got up sud Hermana [ never seen such a
man for sleep

You seen too damn many sud Nome Well how are you
kid you dont look ¢

hanged a bit. Marnage s put a hitle meat on
your bones though,

He kept het hand 1 b patng 1t with hus own great paw and
4



Dido felt as she always had between these two that she was a hittle
kid maybe ten years old that 2t was gomng to be fun that she was
gomng to be allowed to play agan

Yeah shesad Ive puton weight 1 m eating bkea prg Gee
1ts good tosee you Nome gee you look just great! Are you gomng
to be around for 2 while huhz Why dida ¢ you let me know ¢

He gninned

Askher hesud Iiwasall for 1e, 1sasd where s the side-kuck,
Marmue first thing when I got 1n? T sad what you done with the
kad: I thought you had a falling out seet I thought you guls had
a spat and you walked out on her?

Then she told you

Yeah she told me She got marned she smd She went and got
marnied to a doctor 1n a hospital to a kmfe-artist Fancy guy
fancy wedding All the tummungs Well congr ts Dido Couldn e
happen to a mcer knd When do we celebrate?

Oh come on and sit down and eat samd Hermana Dido I
forgot the lemon for bis tomato juice Its i the 1cebox Get 1t
will you:

Dido washed the lemon sliced and brought 1t to the table

Imtithornble: shesad I didn ¢ have a thing for Dave this
morning I clean forgot to shop last mght Weve got a small
kaechen too bardly bigger than this and not half so convement
and I had no coffee no milk no nothmg

‘Was he mad+ asked Nome

Kindof sadDido  He had a big job 1n surgery this mommg
He got kind of fussed about 1t about breakfast I mean He doesn ¢
get fussed about surgery

Skip the surgery  sard Hermana  Nome s yust like the rest of
them Mention the hospital and yust look at hum

Itsnot that said Nome a hand to his cheek  Its that damn
tooth kicking a dewil of a rumpus Honest Tam scared to eat Hot
cold everything It s just like a kack in the jaw

Ido put down her cup

Nome she sud you dope why dont you go see a den
st

Thatsa good question  smd Hermana  Thurty-six tines a day
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Tus tooth 15 killing hum and thirty six tumes [ say just what
?i:?:u Isay go sce a dentist butits Iike he was deaf and blind
both ears
= 10:!1!;;{ be well by now sud Nome I mught have to go back
See what I mean?
L n

ANda Ne ] =~ = o r

Let go of her hand  said Hermana

Nome pursed his lips stubbornly but after a while hus hand
opened

Dido went to the phone and dualled her husband s office  Its
me shesud Mrs Stull How are yout Look, I got a friend here
who s dymg with a broken tooth You know a dentst 1n the buld
g for nght away Yeah sure 1ts an emergency he 1s kind of
rolling on the floor nght now He s got the biggest pam in his tooth
1t s bke somebody kacked hum m the jaw No he didn t get kacked
ats just hus tooth Can you find somebody and fix 1t for today?
Speaal favour:

Shes trying to  she sud holding the phone away from her

She !l try somebody on the floor on the other phone She
waited looking at Nome and at Hermana he trymg to dnnk hus
head cocked to one side and hus paper napkin crumpled 1n hus fist
Hermana eaung stubbomly without lookmg up jealous now that
somebody else was trying to help her man It wont do ber any
harm thought Dido It Il be good for her It Il show her that 2 man
has to be fussed over that 1t 15 fun to fuss over 2 man They hike
1t no matter what they say about 1t and Nome 1s the swellest guy
to make a fuss over

¥ wish Dave needed me she thoughe while she warted, standing
- AN ~

tect. | wish he d go out some time with hus collar turned under or

hus hat crooked on lus red head so 1 could run after hum and fix 1t

1 wish he d act crazy about thungs 1 wish he d forget things the
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way husbands are supposed to I-wish he had a hell of a toothache
when he comes home tomght—

Yes  she saad 1n the phone.  You found one! Gee that s swell
Yeah, gee thats great Three o clock, thats the soonest: Youll
have to wait all three o clock you dope  she told Nome  That s
all nght with you?

Nome made an assenting nod

Fine sud Dido  Yeah lus name His names Nome Nome
that s hus first name N—O—M—E Yeah like m Alaska thats
nght. That s where be s from What s your last name Nome?

Wat shesad  hisnamessn t Nome His first name 1s Adolph
Thats nght lke what s-hs name Surpmse to me too Adolph
Bentiger Thats nght Dr Mlls: Fourteenth floor three o clock
Got 1t Thanks thanksa lot Miss Banks That s nice of you

She came back to the table  Don t let me hear anather peep out
of younow she saud to Nome

Your husband wnll hear about that sard Hermana

Dave: Why should he? Whats the difference sad Dido

Why cant I get Miss Banks to make an appomtment with a
dentist for erymg out loud 2 What s the matter with that?

Hermana looked at her with 2 mean little smule a smale that was
meant to hurt 2 smule which was a small sized vengeance

‘What s the matter wath her husband? asked Nome mnocently

He don ¢ hike Ius secretary pestered

Dont be erazy sud Dido My husband doesn t mind at all
I never pester I just go in and wait there for him sometimes and
Mss Banks she s lovely to me Shes not Daves secretary shes
Dr Takkes Hess the Chief and he's had her 1n the office for over
a hundred years There s nothing the matter with her 1 thunk she
Lkes me

AllThavetosay sad Nome 1 that marnage has done things
for you youngster Kind of made you human 1d Itke to meet the
guy who did that for you Think he d like to meet me 1n 2 drnk or
something 2 Or 15 he really too fancy for me:

Hes awful busy Nome said Dido  You havent any :dea
These guys keep on working like they were made of stecl ot some-
thimng Three four operations i onc day Sometimes they work
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Youre nuts  saud Nome Its not onc woman or another
Maybe that was the way with your television guy but thats not
the way with me Go get your head under a faucet and cool off
You re worse than a toothache Come on Dido lets get out of
here

No sadDido 1llrunalong then she ll be all nght. Its my
fault Ishouldn t have come in— !

She stopped because Hermana was getting up and the face with
out colour was getang flushed now and the dark eyes desperate.

Do you think he s been true to me all this ime? shesud Do
you think [ count s hus hfe more than the man hunters they have
up there? Do you thunk he comes here for any other reason except
that 1t saves hum the bother of fishing somebody else out of the
pond and start the busmess all over agan? Do you think hes n
love with me?

Nomegotup Rightnow Isay youreporson hesad Whats
the matter with you anyway+ If that s the way you feel about me
why did you take me 1n m che first place? What dd I doz Do I
msult 2 giel when I ask her to marry met

Hermana picked up a few dishes Her mouth was beginning to
work, She started toward the kitchen then convulsively she put
down the dishes snd tunning to the bedroom closed the door
behind her with a slam.

Well sad Nome Hestood hesttatingly looking at Dido look
ing away  What s my hine now: Where did I get off the track?
What s 2 guy tb do:

You better let her cool off 1 guess sad Dido I thunk maybe
you wese night. I think maybe she s scared of you Maybe not of
you I mean maybe of changing everything 1 think that maybe
shes thinking about 1t hard and fighung agamst 1t because she's
scared. Don t you think sor

Idontknow Dido sud Nome ¥ don ¢ know what she d be
scared of She couldn ¢ be scared of me now could sher

He walked to the bedroom door Lstened hus face creased m a
frown He came back, shaking Ius head. 1 never knew guls took
marnage thathard, hesud  AndIm real sorry honest am that
you had to get 1 on this
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Dont worry about me  sad Dido  Itsall nght we re pals

Sure besud  she dont mean anything by 1. She just gor
exated But I'm sorry just the same. And [ thought we d go out
and celebrate about you I mean about your gettng fixed up so
nice and all

Thats all nght Nome shesud  We Il celebrate yet [ wont
let you leave town agun without celebrating We Il go out on a real
toot all theee of us Well maybe not 2 real toot  she amended I
guess that wouldn t be nght for me any more but we Il celebrate
You call me when Hermana s okay

Illcallyou hesad | m gomg to have a short one nght now
T think Ineed 1t You Il stick around ¢

Run along  sad Dido [l stck around Shell be all nght
Maybe you better not bring up the subject agun not for a whle
1 mean Not until she does

You bet  said Nome with fechng He gr bbed his coat and
without [ooking back, went out.

Quietly Dido had begun to clear the table when she heard 2
whstle from the street She went to the wirdow Nome was on
the sidewalk below mouthing something she could not understand
She struggled a moment with the warped window then got 1t
open Hey kid sud Nome How can { all you when I dont
know your name or your number:

Dido gave them to hum, then shiverng she started to close the
window He made a vapue gesture  She come out yetz Dido
shook her head and slammed the window shut Shaking bus head
aredly Nome turned and went down the street.

Dido stood 2 moment chafing her arms to warmth fintshed clear
1ng the table washed and dned the dishes and put them away She
strarghtened up the room smoked a agarette and chen sat down
and waited The bedroom was silent as though 1t was empty After
a while Dido crossed the room on tiptoe and opened the door
Hermana was lying on the bed barefoot mottonless one hand
holdmg the collar of her dressing gown over her f ce Dida closed
the window makong as httle nowse as she could, then she went to
get ber coat When she retumned, Hermana was awake

She sat up and put ber fect on the floor 1 fell asleep  she said
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Honest to pete I was asleep Can you beat that t Sorry I made all
that nowse kid T didn t mean to

You want me to go home?

Imnot madatyou Dido sud Hermana Idont know what
gotimto me Its Nome that gets me [ guess He thunks bfe s so darn
simple

Ddeo wrapped her coat around her and sat down She looked at
Hermana sadly  1m not gog to say another word  she sad

1 guess I say all the wrong things anyway You know best what's
good for you

Oh hell sud Hermana  how do you ever know You just
guess thats all and sometimes 1t works out It s working out for
you lIt1s 1n ¢1t2 It s working out all nght:

Yes  sad Dido i a small vorce 1t ss

Hermana was different now after her blowup and after her sleep
She was the good old Hermana the one who fixed things nght
who told her what to do who told her who to see what to say
how to do her hasr what clothes to wear She never seemed ¢o see
anything but someumes like now she d look at you and you felt
she cared that she was i your shoes for 2 while that she knew
what 1t was to be you Dido what st was to be hutle and uncertam
and even lonely

I'want a baby Hermana, sad Dido sofily I want a baby so
badly I could die  She couldn t tell anybody before she told Dave
simee she didn t know what Dave would say but she could tell her
that much That much wouldn ¢ hurt anything

Well goahead and have one peanut ~ sud Hermana Hecan't
stop you 1f you really want one

This was my bed, thought Dido Its so funny to think 1t s not
my bed any more that 1t 15 hers and Nome s

Do you really want onez

Yes sud Dido She shuvered and looked up  Arent you
coldt shcasked Isn ¢ there any heat 1n this bedroom?

And he doesn £ want you to have 1tz

1 haven ¢ sard anything to hum about 1t

Whata uld they would have she thought Hermana and Nome
both of them so strong both of them imense But what about my
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chuld, 1f T can have 1t 1f 11l let myself have st 1f Dave lets me2 But
wll he think st nght will be think 1t nght thar I should have his
cluld? Can he force me to give 1t up 1f T want to have c2
How long wll 1t be unnl he finds out? How fong can I keepat
from bum: How faralong does the baby have to be before 1t s dan
gerous to get nd of 1t, before Dave won t be able to tell me that he s
changed lus mind about me that I m not good enough for him, not
good enough to be the mother of lus baby not proper enough to
carry bus baby mmez
Men are different  said Hermana  Nome wouldn t mind 1t 2
b
Oh, Dave damn you couldnt you have let me alone: 1d be
marred to some guy like Nome and the baby would be fus and
he d be sweet about 1t and proud of me too of the first good thing
1ve done m my bfe instead of huding 1t as though I wasn t even
marnied 1nstead of being scared and ashamed
Weallhave to pay the price  saxd Hermana lighung a agarette
IfT marry Nome 11l drop a couple of floors You kicked yourself
upstairs all nght Well you ve got to pay that price too I guess
you can t order hum around
Imhiswife sadDido Hemarnedme [didn tforcelumto
Thats nght sad Hermana  you didn ¢ force hum
Why did he marry mee sad Dido eagerly  Why did he pick
on me? He dudn t have to He must have kno v plenty of others
mice guls nch gurls and all. He didn t have to pick on somebody
ke me
Hermana pulled a deep drag from her agarerre  What do you
want me to tell you? she sud He marnied you because youre
cute because you re hus type thats all
You know I m not hus type
Well you tell me why saud Hermana, 11l be damed o€ 1
know
Everybody wonders sud Dido I know when we go out
when we go to duner at the Cluef s house when I go to the wve s
teas—I don t any more 1 tried a couple of times~—they look at me
like I was an escapee from the women s pen The way they talk to
me, youd die like I was a foreigner like I didn ¢ tnderstand Eng
st



I pretend [

Jish. And he knows 1t T think He tries to cover up and I p

don t notice but I m not that dumb Hermana I can n‘:ad stmiht
- —  what

1 told you what they think. They think what qid ne marry her
for? And T thought I knew but 1 m not sure any more It doesnt
matter that much to sleep with someone Its the waking up that
counts

TLake this morrung ke hus face this mormng

Youretellngme said Hermana [ just woke up worse luck.

That s what [ was trying to tell you said Dido humbly Im
plamn scared sometimes 1 m scared to find out why

Daves funny sud Hermana The way I sce bum 1s this He
Ikes humself so well he s never got around to women very much
not even women alone just people Maybe he s scared of women
but he 1sn t scared of you see? He wanted to get marned becanse
he's 2 man all nght. So he picked on somebody he never could
have an infenonty complex with But he hadn t counted on beng
made fun of by the others the ones that count 1n hus hfe Tt gripes
lum to have them make fun of you because 1t s lum they make fun
of really The joke s on him.

Shejabbed her axgarette in the ash tray got up found her shippers
and went to the bathroom to shower and dress Dido heard the
shower start and then she couldn t hear 1t any more because the
sounds she was making were filling her own ears the convuluve
words that she had choked down too long  the long scream and the
crymg And then she wasn t erying any more nor screaming even
but setchung bag spasms from deep nside her stomach, spasms that
tore at her throat and that she couldn ¢ stop no matter how hard she
tried Then she gave up trymng She was just hanging to the back
of her chair with both her hands and biang her hands with her
teeth, keepmg st down keeping from fiying out of her terror with
cach stroke of the Jash that struck across her heare

What s the matter kid? said Hermana a momentlater  Gee 1
never knew you to have hystenee. What the hell did I say? Gee
forget st, forget what I sud Lie down, Dido 111 get you some
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water Don t scare me bike this Dido I didnt mean st kud Ima
stker Comeon Dido dnnk some will your  Thats the giel.
Gee 1m sorry You shouldn ¢ hsten to me Dido I told you that
before Feching better now: Want me to get you some coffes

Dido sat up and blew her nose She rubbed her eyes and rubbed
her swollen face and pulled her fingers through her harr  1m all
nght, shesud Idontknow I guess Im all nght. I am upset
maybe about Dave Idon t know why I started kicking around like
that except that—

That what?

Idont know she sad feelmg wretched Feeling wretched
because she did know she knew all night. Because 1t was Dave she
wanted to kick and hurt Hurt hum and hurt him tll he yelled. Till
he became human at Jast Unnl he had tears in hus eyes and she knew
that he was hers

But does a man ever belong to a woman the way a woman be
longs to lum ¢ Aren ¢ they both supposed to be one with the other
5o there s no belonging but only one out of two? Each nch with
the life of the other feeling wath the skin of the other untl the
other s heart and flesh are at last dearer to you and closer than your
ownz And 1t was that way with her but 1t wasn ¢ with him. First
he was 2 man a surgeon with hus own business his people to see
and take care of and next he was the man to whom she Dido
belonged; And that was all He planted alone m the centre of the
world to whom everyone came whom everyone served as well as
they conld with whatever means they had with their heart s love
1f they were Dido wath therr real heart of flesh 1f they were Mitsu

Mitsu Mitsu with whose heart he was working now Her heart
of flesh Her only heart And if 1t did not work then for Mitsu
nothmg Nothing ever more  The total blackness Was that the
end Was that all there would be?

And whatever he mught learn from her today whatever he would
find 1n the way of patching stck hearts and artenes and vems would
not be of any usc to her if she were to die Or would there be 2
voice n the dizzy blackness beyond to say to her whose ears would
be filled with a single roanng silence  Thanks Mitsu Thank you
for dymng
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host of a chance  he had told Dido  But she would die
mylf:::gm most she s got six months and probably not that long
If 1t were important that she hve these six months I wouldn tdoat
But there 15 nothing for her anyway but sickness and pan Better
that she die m the hospital than drop dead at home with one of her
babses 1n her arms And st might work
And Dido had pleaded with lim  Dontdo st Dave  she had
sud  Let someone else operate 1f 1t 15 best she go through with 1.
Let Taikkes cut mto her He knows more than you do Don t do1t
with your own hands Don tkall her Dave don t kill that poor gl
Like that!
Hewasangrythen Imnotkilling anyone hesad Imtrymng
to save her and of she were the king s daughter 1d sill do 1t 1n the

¢

will be dead and [ am young I have to learn
Why don t you try 1t on some nch guy then somebody not
quite so sick? she sad. Maybe hed hive and youd feam from

him

He had tumned anay his eyes black wath anger  Are you pre
sumng to tell me what to do?z

That afternoon she had gone to the hospital to see Mitsu On
the way she had stopped m a flonst shop and had bought some
roses far round pink roses and tall white roses and roses on long
stems like show gurls in parades and had them wrapped up m 2
package almost as big as she was so she had trouble carrying them
1 the wind She had entered the ward wich the huge bouquet m
her arms and found Mitsu without difficulty Because she was 1
the coloured ward hers the only pale face m the long row of
pattent dark ones and becanse she was Lighter than the others or
perhaps because she was the sickest of them all they had given her
the good bed the ane near the window

But Dido could not stand seeng all those faces turn toward the
flowers so she asked the nurse for five vases and she had put a
few m each and placed some beside each woman. They grected
her an silent astomshment and one of them asked her what she was
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doing and who she was She was the Ladies Ard she sud and
laughed a lirtle because that was true wasn ¢ 1+ She was aiding to
cheer them up wasnt she and she was a lady now come what
may and what f the lady got spanked  But she stayed 2 lutle bestde
Mutsu and talked to her asking her about the children Hydeo who
was four and such a rough strong boy always playing with guns
and hittle Sammie who was five months old and so cute and fat
who d always been tao heavy for her

She had cried last mght when she got home cried and argued
with Dave but 1t had done no good and then she didn t mention
her name to hum any more Mitsu She had cried 25 she was crymg
now but 1t was no use What was done was done It was now ten
o clock.



5

Mrzsy Waranazss had re-entered Petra s bfe five days previously
It had statted wath a telephone call At the end of the day at the
office Petra had dismussed her last panent sent her secretary home
and was smoking a leisurely agarette while wainng for Vieginia
Carroll to finish her cases Virgmua had many more patients than
she had She had been pracusing a good many more years and m

made enough last year 10 have over two thousand dollars tax to
pay come March fifteenth and the wonder of that achievement
softened the harshness of the financial blow

She was good A woman had to be good to make that kind of
money 1n internal mediane espeaally when one out of each four
or five panents did not pay Tatkkes had helped of course getting
her on the cardiac chnee at Musurus butof he hadn ¢ she might
have made 1t on her own Oh well let s be honest she mught not
have made st alone she probably would not have But she would
have made women and children s chimcs or Dekker s or any one
of seven ot eight other heart groups m town Besides while the
money was good and 1mportant st was far from being the whole
story The point was 3t bad been an awfully hard pull For a smart
woman and one who got on all nght with people she had had
mofe stumbling blocks to detour than anyone she could think of
but she had made 1t and she was nght where she wanted to be.
And the taste of this success was hot and sweet afier all she had
gone through with Herb It was no longer punful to think of Herb
and of thar life together down in Howard It didn ¢ hurt any more
It was almost fun to dream of mecung hum of beng called by
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Iim agam as he stll did from tme to ume  Thursday Why no

ble. T have my confe Sunday then? Too bad 1
have to fly to St Lows for the College of Physicans meetmg
Im sorry Hetb I m a very busy woman

Yes she knew she was very foolish, that daydreaming whch 1
cute at seventeen 1s very silly at thirty-seven If 1t was necessary
to her that Herb should know she was a good doctor a successful
one, 1t would be much more honest to pick up the phone dual
long distance and talk to um Tell um sumply straghtforwardly
that she wanted him to know how fine things were with her now
no matter how ternble that last year in Howard had been and that
there was no resentment, no more anger mn her heart for bim.

And that Mrs Diller had told her today that she had seen him
Herb dnving around wath a smart, dark-eyed young chick and
what the hell?

Petra siid her feet to the floor crushed her agarette 1 the ash
tray and the suddenly famihar number rang atself into her bramn
Howard, 604 petson to person. Why not why not, Petra? He d
be surpnsed to bear from her after four years—so what 2 Was there
anythmg embarrassing about wanung to hear his vaice agam
about wanting to know what he was domg with the rest of hus bfe
that hife she had swom would belong to her and to her only:

Six twenty He would be home 1 the pleasant hitle house nto
which Mother Nichols Ind moved after Petra s departure Shed be
semng the table for supper probably takung a look as the rasm
apple pre fragrant with cnmamon  thickened wath the savoury
custard hke sauce toppmg a meal of ham and home preserved
wax beans and a side dish of corn and no nonsense about fancy
salads or fancy dressings Mother Nichols was a cook who believed
1 night tashing dishes and not 11 calorte charts or vitamun bists. And
her skin was nght on her face and she stll had her teeth.

Sorry sad Vigma Casroll, pecking through the door 1
won t be through for a while. Do you want to go on to the restau
raut by yourself and 11l yoin you later

Il wait, sad Petra. I'm nght comfortable. I think Il call up
Hetb

Not Herb for heaven's sake  sad Virgmia,  You don t want
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to start that all over agam Petra look out youre shppng  She
stared at her one moment, unbelievingly then her angular face
broke mto a smule

Youre night sad Petra [ am shpping It wouldnt work.
There s no sense to 1t

And to herself she said dreamily Howard 694 And felt her
heart swell mntolerably 1n her chest because obediently the phone
began to nng

But 1t wasn t Herb after all Naturally 1t couldn t be It wasa
Iugh staccato womans vorce which blended the whine of the
Middle West with the harsh consonants of a language whose words
had been forgotten while the rhythm remuned Muss Radich
Fneda head nurse of the womens surgical wards at Chanty
Hospital the hospital where Petra had mterned years before when
Tatkkes was still surgical consultant and where she had fiest met hurn

Raditch  Petra cried out and out of the past agan the thin
paper white face the wom angry eyes the exasperated always
exasperated and harassed expression of Miss Raditch rose agam
Raditch, what on earth does she ever want of me?

Hello dathing  she sud into the phone and remembering an
Apnrl first yoke she had perpetrated on the old nurse  Any Siamese
twans on the surgery schedule today 2

Raditch s voice was as shall as ever [ haven t e to remunisce
Just now Dr Petne (Sull sour about 1t are you Raditch old
goat, you old she-goat are you:) I have a patient here 1 ward
four who s asking for you Thave told her you aren t on the staff
over here that you never even come to see your old frends any
more but she 15 getting ready to kick the bucket and I thought 1d
try anyway and then tell her I ve done my best

But what arc you talking about? sad Petra Whos the
patrent and why does she want me?

As 1ual, Raditch was speaking n her capsule-form shorthand
of facts which took twice as long to unwind,

Lo4o a heart anomaly You did a Caesarean four years ago
Found 1n syncope at Bloomingdale s last weck. Brought her here
to be scheduled for surgery when she gets around to sign consent.
Very apprehensive.
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What s her name?  sad Petra

Watanabe said Raditch  Matsu Watanabe You wouldn t re-
member her  Then regretfully yieldng the last clue A Jap
she sad

But I do remember  sad Petra  Of course I remember A
Caesarean under local She wasn t a bit scared then but I was simply
petnfied

Yes  sud Raditch, 111 tell her you cant come thats nght,
isntit?

ilibethere sad Petra hasuly Unofficially of course Just to
sayhello  Raditch hello are you there?

‘The phone clicked 1n her ear
She hung up Petra said to herself Can you beat that cut me off
1 the middle of a sentence the old termagant!

I£ 1 follow you correctly sad Virgtnia  she spent the sum of
ten cents to call you on behalf of a panent Correct me if Im
wrong

Youre nght sad Petra  Keep gomng

111 be damned And the patent 15 back at the old stand 1 need
of further surgery and wants you to fix up the Job you botched
the nfancy of your art?

Not quite sard Petra. I thunk she 1s quite 11l and Raditch hopes
T can boost her up 2 bit Enough to face surgery mote cheerfully
The Japanese you know don t Like hosputals the way we do

Well for heavenssake sad Virgmia  don t stand there suck-
mg your fingers Are you comung to dinner or are you going to

1t off

T L 1 Faanthe A wha m h 4

P
Herb  she sad
The elevator door opened and closed behind the two women
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11 call bum up  she repeated lmkxng;"ﬂc Vigmnus fice |

sober

anal
comments for shrewd diagnoss but rot for love rox for ko
“\0 Ml you desenibe vour symptoms to him so he 1] azree to come
to the rescuer

Th automanc clevator came to 2 8 op Petra went throu b the
lobby her mouth dry her yes hard Yo shesud “1will And
he'll come 1 know he will There 1s nohung dibonourable aboc
1 youknow Virgimia, He was my husband afier all. You ve bern
seuled 1n your own marmage for years and yeay, havent you?
You don t rememtber what st 13 to be alon !

Virginsa shipped her arm through Perras. Bue Ive pever been
alone sweet  she sad. Ive never had to be When Chuck pro-
posed 1 meant to make a go of st. 1 did. 1 would have with Hetb
1m a umple soul—not ke you. A peasant huh ¢

Youre all nght  sud Petra.

They went out mto the street crosung 1t to th patking lo*
where Petra s car was wating | thmk 1d better go to Chanty
now  shesud to Virgma. Where (11 drop your

Fam coming withyou 1aid Virgnu  In the mood vou rem
1 m not letang you run around alone An ounce of prevennon ™

Getin sudPetrz Do youmeanl mina mood+ What a bore!
1 didn ¢ know 1t myself

That was the trouble n assomating exclusively with women.
There was no dsguuse no reteence None of the mind, none in the
body And most ternble of all not about the naked keare. If you
pause m your work and look out the window and your agarette
keeps on burnmg in the ash tray there they are with Midol and an
otder to Lie down. If you have a headache they retrace your steps
of the night before and call off the names of the men you have
seen ot dreamed of. Young or old all must die and you come to
accept death as you accept fibrords cataracrs the sudden melung of
your features the dnpping of your cheeks mto your neck, once
clean and solid you accept the breakdown of the skin, first on your
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mother s face then sooner than you thought on your own But
how can you accept another woman s knowledge of your destres
your heart beating uts needs with each systole the mtolerable
narvety of the heart young and surpnsed : How can you say with
out bemg ndiculous wath the crass and clowmish ndiculovsness of
love I thought I could be a woman or not as I chose and I was
wrong? I am like the others First and abose all T am a woman
Afterwards and secondly and infimtely beyond the essential m as
much as I can be anything else 12m also a doctor Later on when
there 1s ttme

The car shd easly mto the evenmg traffic. What s Herb dong
asked Virgymia [ mean seniowsly of course Isn t he marned yet?

No sad Petra It was hard to say but shesad 1t Heis gomg
the rounds with another woman

And you Il take lum away from her?

IfI can

‘What about Tatkkes  asked Virgima suddenly

Yes sad Petra  Poor Takkes

Would you have matried ham 1f he d asked youe

Petra manceuvred the car mto the iside [ane and then skidfully
made the tum  What business 15 1t of yoursz she asked finally
relaxed now hands quet on the wheel  Why do you ask me things
I don t ask myself Have I asked you how many abornons you ve
performed or whether you ve ever had any yourself

For goodness sake what scome over you? sud Virgmia  {can
answer that night now None and nether have you I hope I ask
you about Tatkkes because 1 like you and because I want to know

Do I ask you whether you marned your first lover or your third
or fourth one or have you kept countz

You e hystenical  sad Virgima quietly  Let s stop nighe here
Petra I can get a cab at the corner

With pleasure  sard Petra brakng to a stop  And further
more-——-

And furthermore  sad Virgimia 2 half gram of phenobarbitol
and repeat an four hours if necessary I don ¢ think 1t wail be You
look exhausted

You can stop loving You cant stop loving this particular man
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yousmiledathum s hen he wassall asrznger Be whowilldebver
jou Petra who wall deliser you from the necesn y of lose from
the pan and fooluhness of love from th naked e 2. dib kelp-
Tessness of lovet W hen wall vou be 2 woran bke o.bes women 2
woman hke Marjone or Virgnua or In~z or Joan 2 woman who
answers When she 13 wanted but nesther yearms not seckst

The twenty fourth year sud the prychologuts, was & scxal
peak of the love Ife of 3 woman Tha svasalac h Mameita
laugh no butreally t Twenty four and then dhurty She had become
thurty and then thirty four and now she was thurty-seven and there
was nothing the matter wath her The psychologuts were crary
They should have therr heads examm d. Because now she kn »
that twenty four 1s not the peak. Tt v the valley the bottom of the
mountun And do you go on climbing that way or do you reach
a plateau somewhere or does love transform s needs when st has
passed the seduction stager When women afore stop beng atmrac
tive do they tum then vith love to ca’s and polinesz Wath love
with the same violence the s me rending of the soult

Why was she decerved: Why had they not warned her the
psychologusts  the logists the textbaoks the teachers the
lawyers that 2 woman did not vith impunity disorce her husband
her perfectly satisfactory husband just because of a career? The
career can be arcumvented and the husband eamed at last but not
the need for love And not for love alone not for th bed alone
but for beng two canly comforably without need to pretend
a youth that 1s not tmportant any more without betng seductve
without bang aggressne. To be the woman of onc man who wall
wear the shirts you washed and dnnk the coffee youmade whoat
nyght will tell you the story of hus day 50 you won t mass anything
he has been while he was away from you

And if you ate divorced you may as well face 1t now Petra
smce you ve yielded once—and then agan and agam to Takkes
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—there will be other men 1n your hfe whom you wll take and
leave and what becomes of you then the real you the proud you
who s never been bested who would not be toyed wnth: What
will happen to the woman you dreamed of 1n your childhood the
woman serene accomplished creative?

But I was a chuld then and my 1mage had no womb

The steady eyes steady heart the woman with the dark smooth
hair divided m the muddle the woman m the white coat, passing
among the rows of beds a stethoscope i her pocket Go on
that was Joyce Jordan woman MD every day Monday to Frday
Who do you think you are now you soap-opera figure divoremg
your man and then five years and a lover later calhng hum back
o you because someone saw lum taking out a smart dark-eyed
chuck? A smart looking chnck with dark eyes After having had me
after being marrted to me and while I am here sull unattached of
adided mind  Steady-cyed steady hearted

No not steady hearted Is anything steady that 1s live 2 Does not
the wmnd bounce and break 1t doesn t the day bend and brace 1tz
Is anything live ever unchangingz Dont you need 2 cast about
your heart as you do around a broken femur or 2 broken tbra
after the heart has once been entered and possessed? Is there any
digitalss for steadymg and slowmng the rhythm of your love can
you dope and dull 1t with so many drops and so many tablets? Is
there a mirror 2 speculum or 2 plate to tell you when 1t 15 fused
strong agam and you can bear to look upon a man with interest
with quiet solicatude wathout love:

Virgima the ssmple soul the simple bfe

Why me why me: Why did you do this to me? Bleating like
ansdiot as though you had cancer

What s the matter with you? You getting bashful: Raditch,

to turn around recognize her voce and the belligerent brte of her '
heels on the floor before she was back behmd the steam table on
wheels
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Here let me help you  But Nurse Radiech was already out of
her grasp funowly wheeling the sloshing jues and her nnl g
teays toward the far end of the ward  Arent you grng to 9
hellor end Peura breathlesly

My goodness seventy beds seventy trays twehve panlyse
dinners one blinl woman two hands 2nd 1 have 10 say  Good
evemung Doctor sit down Doctor cream or lemon i vour nos,
Doctor

What can I do?

Get out of my skurts thats what you can do Don ¢ get mad,
Doctor 1 m glad you re here You re beanuful always beaunful 0
me Tall and beautiful More Petra than ever Youee happy?

Without wastng for an answer she scooped the segetables at
the bottom of the soup jug and distnbuted them roughly among
the half filled cups then started down the row of beds Sh turm=d
sharply and pomnted v 1th her spoon “There  shesad.  Bed mune-
teen Smallest woman around.

Petra followed her gestute then crossed the room. She stood 3
moment at the foot of the bed trying to fusc together the woman
she had known and the panent who was starmg at her

Then the woman smiled Her hips already parted on the hall
open mouth drew more sharply away from the arching almond-
shaped teeth Her breathing was short and shallow 1 spute of the
piled up pillows that hifted her nearly erect. But when she spoke
though her voice was valed the distane Mitsu of the past came
1ato sharp focus My fnend, she sud  my good friend Dr
Tetne Her dark face moved m the frame of the coarse woven
pillow  You came just for mer

Iwasgldtocome sad Petra, Shesatdown  You were going
to come and see me remembert

The woman shrugged  Children  shesard.  You know how 1t
1s with chuldren. Who can 1 leave the childeen withe

Talk, you fool sy something Stop thinking that thought stop
twisting that thought around Who wall I leave the cluldren wath?
Stop holding your breath to time your thythm with lers You
came her to encourage her to brng her cheer

How are the cluldeen s
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The woman smiled So good shesud  So big!
Miss Raditch brought the tray down sharply between Petra and
Mutsu Feed her! she sad
Petra smoothed the bed sheets and straightened the perilous angle
af the tray  Daes Muss Radutch scare youz  she asked
No sad Musn. Nobody can scare me now but the doctors
They scare me They want to operate you know
Here  sad Petra  let me help you with this Miss Raditch
scares me
Slowly she spooned the tepid broth i which swam yesterday s
left-overs mto the lips of the sick woman And noting that each
spoonful left Mitsu breathless she talked without pause to fill the
gaping the gasping silence
Mss Raditch ss all nght  she sad  The trouble wath her 1
nobody takes her senously She s been here so long she knows as
much as the chuef superintendent and as much as the chief surgeon
and more than the cook or the purchasmg office ever hape to
remember But she 1s too httle to be taken senously And every
body steps on her
Mitsu nodded
But that doesn t mean shesn tsmart - continued Petra Another
spoon of soup another cracker bite That s good. She s so thin you
can sce 1t gang down Hasn ¢ anyone fed this poor gul since she s
been here: How long have you been here Mitsu
Fave days I famted—
Don t talk. You are eating
That s better Your voice 15 becomung stronger You ve swal
lowed that immense apple of angussh that was caught m your
throat. You ve pushed back 1nto your empty skull the rush of tears
that came mto your eyes You re normal now a doctor chatting
with a patient not a woman looking nto the eyes of another
worman and seemng the run of her own 1mage
We Il work on the noodles now
You re good
You aren t eating me. The noodles are good
Nobody s helped me wath the food.
How could they darling? Don t break down, push them back
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don t thunk of her don ¢ think of you don ¢ think of fove Ve
you compluning about love on th ¢ s2ay Feret Don b thunk of b
chaldren. Get her out of b re thats the thung *They are so by
Poor Raduch would never get through,
Did she call your
Casrots now  Yes sb called. She sud would [ come 2.d e
my old fuends And sud no She sud would I com and kavea
short beer wach her? And Lsaid sorry She sud—— Open yot
mouth Mitsu
Mutsu s head fell back agamst the rough piflow. Wait, shesnd
Petra waited trying not to look anxiows The worman s brrad
was 50 shallow 1t could not posutly get down into het urgs  Did
1 feed you too fastr
Mitsu made a sign no Then 1 want you to sce my kads ¢
(urc}: she sud. “They rc 1n my locker Locker munete-n. Wil you
ookt
No sud Perrs 11 go and take a look at your kuds nEbL
you re 1n here and see they are kept well fed and clean W ould you
Lke me to do thatt
Misusmled unbehevingly  Youwouldn tdost  shesaud. Then
she pushed away the spoon and the cup No more  she sud.
Petra put the tray anay  Milke
N

o

A few sucking breaths between words betw cen phrases. A con=
traction the suspense of pan the mouth opened wider and then
ke a small chuld the burp Mutsu's bids closed one moment ther
she took Petra s hand and drew 1t agunst her body Feel, she sud

Can you feel the bump:

Her ught hutde hand with the too long nails—didn ¢ anyone ever
bother to trm thewr nulst—pressed I etra s hand between the hatd
shrunken breasts Do you feel that bumpe she sud. All the
doctors come m to look at 1t. Do you know what 1t 152

Yes sad Petra  there as a bittle sw elling there
But do you know what the swelling 150

Mitsu s eyes were brght under the pinched 1n Lds challencang
Petra to gloss over that 1f she could to push 1t back mto nothing~
ness with onc of the long meanmpless medical words to treat 1t
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wth the easy casualness of 2 woman who has two colds 2 year and
some years the flu and need not ever be concerned with the femp
coming through the wall of her chest the lump made by the
blown up heart pushing the nbs forward out of bounds

Petra looked away The patient m the next bed was eatng
greedily disregarding fork and kmfe her shaking fingers fumbling
at the food her mouth extended bestially Like a trunk.

Yes smdPetra Iknow whatitis Iknow how 1t can be fixed
But 1t s my heart! cned Mitsu in her raucous breathless voice
How can they fix 1t 1f 1t s my heart?

The woman m the next bed stopped her hand midway to her
mouth, a bit of lettuce cozng 1ts dressing drop by drop on the
rough and spotted sheet She paused and hited her head anxiously
m the direction of the cry her eyes opened wide as though trymg
to see through the scarred corneas and the pupils that were blind

Its my heart thats bulgng saud Mitsu  Thats what the
doctor sud Thats what 1215 1snt itz Her tone had malice and
tumph 1n 1t Now you are bested ar said now I ve got you at the
end of your string and smsterly m tetror sts death eself thats

T

else theyll call
she sud. 111

Be stll said Petra and sat on the edge of the bed her arm
around the lutle body the nine-year-old figure and pressed st
gently agamst her breast as she would a cluld and a5 2 chuld would
Mitsu relaxed agamst bet  Don t you trust your doctor Mitsuz

1 didnt say that I trusted yon remembers 1 wasnt scared

atall

‘Why should you be scared now sllyz Stop smivelling Mutsu,
['m not scolding you It s perfectly natural to be scared Everybody
who gets 1n 2 hospatal 15 scared and then when 1 15 over they say
wasn t that silly how scared I was Why the worst was the scare I
had Afterwards they s y 1t wasn ¢ a bat bad

1'wouldn t be scared 1f 1t was you who did the cutting

But darlmg I am not a surgeon? pe
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You are too  sud Mitsu pulling away 50 as to face her  Its
you who pulled me through, it s you who got my baby out.

Lm not that kind of a surgeon Misu  sud Fetra. But dont
worry Misu 1l geeyou the best surgeon there s And now relax,
dear Stop thinking aboutst. I proruse everything will bealln b

She rose picked up the tray and carmc 11t to the en 1 of the wad
where the cart was stan line The ambulatory pan-nts who were
able brought thear own the othens were picked up eventually amd
remored. Petra waited for her tum slammed the tray dovn with
the same good humoured gesture with which the panents shimmed
theies and then ran down the hall followa g the ratule of anoduer
cart She found Nurse Raditch at last in the fracture ward, whecling
the lame to feed the paralyzed untl everyone had some far chance
of getung to hus food

Did you pound some sense 1n hert  she asked Tetra and then

Waie don ¢ talk m here ['m too busy Can ¢ you call me Later?

I just want to ask you who s her surgeon:

How do I know 1 I suppose Banks would do her He's a good
boy a third year restdent but that s not the type of case you get to
see every day

Has he done any chest surgery ¢

Chest, yes Heart no 1doubt weveh d that kind of heart since
he got here. Petra yourea good eag Why do you think I got you
to come so [ could kill a couple of hours with your Get that ol
out of here Tlease Tetra Thats all I ask of you Ican ¢ stand her
any more Every day she gets smaller and thmner Esery mormng
her eyes have sunk farther back i her head esery day her breath
gets faster and faster 1 don ¢ even take her pulse any more T dont
count her breaths I can tany more It gives me the walhes 1ve lost
my netve And she looks at me you know how she looks ket
was time you did something about her like she d been good and
she & warted quictly and she didn ¢ make a fuss but would some-
body please save her bfe while 1t was sall ume

Shutup will you suid Petra  You don ¢ have to smear 1t on
that thick.

No Imeanit Canyoudosomething Petraz Can you find one
of your fancy speabists to do her for nothing and send her back
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She 15 such a litle but of a thing  sad Radiech agam after a
slence  Justhkea child. fthurs — Well 1said all 1 could think
of and st didn t work dud 1tz

You know 1t has  sad Petra  But how You don t want to
1 tou

“den b a mn

ask Taskkes
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Srx MowTis ago 1t would have been very casy to ask Taikkes Sx
months ago she would not have had to waiz ke this in the daw
g room at the nght of the entrance slone and formal 1a the
rmuddle of the contorted Lows XV furmture under the outwardly
commuseraung but secretly and not too well dugused tnum, has
eye of the old Habizn butler Umberto had at last reduced ber tothe
rank where he wanted her to be Petra the almssecker th de
mander of frvours the kundly nuddle-aged woman with 3 spread
ing beam who comes i to ask the famous surgeon to we
wfluence for a deserving ease a wotnanall poor youns 2 widow
with two small children

She need not have pur herself 1 dus ndiculous sirmation She
could have entered, using her key She stll had her key after all.
The breach between Tatkkes and herself had never been open an
final. As the saying went, they were sull faends She could have
come 1n looked for hum and then finding him gone scnbbled 3
message for hum and gone out. And to hell with Umberto and his
unctuous regrets

Better yet she should have phoned. She had 2 patient who
through some muschance had landed at Chanty Hospatal and was
1 urgent need of specal surgery She would hike hum Taikkes
to do the surgery And would he use hu influence to have the
woman admtted at Musurus tn one of the free beds? That was
awfully nice of him Yes mndeed she Petra was extremely
grateful

Umberto came 1mto the drawing room s step glding and
spanging hus youthful step his youthful beanng polished and
brought forth for the occasion pulled out of the datk compart
ment of the past when to be a good butler meant beng a good
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and graceful juggler and not 2 confidnt not the nurse and the
protector and the fnend Umberto was carrying a tray with thin
sandwiches and the good sherry He had meant then to help and
console He wasn t gloating about the defeat of bis nval Tn the
Lover versus Butler contest she had won the first round but he had
won the field agan and although the battle had not been open
between the two of them 1t was he Umberto who had secured
the spoils 1t was he who owned the Master now after the fight of
the Son and the defeat of the Lover

I thought you mght like some sherry It 1s cold tomght

you she said and watched hum pour it carefully turmng
away from her a little so that she should not nouce the shght palsy
of the nght hand  steadied as though acadentally by the left She
noticed though and turned her eyes away and saw that he had
combed his hair the 1ron black hair streaked by the cuts of the
brush and comb  the dark coarse Italan hatr so much younger than
the liver-coloured face and the dull lack lustre eyes
She took the glass from him  Thank you Umberto  she sad
1 will dnnk this and then leave You will tell Dr Taikkes that I
was here and would fike fum to call me as soon as he can
He waited bent 2 little not obsequiously but wamng so she
continued I need hus help to get 2 panent 1 the hospital, Ir 15 an
urgent case but there are no free beds at Musurus
Hestraightened up  Yes hesmd I will tell um.  He looked
distressed  He should be back soon Any moment now——

Thatsall nght sad Petra  Its enough that he should know
1 should have called—

No no  hesad surpnsingly He hesitated wisibly tom between
the deaf mutism of the good servant and the intolerable need to
soothe and assuage and save of the Butler Lover You should
wait  he smd He looked at her anxiously and then very quickly
he went out of the room The door closed with the finality of a cell
gate Petra who was puttng on her gloves sat back nonplussed
Umberto had decided she was to wait and wat she must

But that s silly she thought Ican goif 1 want to [ don thaveto
watt just because Umberto wants me to
She pulled off her gloves and poured herself another glass of
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Yet st wasthe sherry the ore thy Takkes had o call
‘r:mu when there f::d guests p esent the bottle that Umberto
reserved for the master The sandwich was erabreae, She Liied
the top layer and invesngated. Yes flaked erabmeat, mayonnan.
and chopped watereress her favounte tea sandvach. Why “;n
Umbcrto trying to angratiate kimself with hert What was ¢he
matter with Umbertor Rather of course what was the matr
with Taikkes?

The telephone rang was answered then later rang agam. Tiree
stretched. T etra had finished the sandwiches She had kad no du.er
yet and 1t was after rune o clock. She was danking too much of
Unmberto s preaons sherry Her cyes were heavy and yet there was
the harassing fact of Musu s problem before her It was urgert, 1t
had to be deaded at once It could not wast. The woman would
be dumussed from Chanty Hospital unce she refissed surgery They
needed her bed for people who could and would be saved. Would
she stand the tnp home the probable scarrs the confusion and the
stresses of 2 small household with small chuldren where every
dollar that s spent 15 a deciston of importance s She should be spared
the strain of all deasions where every scolding and slap recaved
by her chuldren while she Ly helpless was 2 scolding and a shp
for her Could she stand this and then brace herself for heart
surgery?

¥ doubt 1t thought Petra. It 1s now nght away or not ac all
And the best surgeon possible not a restdent, exhausted from too
much surgery i too short 2 tme who finds for the finst time that
an aorta with an ancurysm 15 a fragile aorta.

W here was Tarkkes and what was he domg?

W hat business was that of hers or of Umberto s afeer all She
glanced at her warch agamn It was neatly ten o clock, Ths was
really silly She should go home There were other cats to whip
as the French sud. In all furness to her other patients—

As though he had heard the Light scraping of her chur on the
rug Umberto was here agun He held a magazine 1 hus hands
band uncut the supreme effort She remembered the disapproval
with which he accepted her correction when she had first spent
the nught at Takkes apartment. Muss Petrie, he hadsard  theres
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a phane call for you  She had taken the phone call and then later

It1s Dr Petnie  she had sard And he had tepeated  Dr- Petnie
Doctorz as though such behaviour was not to be expected from
adoctor From a cheap woman yes from an Itahian street walker
yes from an American show girl yes but never no matter where
or 1n what country from a woman consecrated with the same trde
as hus master

Now for the first tme n the two years he was acknowledging
her status he was allo ving her her degree her supenior knowledge
her parncipation 1o the holy of holes Like 2 dog bearng a toy
with the same look of d ding hope 1 the bloodshot eyes he
was bninging the A M A Joumal fresh from the mail unopened
recerved today

She should speak to hum she should ask what 15 the matter wath
the master Umberto? What 1s 1t th t I can do about 1tz

She need not even ask she need only look at hum kindly The
words were hot 1 his mouth he was anxtous to speak he was
eager

She got up Iam leaving Umberto she sad [ wall call htm
up tn the morning

Dr Petne—

His head fell to one side and the shght agitanon of the hand
became obvious frightening But Umberto was not trying to hude
1t any more His hands were shaking but whether from Parkinson s
from fear or from need of her the vanquished the defeated or

L -

Umberto Ididn t come
away from her shakimg
tus head more violently with a gesture of rejection of demal  But
Ididn ¢ really she sard I came to ask lum a favour and 1¢ will
have to wart now until morming
But the doctor will be angry
The doctor wall be angry at me 1f he has to be angry Idont
think he wall
Dontgo sad Umbetto Dontgo Dr Petne
She should ask him why She should inqure But 1t did not
matter any more It had not been Jove really st had been 2 play
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1thad been a game The game was over Ithad been over six months
ago It was over so long ago and so thoroughly that look Um
btno she was not aftard to come here agun as though she was
a stranger as though her name was Hindersmuth or Carpenter
She wasn tafrud of love she wasn ¢ even aware of love any mote.
Lose 15 a theatre convention that rule of Anstotle that governs the
plays of the stage 1n which lovers take other men s wives. Unury of
scene of ume and of love As though there was unity of anytlung
i the world as though anything even flesh to flsh could ever be
made one as though even the chuld within the mother s own body
was not darkly an the faght of his own blind kingdom starnag
lus own revole
If she hiad bomne Tatkkes a chuld he would have the nght to ket
love but he had refused to let her bear hus chuld, Just as sh bad
refused to bear Herbs until later unal they were setded, unnl 1t
had aged and withered 1 the realm of ther desice untl there was
no child to be had since there was no love
Thrty sesen years old If she had bebeved 1n Herb therr chuld

would be 11 school this year therr child would be npemng for love.
Her hfe would be the quiet routine half humorous half tender of
alove without urgency or angussh or pity or fear

What 15 the matter with Dr Tatkkes Umbertor she sud
because Herb notwthstanding Taskkes was and would contave
to be the man for her the only one 1n whose arms loye was mote
than a release or a game or a promuse o0 hard to keep another
day another day another day

Ishesllr

No  sud Umberto It 1s worse If he 15 sick to the stomach
or 1f he 15 sick here or here or if he coughs 1ts all nght. Hers a
doctor he knows what syrup he should take and how many days
he staysm bed But Dr Petne he s sick of the sickness of the soul
sunce hus son has left. He tells me one day he goes away another
day I goaway Me I should go away I should die away from
hume Listen he says to me he buys me a house 1n Naples be goes
to Naples and stays there playing the mandolin No he 1s not crazy
atall he yust says that But whyt Youre a doctor too Can you
say why can you do something? Is there 2 medicames
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No Umberto sud Pera [ am sorry there 1s no medicme
There 15 nothing I know to do about that sllness There 15 nothmg
any doctor can do when a man gets sick n his soul.

Adoctor no  sad Umberto Then shyly zeluctantly wath the
crafty smileof anagmg chald  The doctor no but maybe the lady 2

But that was over It had been over months ago And like an
alcobol or a sedative addiction from which, after an intermunable
struggle one wakes up one day and knows that the struggle 1s
finished and the battle won 1t was firushed with Taskkes and love
did not matter 1n the least any more Now 1t was posstble to return
to Herb with perfect sincerity and start agam where they had left
off five years ago not with the hope of loving agam, but with
honesty and wholeheartedness since that was what he wanted and
so far m hife she had paud so little attention to Herb hus needs hus
wishes and to be perfectly frank, his nghts Perhaps that was what
he had loved most about her

Stop daydreaming Petrie she told herself harshly This mans
asking you something Answer hum

But while she had tumned away from hum he quetly had gone
away again Ius arrow shot hus point made As fast as hus silent feet
would carry him  he had dashed out of the room agam hoping
that 1f she were left alone she could not argue with herself or with
hum and would be there whenever the master returned

The room was growing colder She went mto the hall lifted
the thermostat mdicator a couple of notches and fetched her Perstan
lamb coat from the closet Innde the powder room she looked ac
her face with gravity She needed some repar work badly the
sooner the better No use firghtemng Tatkkes with this partcular
face the face as he had told her once of 2 woman who had seen
everything  She brushed her short blonde hair forward then
throwng her head back let 1t fall into ats natural parting T am still
beautful she thought but it won t be long now Sull holding
the hipsack to her momh, she went 1nto the Iibrary where the full

- t ~ Shelookedat t
at the thoughtful
well being
nd should not be
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condemned but the truth was the truth no matrer ar what stag”
of the game—had apparently rade a very poor wfe to Fer bus-
band and a worse mother Little Ganth 1n a cu ¢ sure of the Lt
nuncteen twenties protecavely held m the folds of hus rothers
moire deess which half-covered hus hugh bare legs had 2 sneular
and most unchildike stare on his dehcate face so hke b s 1 the
hich round forchead the high bndeed nose The pamter had
caught somethung of thar personahines m the hienes of the tun
[ N SO | t LSS S NV o | r £

husband and father the diff dence the ravashed prde ance theee
was no teanslatable language

With Petra there had been no submussion no ravishment There
had been only the full recogrution of cach 1n th other s hfe almost
as1f they had known each other before and lost to each other had
not known the day nor the place of the meetng had gone on
unw :mng unhoplm:: l;or the comadence of thar chance encounter

<

ot the higues for a single dimension effect She had met hum 1n her
third year of medical school when she entered Chanty as a surgieal
clerk. At that ume Taikhes was sull on the Chanry Hospatal staff
a postion he had gien up last year after Garth had lefe Damn
Garth she thought funously Was 1t necessary for lum to become
so damn holy  nd gently and nobly drve hus father to hellz Any
way she was surgical clerk and he was chaef surgeon They had
met over the open belly of a Negro cook who had been repeatedly
stabbed by a crazed water in a Times Square cafereria - Who did
this to your Taskkes had asked the man sw cating the death sweat
of shack and of receding conscrousness and the swollen broken
Iips had answered as each of the victims always ansnered the ex
pected and unchanging words A friend.

‘The man had been brought m at the end of the Fnday afternoon
surgicals and the chuef resident was to take over but Tarkkes had
pwhed bim aside  No son e had sad.  He bas no time to lose.
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You mught not do it fast enough. The resdent had turned away
from the table with an angry jerk of the head. He was 2 mce boy
bull necked and round of head wath dark smapping eyes 2 boy
self made and sound actve and yealous of hus skall. This was hus
case and he wanted 1t and he was disappornted not to be allowed
to handle 1t As he moved anay from the table 1n anger Taikkes
rasing lus eyes one moment from the wound met Petra s eyes
freshly blue and eagerly grateful above her mask since there was
1o one else there to be grateful for the wounded. Tell lum to
come back and watch  Takkes bad told her and she sad  Give
Iim a few munutes to wear 1t off A few mimutesz he sud and
she had smiled  Yes she smd. Ten munutes at most Taikkes
had shd the omentum hd mto the wound and 1dentfied the first
of the seven bowel openings that he was to find and sew up that
mght Youknow him well: he asked. No shesad not too
well Well hesud how do you know about the ten minutes
And to the nurse  Kelley please
Petra knew what he was asking but pretended to musunderstand,
He s really very thnlled at being on your service  she sad. What
was the boy s name the boy who had started them toward each
other s 1if acadentally because body had to  Arnherm—was
that s name?—Amheim, Bob Arnheim and he was domng his
stuff 1n Portland now where he had come from He was marmed.
She had had a Chnstmas card from hum [ast year showing hus wife s
picture mserted 1 a Chnstmas bauble his wafe and each of his
three children and the dog
He 15 very thrilled to be on your service  she had sard Tatkkes
had not replied just looked at her haif angnly half beggmngly
Then because of the urgency of the case not the mterns—what
did he care what the interns thought of hum or of her and as far
as that was concetned what did she care what they thoughts—
he had sud nothmg more untl theee hours later Then he had
given Amheim the care of closing the nasion and taking the case
on to the discharged-cured phase knowing the kid had learned
enough to handle the next case wath Juck,
Andyou  heasked Petra takung her away from the table peel
1ng hus rubber gloves off taut so taut that they were transparent,
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are you pleased to be on my servicet Do you want to become s
surcon too!

Tamjuwsta dcrknDr Takkes she had saad. Imnotonyor

vice Iam just a floater
s“‘l know Jhc told her  Go chunge your clothes 11 take you
bome

It was runc o clock. When he had left her at one, she was ex
hausted funous humubated but sull 2 virgin. She was engaged
to Herb hus nng sull felt foragn on ber finger and 1f she kad re-
sisted Herb 1t wasn ¢ to gave herself to the first man who whisded,
But 1t had been much more difficult to refuse Takkes So diffieult,
to be truthful that Petrn who was twenty three 1n June had let
Herb advance the marnage date to the end of her cleck year w-
stead of to the end of her medical studies the following Junc. This
had messed up the st year thoroughly The final exans had been
a horror There were no bnlhant tmprosisanons 1n neuro-surgery
no flights of fancy in pharmaceutical practice, The annbsotics were
Just comung mto their own that year and demanded more mntell-
gence than the textbooks had assumed of the reaprocal acuon of
bactena on bacilh on moulds on ussues

She d made 1 though and thought her troubles had come to an
end when after her honeymoon sansfied calmed down at last and
a woman she had retumed to New York for her itemnship She
had thought 1t perfectly safe to chance Chanty again now that she
was matried and had a husband to protect her agamst the msults
that might—nughti—be addressed to her But there had been no
msults No demands no more struggles Nothung more than an
occastonal oblique reference to strong women cheap and crude,
and hus hingering glance upon her But st was the unexpected which
had happened It was she who violently uncontrollably had fallen
m Jove with im  Yes what about Herb and theu honeymoont
Herb bad been the catalyst that was all whereby the need for
Taikkes had exploded wnside her For four years she had fought
agawnst 1t until at last the residency finished” she had retumed to
Howard with Herb and started practice there Takkes now reso-
lutely forgotten she had deaded to grve her all to marmage and
to her medical career
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The trouble of course was that she had not succeeded Try as
she might and she had tried 1t would take longer than she had
patence for to convince Herb that she was no less a woman for
being a doctor and convincing Herb s chents and hers that she was
10 less a doctor for being a woman Eventually with the death of
Bonme Hurd i that dreadful polio year she had lost She had
pulled up her stakes from both suburbia and from marmed hfe
wnth relief and with horror Never she had promused herself never
would she so divide herself agam She would be first what she
loved first berself as a doctor She would remamn m a large aty
where a skart does not alter the opmion that people have of your
judgment or of your knowledge She would have love too not
as a sacrament but as a food And arnving i New York she bad
gone straght to Takkes

Tears rose to her eyes She had never stopped loving lum What
was she domg her fists 1 her eyes ke a lovesick peasant girl what
was she domng huddled in the deep armchair the coat she had
recerved from him across her shoulders wainng for lum to come
home from goodness knew what strange rendezvous so that she
mght tell him she did not love him any more that she was gomg
back to Howard to Herbz Was that why she had come? Was that
the reason why she was herer No thete was something else
Remember Petra remember Doctor Dr Petne remember your
patient Mitsu Watanabe the anenrysm case

Mutsu' she thought weanly 1 had forgotten

Heavily she wrapped the coat around her shoulders and strode
out of the library

In the drawing room dnnking sherry out of her glass Taikkes
was standing warting for her
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Stz saw his fancue almost before she taw hym Tatkkes sunding
m the doornay saw hus surprie at finding Fer there so laeat
nught awainng him And she saw hus hesitanon as to how to greet
her whether as the woman he had known and slepe wih and
loved or as the doctor he met now and then in his rounds ac the
hospital the doctor he had trained and adsised and treated with
rough camaradenc and ironcal but none the less real deference
since she was bright and willing to work Iike 2 horse She saw also
hus embarrassment m feching humsclf so beaten and undone and so
she took the mitiative and went quickly to lim making her face
happy and blank and unconcemed as she would before 2 panent
with an incurable wound

Imso ghd yousccome shesud I wasabout togo Iwas
afraid your dignified Umberto would throw mie out

Isecome hesud lvecome Ialways skeep in my own bed.
You know that. Sit down  he said wath false Jovaalin  sit down,
Doctor and tell me what s on your mund Or did you come just to
see me?

No shesud Imstrong Ihave just come to ask a favour

He let hunself down heawly bestde her on the davenport
Good  hesad. Thats fine Be a good grrl and tell Umberto 1
want some coffee Hot milk and sugar Umberto! he roared
Petra went to the door  Bring lum some coffec Umberto  she
told the old servant  Hot mulk and sugar  Yes 11l have some
too Black. It s cold 1n here
She came back to Tahkes and he pulled her down beside lum
Because she was 5o tall he did not like to stand beside her He
liked her at hus level cut down to hus sze hus great shaggy head
above hers But having her besde lum he tumed away from her
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She felt hus restlessness and regretted having waited for ym. He
looked thin Hlis vorce was forced. His face bote two deep trenches
as though he had been clawed and scarred There was about um
a thin ameability that was not at all Iike hum, that was disturbing
Well hesad  what have you been up to?
She took the glass of sherty from im and placed 1t on the table
besrde her  What do you mean what Lhave been up to? she said
You know perfectly well what 1am domng By the way the cime
appomtment went through, Thanks a lot Im happy about 1t
Bah hesud thats nothing That sn t what I meant What
are you domng with yourself2 You I mean
Idontknow shesad Herbs name on the tp of her tongue
but suddenly mncongruous and unreal just pow [ don t know I
haven t deaded.
You ve been thimkmg about 1t all this ume
You don t have to be polite  shesaid  and pretend to be inter
ested 1n my private hfe I manage to survive somehow
Somehow That s good Yeah somehow Ibet.Tbetyoudo I
bet you find a somehow e said and then stopped because Um
berto was coming m with the coffee tray and crackers and Bel
Paese He watched Petra get up anger nising 1n her f ce and walk
away from him head high spine up and straght her whole back
strong proud withheld gomg aw y from lum wath the affectng
thythm of a walk that was unhke the walk of any other woman a
woman to be gathered recetved and nurtured the woman beside
whom all other women were cheap merchandsse tin pan music
steerage
She was back Women don t leave all at once and forever They
return and they leave agam staying away a lirtle longer each time
Petra was not hke the others She could grow old and put on flesh
and fat and tum whte and sull the spint within her would keep
burnmg hot and bnght Yes But 1t was over She was not mm
portant to ham just now To keep her now would mean what to
do about her tomorrow how to get rid of her tomorrow of her
kandness of her concern The old complications To stay or not to
stay ‘To marry her To be responsuble for het happiness When he
could not pretend any more When he himself had no longer any
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¢ for happtness nothing more to give except hus need of ber
:—S:muh :xlc‘fpz for the shabby remains of the man he had bim.
When he could no longer be absorbed in her or anyone clic whes
the only thought that absotbed hum was what had happened to
Garth and how he hus father had let st happen to lum.
Well hesud  outwithat. Whatsatand what do you wart:
He poured the hot mulk 1nto s coffce put in the sugar
1t with lus spoon and drank 1t down greedily the hot sweet dnnt
comforung and quienng hus nusing smpanence.  What do yoo
wantt he sud to her strong back since she was away from him
nov  her head agunst che window
Shetoldim  Itsa moman at Chanty  shesudn a calm di-
tanrvoce  An old patent of mine a young woman with 2 guz.
ancurysm She s afraid of sureery out there [ also am afrad of
for her There 1s pracucally no pulse 1 her legs Thaventseen the
X rays but I msute she s very close o the edge 1wish you would
take carc of 1t
You mean you want me to operate,
Yes  shesad
Im not at Chanty any more, he sud.
Iknow that shesud  You could get her transferred.
It s a hell of a ot of trouble
Iknow 1t she saud
He said nothing for 2 while then Suppose she drest hesud.
Come shesud aren t you willing to take a chancet
Whose case 15 she out therer

Youknow the residents  she sud.  Hus name 15 Banks, Raditch
says Hes a good hand but they don ¢ get an aneurysm every day
Tt would be hus firse

1 was pretty good as a resident  he sad, He spread both arms
on the back of lus char He was feeling better The colour was
\:lummg to hus checks I did some handsome surgery as a tesi=

ent

Imsute youdid shesud
The best damed bladder repare I ever did was at Chanry my-—

second year on a lug of a truck drver who went and got humself
killed 1n a crash the weck after he was out
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Iknow shesad  but they are not all Takkeses out there
No hesud darkly they arent.

Damn she thought [said the wrong thing  He Il start thinking
about Garth agan She returned and sat down beside lum Do
you want to be coaxed? she sad.

Hesighed No  hesmd Il take care of her Get her over to
Musuras for me Tell Sacial Service to put ber m as my case 111
have Dave take a look at her and work her up

But you Il do her yourself wontyoue sad Petra

You do care  said Taikkes  Friend of yoursz

I delivered her first chuld  said Petra  She's Japanese Youll
kmow how I feel when you see her She s so hetde and quiet and so
scared

Allnight all mght all nght hesaid I1ldo whatIcan Any

at lum briefly and slipped out of the embrace She took down hs
hand and kept 1t 1n hers at her nde

Yes shesaid [am dong what { want I guess [ am happy

You are evading

I should be leaving  she said

Wellgo hesad Go go on. Sec the doors open Why did
you come 1 the fiest place Are you afrad 15 that st are you afrad
of met

But hus hand was holding her wnst sharply without tendemess

and though his eyes were fixed upon her with hard mtennon he
was not listeing to her answer He did not even hear his own
words so that mvoluntanly as though speaking to the deaf she
raised her 4 4

Darling  she sad aloud  you are tired you must rest You ve
had a long day and you have your cliic tomorrow
‘What do you know about my day¢ he sud m the same cone
You don t know anything of me any more Is that why you came?
Tas eme to find me like thisz
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She did not answer and he pushed her away from ham droppr g
Jus hands on lus knees and sighing Thenls started sweanng grosdy
as 2 child who wishes to be slapped

Stop 3t Takker sud Tetra  Get hold of yourself Dont It
go ike this Tatkker what s the matter vath your Whats wro
can t you tell met

She put her hand on his shoulder and shook 1t lighdy But ke
went on repeating over and over agam the obscene words dully
patently without relish and without inflection Qutsid  the door
lctra heard the fame shuffling of his mansenvant s caunous s ¢p
Suddenly she was fnghtened.

Tatkker! she cried  Stop 1t I tell you! Stop!

He pulled away starded tumned toward her and wi hdrew further
to focus on her better because he did not have iy glasses. It was
as 1f he had not seen her at all and was only now recogmang Fer
He gnmaced then recogmtion and pam and the apology of b
smile twisung the ndges of hus face 1 a porgnant and cruel anc
ture of the man she had known

What 15 3t darling? she sud her heart breaking withm ber

Taikker dathng what 1s 1tz

He ughed agun profoundly this ume as though released from
an gnoble dream of terror Like a heavy child obese and unknow
g he buried hus face on her neck.

Itsno good he sud after 2 while  Petra my dear ats no
good 1t sno damn good atall. It sall wrong and you know it

But what 1s wrong dearest:

Its all wrong Its wrong for you Esen for you You should
not be here You should not come back. Never neser come back
Never come back to me.

She started protestng She had not come back for hum She had
come back for someone else someone mdistinet now and forgotten
someone on 2 forgotten bed 1 a distant hospital someone weak,
weaker now 10 her mind amorphous and dulling ebbmg away
Mitsu: Who was Mutsu ¢ Had she worrned about Mitsut Who was
Mutsu and what care of hers could she ever be and how could she
Petra have ever felt the alien woman s pan and anguish when her
whole self now was raw scraped fresh extended mto thus new
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pan attached and grafted mnto 2 sorrow closer to her than her
own flesh?
Mitsaz
Darling shesud Ihad to come
He mterrupted her with the pressure of lus flat tipped fingers
1 — - o~ oad

cunous tourists who come 1n to look at the place to look at the
walls and the beds and the places where they killed and buned
therlove OhPetra hesad ramsng lusface to her  Whatdoyou
know of love: How can you come back to me?
He pushed bcr away and put his head m his hands and then
— A~ b verds burted n hos valms were m

know what sort of help He needs a sedauve but what can a sedative
do for hum which will h:lp hxm when he wakes up
' et ol fen sthe ch b
| o1

1 [
and wath all her might kneading the heavy layer of muscles unal
she felt um gaving a little yielding a Little under her hands

Dearest  she sard, soothingly 1n the quier voice used wath the
sleeping patients who must be roused just 2 hetle just enough to
tum mn their beds or to swallow the pll dear 1ts all nght we
aren t fighting any more wearent sking anything of each other
I don ¢ want anything of you you cannot give or do not wish to
grve Dear dear Taikker cant you forget the fooksh me and the
foolish you can t we forget the foolsh people we have been can t
we just be quetly and lovingly two people together without a con
test and without a struggle?

Ha2 hesad Lovingly quictly You:

Takker shesad look Ihave come to talk to you nottoask
you to make love to me

85



When you come to me jou are a beggar be sud.

No shesud {mnotany more I wasa begeaconce dachn,
1 came to you because you wanted me but mostly because 1 needd
you Tcameasa begear 1was alonc and I was frightened and 1 wa
1n need and [ am glad T eame Butit 15 over now [am not atk. g
anything more

But you woullifIdlet you Andleant, Teanc Pera

Iknon she sad soothingly

No youdont Youdon teven know what1am tatking about,
he said pulling anay from her brusquely pushing Tamself sera b
upon thesofa 1know what you think and you re wrorg 1amzot
incapable you know Thatantt

Ididn t mean that, she sud. She tried to faugh. It didn coccr
to me

Butit did. § can have women you know [ can havea woman
every mght.

Oh for goodness sake she sud  don ¢ be childish, Takker
What 15 1t to me 1f you do or 1f you don et Thats your business,
not mme

It 15 your busincss  he smd  We loved together We were
happy together We were so damn happy you wanted to masry
m

c

No Iddnot shesud Ionlyasked youand you refused and
1 was glad you refused

Youhar hesad He wassilent.

Outside the door there was the gentle pat pat pat of Umbertos
coat rubbing agamnst the door Outside the window there was the
clear sharp lugh pitched wind swirling and banking aganst the
pane Petra had never fclt so lonely and so msigmficant 12 her
lonehness But the man who had been her lover was more lost than
she and suffering more

Ihave no night  be said at Jast I cannot start agam a whole
hifetime wath you
I'know shesaud 1 understand perfectly Takher Marmage
15 more than love
No hesad 1t 1nt more than love Itsammnand 3
woman  he sad after a moment It s 2 whole man snd 2 whole
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woman and 1t's the thing they make together Its a man and 2
woman and thesr daughter and thew son The son of ther youth
1n the making growing something together outside of themselves
that 15 better than they have been It takes youth, youth, Petra
Force Petra The things you have Hope, behef You know that
dontyou?

Iloveyou hesad and st struck hard because he bad not sad
1t before  but there 15 youth stll in you and none m me You
aren t yet forty You are still 2 woman you still can grow a child
mside your womb Go ask your husband for a son while you sull
can

Takker shesad  my husband—

No hesaid donttell me Your husband1sa dumb dull guy
That has nothmg to do with it He I take you Any man will take
you gladly [am sorry he said dully  that I bave come between
the two of you.

Youhavent shesad 1had left um

Dontwart Petra hesad Go while the gomg 1s good While
you have something to give Every month 1s another month Jost.

I wanted your child  sud Petra slowly I have never wanted
a child from anyone but you And then remembenng her wish
to call up Herb an hour ago she stopped 1n surprise at her own
words

He took her hand and patted 1t 2 minute silently His cyes were
heavy and lost

Ilove you he said vaguely to the rug to the floor  Ilove you
but you must go away 1 love you but you must bear children All
my sons are dead Garth 1s dead to me and all che sons of Garth
are ot to be Go away Petra go away my dear There 1s nothing
that love can do for me any more Will you fo get me Petra my
dear# Will you try to forget me your old teache ~ your old lover?
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Ger Away! sud Nick in a thick, angushed voree 11 got more
than { can do

Petra looked at him 1 astorushment at hus face red suddenly
above the mask at hus young awkward hands manspulating the
breathing balloon with almost spasuc contracuons saw the gros
ing tension of the ughtened jaw  the sudden jerkang of bus head,
the instinctive squanng of the shoulders and understood. I wasnt
wrong the other day she thought. T wasn t erazy 1 didn timagiee
things That poor dope 13 1n love with me Aloud m an eved
measured voice she sud 11 get Dr Sandstrom.

Dr Sandstrom having sct up the spimal for the D & C. was
hisoffice working with lous p on his {anacs-
thesta charts which he was gomng to present i Apn! for bis PRD
He took off the thick lens glasses without which lus eyes were
suddenly small and very tired and rubbed hus face wath hus hands

Allnght hesud 1l go Ies the Japanese gl sntae?

Yes sad Petra It s a shame to pull you away from all your
playthings but Strbu has hus hands full. He hasnt been on the
service very long

He came on i January  sud Sandstrom, and hess a bught
boy He put anay the tnangle the compass and the rulers corked
hus 1k bottle and tapped hus graphs i a neat pile at the left of the
desk.  But anaesthesa 1s not his ficld, We want to be a big surgeont
a big cheese, grow new arms and legs make plasnc lungs trans
plant brams—I don t know what Ok well hcs just a kud. Hell
growup Herose. 1llookmonium hesud  smceyou want
me to By the way coffee with me later 1n the cafetena?

1m going there now  said Petra. [ don t know why surgery
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1s making me nervous this moming Im out of the habit I
gucss

Oh come on  he sad Its a good case You mught learn
something

No sudPetra There 1s somethmg about this Idon t know
she repeated  1d rather not be there Go on 11 see you after
wards

But this 15 your case 1sn t1t? It s that Japanese girl the one you
brought m#

Look Sandy shesmd Ihave been asked speafically and un
mustakably to get the hell out of that operating room Yes by that
drab Litle boy with the ears  She arched her hands over her cars
and waggled them  So I'got Now be 2 good guy and straghten
him out will your

Gently she put her hands agamst him and pushed hum out of
the room then she slpped out of the surgical gown which covered
the straight cotton umform put on her white doctor s jacket and
went down to the coffee lounge the mask sall dangling from her
neck.

The lounge was full and when Petra opened the door she re-
coiled from the 1mpact of the nose Two hundred office workers
of the hospital were there and they were all talking at once rapidly
desperately as though they had to crowd into fifteen munutes the
entire thoughts of 2 hfetme Talking laughing too busy even 1
ther happy release to eye the few men who cowered over their
mormng coffee on the high stools at the counter Petra waited 2
couple of minutes then found an empty seat and chmbed on 1t
Automancally the watress filled a cup pushed 1t m front of her
watted her eyes elsewhere to give her the chance of askmg for
something else then scribbled the check and went on Petra fumbled
m her pocket for a ipstick and redid her mouth wathout looking
1 the mieror which made up the side wall of the room with a
wide careless sweep There she thought [ have done my dury by
the boys She returned the hpstick to her pocket pulled out her
pack of agarettes and then her fingers found the folded paper
which she had placed 1 1t four days ago and which she had not
even yet answered.
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1shall be in town Frday 1am counting th days because ths
ume 1t 13 you who alled me Be good to me when 1 see you
‘Thea dontlet 1t be a game to you. k13 not a game to me. Fire
years 15 a long time but I can ¢ forget that you have been my
wife and that you were happy with me. Del.eve me, we can find
a good solution 2 common ground and 1f thus should fal then
11l come all the way Iam ready to give in all the way Thex
You ate the stronger of the two of us 2nd perhaps Ive been
stubborn too long 1 need you—r

Itsnow she thought What shall I do about Herb?

Absently she snrred the coffee in which there was nesther cream
nor sugar over and over again preoccupation drawing a furrow
across her brow Herb she thought my dear my very nice. Herb
why can ¢ 1kt you mect somebody else and get married and bave
chuldren as good as carncst and as true as you are? I should let
you get marmed Herb she said to him wordlessly You should get
a nce schoolteacher from your home town who wall admure the
bard working lawyer give hum the first place 1 her hfe and
stmply and wholeheartedly make hun happy But I m stubbom
Herb Teant lee go of you fcant ket you forget me cvenaf you
‘want to

Coffee black and doughnuts  said a vorce beside her  Well,
said Sandtsrom turning on us stool beside her I can t smagme
what you were worrymng about, Hes handling the job all nght
He's a bit exated because 1t s hus own responsibihry but he s quite
equaltost Good grief he s got to start solo some tme He s only got
three months of this you know He d better learn something before
he starts mn surgery

Ob hell Tdonteareabouthum sudPetra Itsthe paneatlm
concerned about

Sandstrom pursed hus bps and nodded us head several umes

Well hesaud 1 guess she Il make 1¢ all nght Tatkkes the sccond
seems to have everyone well in hand. The way Stull lords 1t over
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a blow

Yes  Sandstrom agreed breaking up hus doughnut  that wasa
blow He swallowed some coffee and munched on hus eyes enor
mous under the thick glasses  That was a blow all nght And the
boy not even 2 Catholic after all And all hus medical educanon
gone down the dramn Well to each lus own salvanon We are all
entitled to that much, arent we?

She looked at um. Are we Sandy: she asked Sometimes I
wonder

So speaks the smner  hesud By the way whose hillet-doux
were you reading when I came m.

She hesitated an wnstant then My husband s she sad

Not agan?

Yes shesad My faule this ime And now I m getnng cold
feet T m darned 1f I know what to do about 1t

Your fault: hesaid astonished How 1s thate

Iwaslonely shesad 1wasdepressed and lonely Icalled i
up I thought—— But now I don t know any more and I m begin
ning to feel hotribly uncomfortable about 1t He was starting to
date some gurl n Howard

Damned awkward, he said  Cant you stop thunking about
hum period:

Icould, she said but— Look suppose I did and ke got
marnied to the local fourth grade teacher—one of them must be
pretty wide-eyed and eager—then what about me?

Well hesaid reasonably  what about you now ¢ What would
that change?

Nothing shesad  except that there he s n the background
sl wating sull adoring and its a heck of a good feeling for 2
woman to have I don tknow I mmghe Ijust possibly mught.

And cook Ius meals mend hus socks read the funmes i the
local commercial sheet and get the Sund y Her 14 T'1b ne on
Monday mght by the six o clock bus Would that do 1t
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Hes willing to come back to New York, shesand mveme
d and try it agan
i lh!?s donc:Z bcféi Don t do that to krm Petra That would
be the worst cut of all. Say  he added  they re paging Takkes
W
xmIn the silence of the now empty room zbove the roar of the ar
conditoner the loud-speaker heard at last, was sayig m
anonymous voice which was thin and frayed  Dr Takkes Dr
Takkes Dr Hyalmar Tarkkes
Hes in the budding chen  sud Petra Lets go try to find
hum.
The loud speaker will find lum  said Sandstrom  Tell me
when are you going to meet your roommate
Tomght, sud Petra  Hes stopping at the Savoy Plama 11
meet bum for dinner
Sandstrom pushed hus cup to the edge of the counter and the
wattress refilled 1t then Peeras Well  he sud  be good now
Remember a false move at thus point may be fatal
Th =d e~ sud Petra I dont
» I'm not my us

ed
Which one:
Thats good he sad  Thats famous Which of the twenty
five mterns and the twelve residents 15 not 1n Jove with your
About three  she sud.  Let s see Bell 1 happily marnied and
Tvelet lum alone——

Okay hesud Im talking about Surbu about Nick. He looks

te
; v wd gy uuy dliun so
This feeling sorry for people can g0 too far  sud Sandstrom
And you feel sorry for the funmiest people Petra How about
feeling sorry for yourself some umez
Ido shesud Justgive meachance She shipped off the high
stool Ive got to find Tatkkes  she said She put her hand on hus
arm  You ll check on Nick agan won t you?
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Sure hesad and shall I call your husband for you and tell
hum 1t s no soap
No shesmd I guess I can do that myself

He answered at once as though he had been siting beude the
telephone waiting for her to call His voice was just as she remem
bered 1t but breathless tense She knew him so well that she
could see hus eyes the pupils which dilated a hittle whenever he got
excited

Darling  hesad I just got out of the shower I was gomg to
call the office—

I thought you would I m sull at the hospital Herb and 11l be
making up lost time at the office all afterncon I don t think 11 be
able to get out early

Butyouare coming  hesad We Il have dinner together

Yes we will  she said and heard 1n spite of herself the note of
tenderness which crept into her votce Oh hell she thought Im
musleading lum he s going to sta t hoping Do [ want himz She
heard hum making plans for the evening and then unwilling to let
go of her giving her the news of the small Tlhnots town whete she
had hved with him for those long years naming names which now
were without a face

Darling  shesad 1ve got to tell you—

Immediately his voice stopped and she felt 1n the dark silence
the tension and pan come upon the man to whom she was sl
bound not m law not by marmage any more but by the unre
Jectable bonds of the first giving Her own voice broke

Then more tentative with an obvious effortat calm  Yes Thea
what 15 12 he said

She did not have the heart to explan  Nothing  she sad

We ll talk later

You are not changing your mind

She laughed 1n spute of herself 2 high nervous laugh  No
no shesud youd mb bunny Iam not

My dear he said reproachfully

Tomght then shesad At seven

‘Then softly because now she felt as though she were with lum
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1n the bare hotel room seeing hum bare foor shoulders hunched
and cramped having reached the phone 1n one great leap from
the bathroom and because her throat was full of hus own angusk,

Good-bye Herb  she said softly Too softly And having burg
up she went out of the booth slapping the door shut hard as ske
would have liked to slap herself for being so damn hypocnncat-
or clse so open and bare
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SHE HAD noticed the gl as soon as she had entered the Lounge
while she Petra was sull talking to Sandstrom She had watched
without thinking the manner at once brazen and tentatne m
which she had stood at the door first looking at the tables then

straghtened agun  the whole body weight—what there was of 1t
that1s one hundred one hundred and one or two pounds—swung
on one hip with the knee of the left leg turned mn a luele 1n the hus
torical presentation of the show girl And Petra taking 1n the too
hght—coloured too shaggy hared polo coat tightly and bizarrely
belted the young face so pure 1n 1ts surface and so ravaged 1n the
delicate kneading of the almost chuldish flesh of the throat and
cheek the dark hair which alone wath 1ts white side parting was
| Jomocent and fresh wondered at her one fleeing moment and dis
mssed her wathout di gnosis
\ But now the girl was beside her wating for the elevator and
their eyes met And the thought unal then snll maruculate m
Petra s mind broke through to her consciousness A show gul she
thought Pregnant and dull enough to think that this s the place
to come to solve her problem She s going to ask me where the
soctal worker 15 and [ 1l have to lead her there by the hand
The gurl started to speak but her words were unexpected Where
can I find my husband: shesad Dr Stull
Dr Stull? said Petra wath a jerk of surpnse  Your husband 2
Yes sadthegi! Wheress het
Hes m surgery  sad Petra  He's operanng night now He
won t be through for another hour
Ob, sad the gurl Is it that slow?
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It 1s better that w2y you know

Well sad Petra yes y yous ™ ddat

shexss
by
wrong saleswoman Tlaying the doctor s wate Hollywood snle

Where can I wait for ume

We have a bbrary  said Petra wath magazines and thnge
Would you like to sit theret It I be a fong wait though.

Idontmnd sudDido Ihave nothing to do

Come along then sud Petra  Iam Dr Letne Your husband
15+ orking on one of my panents

Iknow sudthe girl  You dont look the way I thought.

Petra smtled but let the rematk drop She could see the kind of
smage the child had 1 her mund the great bony handed massive
shouldered women who made up the female part of the mededd
profession and who were disappeanng now It was no longer nects
sary to affect the allure of a man to become an M. Somchow ¢
caricature remamned But 1t would be hard to tzanslate this mto the
gl s inguage and 1t did not concern her 3o she led her n silence:

The hibrary was empty but warm and cozy with 1ts deep 2rme
chaurs and 1ts bright cretonnes Especually now 1n contrast 13
what was happening out-of-doors—great winds and the beginung
of another snow storm  There sud Petra  Here are the ficnon
books the detectrve stories and the magaznes

And thoset asked the gut

Those arc the medical books  said Petra. 1 don ¢ think youd
be mnterested 1n them.,

Tam sad the girl She took a few steps ratsed her hand toward
one of the textbooks then let st drop  Which would you read,
she asked Petra wath the dircctness of a school chuld  1f you didn?
know anything at allt

Is this an act thought Petra or do they really come this way?
Aloud she sud  Youd better leave those alone They d give you
the hotrors Here this 15 the latest New Yorker Mademosselle—
Reader s Digest

You think Y am dumb  sad the gurl wathout a change of e

presston
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Petra laughed. No 1m afraid of what your husband would do
to me 1f you started to talk of jaundice at dmner tomight
The girl shrugged. Its not for Dave shesaid  Or only justa
Lide Its mostly for me Tam—
Yes¢ sud Petra
So—well—I don t know As though I went on tour n Canada
lets say and I got left 10 a town where Id never been before
That s1t Or do you kmow what I mean People do the same things
the trees are the same and the houses are buile the same way but
1t doesn t make sense. The town 1s different Do you see?
Sit down, sad Petra  and take off your coat 11l find you
something
Lost One word would do Lost And no wonder How on carth
i

— P

Was sex enough to tic these two? Well she thought I take my hat
off to yon Dave Stull since you did yourself the honour of marry
mg her You re not beyond hope But absurd as this marnage could
be who am I to pass judgment: What about myself and Herb:
‘Was 1t more honourable to fail 1 a marnage where everything
was meant for success than to atternpt happmess when everything
seemed set agamst at?

What 15 your name? she asked returning with a book 1n her
hands not too thick, not too large for fear of discouraging the
gurl and wath many pictures

Dido  said the gurl.

Well Dido sad Petra, here1s a book on cluldren It tells all
about growth and duscase and diet and everything That would be
the best book to start on Its a book for doctors And please call
me Petra Everyone calls me that

All nght Petra, said the gurl She smiled a deliberate flashmg
show gurl smule without warmth Then her face relaxed  Your eyes
are real blue  she sad

Suddenly Petra felt very old 1 m gong back to surgery  she
sad 1l eell Dave youre here  She put her hand on the guls
shoulder Good bye Dido she sud.  And good luck.
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Asove it blood rare roast which he was carving wath tender skl
Takkes looked at bus guest Dr Johnston No hesad Jeres
not speak of the boy now I have no intention of spoiling my meal
Later Doctor with a dank in my fist 11l give you the whole
works And then we ll go and call on the giel

Youre fecling unusually bitter about 3¢ sud Dr Johnston
ruldly How long ago was 1t that he cntered the monastery?

Buters sud Takkes hus kmfe arrested i mud-ar  Buter?
That s not the word for 1t Its not bitterness 1t s 1ndignation, 185
impotent idignation It s fury Don t you have any cluldrent

Three.

Aren t they going into medianc?

They arc sull pretty young  said Dr Johnston helping humself
to mustard  They arc the children of my sceond marnage you
know The boys are still at the electric tran stage. Milly 1s fifteen,
though. She thinks she wants to become a psychuatmst bike her dad-
1m not discouraging her Damned good field for a smart woman
1f youask me But1m not goimng to push any of them mto medscal
school They are not what they used to be when you and I were
students Hjalmar Even the best of them.

How do you mean? They learn a hell of a lot more than whes
1 started on my first cadaver R ber b logy ber
pharmaceutics 2

Sowhat? said Johnston  We ve got better instruments better
mucroscopes better drugs Heard the story of the tailor and the
shoemaker:

Taikkes nodded to the butler  Wine Umberto  he sud then
to Johnston  Go ahead 1 won ¢ stop you

Well sud Johnston 1t goes hike this Mornis who had come
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from the old country first was domg pretty well when Abe came
over He had one hundred dollars in the bank. So Abe after look
1ng around 2 bit comes to lnm and says  Morns 1 ve got an offer
of a store and stock. It s a swell proposition and 1t has no holes in
1t The only thing s Ineed one hundred bucks  Go ahead and get
started  says Morns  Today s Sabbath and tomorrow s Sunday
but Monday by noon 11l have the money foryou So on Monday
mormng he goes to the bank withdraws hus hundred dollars his
entire savings and when Abe comes to him he has the money
for him

Years go by Morms 1s domg well but he has eleven children
and has not had time to get hus nose off the tallor s table So when
his daughter wants to get married to the real estate tycoons son
and wants to impress the m laws he goes to Abe and says Abe
old friend Esther 15 marrying Hanmbal Vanderplush next week
and we got to ampress his old man How about letting me have five
thousand bucks for a real shindig 11l pay you back at three per
cent Abe looks at him and says No Morns no

What says Morris  hete you are— Oh I forgot to tell you
that Abe 1n the meantime owns the biggest shoe company m
Amenca with branches 1n Buenos Aires Tel Aviv and London So
hesays Morns no  How mo? says Mo s Don t you remember
when you first came over and 1t was the depression too and all T
had 1n the world was one hundred dollars I gave them to you to
start your business  That s all very well says Abe But what have
you done for me recently

Idont getit smd Takkes What have you done for me
recently? How do you mean that?

Its like this  sad Johnston after a pause during which he
worked with obvious pleasure on the Yorkshire pudding which
sat golden and crisp on hus plate Al these new drugs have ther
value they wiped out syphilis m the Umted States for one thing
Granted But before that the e were also remedies of value People
got cured and what I meant to say was that what we got out of
medical school wl en you and I were youngsters before the advent
of the Modern Mediane Man was 2 quality of enthustasm a feel
g of father hke giving that the modem umversity wath all 1ts

99



sntegration of courses 1t factory like research ats graphs and chams
and 1s speaalizanon docsnt come near to fulfiling And the
hosptals’

Bah! sad Tarkkes [ well remember the forty bed wards aad
the smell of vomstus gangrenc and unne Mo Johnston you cast
sell that to me  He ate 1n stlence ¢hen  I'm not gowng to
about my sonnow  hesud  But I feel that 1f he had had—well,
Iet us take my present assstant for instance Dave Stull Hesa
smart boy Bramy If you fail in this business wath Garth Docter
les gomg to get my practice my office everything Hes already
taken over more than halfwav He sces my pauents for me—

Johnston put down lus fork wiped hus lips and Joohed at Tatkkes
from under the low orbital ndge below which his eyes were 50
decp-set that they scemed half valed  Youse given up
sad

Look sud Tatkkes Leave me outof this Youhaventgottoo
much ume to make a dragnosis of Garth and doggone 1t 1 m gorng
to get 2 duagnosts ot of you before I let go of you So Jet s not fog
the picture with who [ am or why It's taken me the whole four
months to get his consent—damn tt—to be seen by a psychiatnst
and then by a psychiatrst of my chowce Faant tell you old bov

Johnston laughed  Well 1 come easier he sud  This 1s nght
down my alley and I am glad to have the chance to prod one of
the boys At the formanve religious stage that 15 But tell me ths.
1 ve asked you by letter and you never did answer 3¢ There arc of
course two possbiliies one that the boy 1s really 1l mentally
confused schuzophrenic In which case what: Will the Superiot
let the boy go for treatment or leave permanently or what?

He gave his word

And the other 15 suppose as I rather think that the boy 1s per
feetly sane Then what are you going to do?

Fornteate hke crazy  sad Tatkkes emphancally [l never
know the sons of my flesh. I m too old to care By the tme they d
be twenty 1d be seventy mune It's too late to pass anything on—
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except bife 1tself But somewhere black or white there Il be some
woman who won t know how to get id of 1t and gave brth to my
personal etermity 1m sorry if you feel 1t foolsh Tdont

I dudnt say that replied Johnston muldly It sounds rather
dreary to me So much left to chance But what I want to wam
you about 1s this Let us assume that the dragnosss 1s that your boy
15 perfectly sane 1n the way we usually understand samey but that
some factor has brought about a deep mal djustment The boy 15
too 1magmative to wish for smade Tomorrow 1s still too mterest
mg to lum but the world 12 which he must live must be the one
1 which what he 1s has to find approval and not ndicule Well
pull lim out of there and you may find hum some day at the end
of a rope m the basement or m the closet Have you thought of
thatt

What s the difference: said Tarkkes brusquely  Besides give
them credst for this much They don t take would be smiades out
there To me one way or the other he 1s dead anyway

Okay okay sad Johnston in the gentle voice which sounded
so surprising conung from so massive a frame  All nght Taikkes
Tonly wanted to warn you. Now  he sad pushing back the empty
coffee cup and smpping the tip of hus aagar  tell me your story
and then I 1l tell you what I have been able to find out

Im not good at stones  sad Taikkes Come let s go nto my
study

Here ke sad 2 moment later picking up a notebook from hus
desk  here's a summary that I wrote when you told me you were
comung You bave it i outhne This gives everything I can think
of which 1s relevant The vanous emotional moments of hus child
hood adolescence and youth as I remember them the grades m
school (all exceptional as you will notice)  bunch of the school
magaznes of which he was the editor with some of the ghastly
stortes he used to wnte all ending mn poals of blood and gore ke
youngsters stories will I guess Here are some letters of hus to hus
grandmother which she had kept and which I found 'There 15 one
he wrote her when Ius mother died and you Il find 1t 1n there 1
thunk. I remember when he wrote 1t

Dud you ask him to?
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No 1t was hisadea He was let s see—1t was 1n 1936 T chunk—
he was cleven years old A damn good letter 1€ you ask me. Here,
1et me read 1t to you

111 come to 1t 1 time, sud Johnston  Takkes go on, g2
yourselfa drnk and the paper Leave me to that stuff Arwhatame
id you tell hus girl we d call on hert

Ninc oclock, sud Takkes She 1 mamed now But thats
ummportant—

Go on sud Johnston Let me read. He put on his ghsa
and spreading hus papers on the table, suddenty bfted hus bead
agan  Don t expect me 10 tell you anythuing defimite before 1 se¢
the boy tomorrow  he sud  Much has happened between all of
thus and last July

Yes  sad Takkes darkly  The war

Taskkes lit Ius pipe with great avid puffs and rose agam froz
the table He turned the radio on and turmed 1t off agan. Finall
he went to the window and stood there watching the blasung wind
whul the snow m harsh upward slants while the traffic slow
down to a crawl on the 1cecovered street. Cold he thought Even
mn here I can feel the cold draughts comung through the window
Jomts And Ive got ol heat a roaning firc 1n the fireplace an elec
tric blanket a belly full of red meat and wine And out there my
son eats beans sleeps on a bare floor with a single horsehair blanket
1 a near freezng temperature with a slat under tus head And bis
flesh—my flesh and Lotte s—scratched and brused by a har shut
and a knotted rope And even that sleep 15 broken every three houss
by therr insane genuflections

Mad  he cnied turming toward Jolnston 1 tell you the boy s
mad Please believe me and get him out of there There are treat
ments—msulin electric shock lobotomy My God I tell you the
boy had everything and 1f he d wanted more I would have givet
him my practice tomotrow

Let me read  sad Johnston patiently And stop worryig
will your A medical practice 1s not the ulumate happess 2
you very well know

Yes  said Tatkkes tuming back to the window [ know that.
But what1s?
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“The end of a rope  Johnston had sad True occastonally doc
tors committed smcrde Mostly barnng out and-out msamty these
were cases 1 which an abortion commtted 1 the name of fnend
ship by an otherwise ethical man had tumed ont badly Or else
mcurzble disease Or else blackmail 1n cases of extramantal love
or homosexuahty These things happened But with Garth:

11 take care of bim he thought If hus mind »s regressing 11 take
care of lum 11l feed lum with my own hands 11l grve up every
1 ~

tighang death every day on the operatng table and Ive let my
own flesh wither and rot wathout 2 thought My only son What
have I donte oh, what have I done he said to the blackness outaide
to be so struck and 50 eviscerated
Because marriage was out Some people marned at fifty nne
and became fathers again But from a desire for women or com
pantonship or care m thewr dechning years Petra deserves better
than me and [l not thrust a decaying body to a decaying maden
I won t buy off 2 brood sow to be the mother of my sons Besides
be thought with rencwed fury 1t 15n t sons as sons that I need Its
Garth my own work which was well done and my best achieye-
ment the son 1 was proud of who has turmed around and demed
me for the sake of the Gre t Father Image-With A Beard and
thirty Jashes of the rope
Give me a dunk Umberto  he told the butler who was adjust
1ng the logs in the fireplace  Make 1t suff I want to feel 1t going
down
Johnston looked up  Oper ting tomorrow Doc ort he sad
Yes sard Takkes  But Stull can handle the case ff Tcant Its
about time he was on huis own Drink
Johnston shook hushead  Well  he sard after 2 moment gather
mg the papers mto a sheaf and returmng them to Takkes 1t
builds up all nght Butits ten after mne Lets go
Any mmpression so farz asked Tatkkes later while the car was
dnven slowly along the icy strects  Any thing you care to tell me?
1 make no diagnosts before I see the patent, sad Johnston
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But one thing 1 can tell you The boy 15 unusually arucelae
s thoughts
So whatt asked Taikkes
So he 15 Jess hikely to be swayed by moods His emonons ar
recogmzed and no matter how mpetuous he might be b e
famself while he acts Therefore 1t 15 less Iikely that, having made

We Il be out 1n about forty minutes

Lillian Clatk who wasnt Clark any more who wasn t Lillizn
Taskkes as she should have been but was now Lilhan Brnds,
blonder than ever pretuier than ever since she was pregnant came
to the door 1n person So they have no servants thought Takkes
with sansfacton 1f she d marned my son they d have Umberto,
whether he wanted to go to them or not Umberto knows how to
take care of Garth better than any woman She wouldn t have had
to be doorman ook and janitor and nursemaid to her husbard
besides H 1l she would have jumped at the chance Any woman
would have He didnt give her the chance He didnt give any
of us a chance Not even me He didn t care We are nothing t0

m

He followed Lillan and the psychnatrist 1nto the Living roomt
pleasant enough 1n 1ts convenuonal modermism  wath ats drawn

Venenan blinds the blend of 1ts soft colours and the expected V‘;
1 it <

Ponh ae o
f

the table model television set the brrch furmture the spmcx—‘Wldl
the expert glance of the surgeon matching the cost of hus operanon
to the monthly salary of the patient Four hundred four hundred
and fifty A young draughtsman would not make much more than
that In time he mught hut eight or ten thousand 2 year Good
enough for them Let them rot 1n 1t
He forced humself to face the man who was walking to hum,
hand extended while Lilan having made the 1ntroduction was
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wating for the words he had to say He suud them and sat down
the back of the swinging modernstic charr slapping him across
the shouldes blades He got up again and finding a straight chair
settled down,

Lillian and Johnston sat down too but Frank what s his-name,
Frank Brindiss remamed standing Frank looked unhappy Tarkkes
noted with bitter gloating Frank didnt hke the 1dea at all. To
Frank the Garth episode shouldn t have happened to Ius wife just
as he humsclf felt that 1t was Frank who shouldn t have happened
to Lallian, She should have remamed what she was where she was
and wated She should have let Garth know that he mattered to
ber Perhaps it would have made a difference At one time he had
loved her

But what 15 2 man s love to 2 woman 1f not an mncomptechensible
language that has no meaning no key no aphening code except
through the transl of things the d d three-quarter carat
ot two carats the car a Ford or 2 Cadillac the rent paid the balls
pad the msurance A man loves 2 woman, m the woman s mind
not 1f he takes her to be hus to enter hus hfe to share hus 1mage, to
endure hus years but only 1n the measure of the price he 13 willmg
to pay Was 1t that Garth loving her had not thought 1t necessary
to pay that the woman had found a hugher bidder 2 man willng
to promusc—and sign that promuse before the judge and before
witnesses—that he was gomng to love chersh and pay her as long
as he hived and provide for her after death did them part? And so
dz:y d lxve happily together each domng hus job 1 complete nus-

of the other diverging slowly shedding each year
thesr snake s skin unail finally they would face each other one day
without recogmtion without even the memory of their young
love

1t peedn ¢ have been that way for Garth, thought Tatkkes taking
the glass of light wine with dustaste the glass the young man had
pouted and the young woman proffered and placng 1t beside him
on the low table Garth hadn t stopped growing at fitteen hike most
people Garth was the dreamer the searcher He would have
carned his woman along with im  he would have engrossed her
not only with the children of us body but with the nch flow of
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so that 1n nme when she ccased beng hus woman ste
}cl::;:l:f\c been hus compamion different from lum bu « orthy c‘{
ham because be would have made her hus own Juseas I transforme
Lotte before she was taken from me just as I made Petra a bviog
human bang nstead of the mnane wife of an nane small-tonn
artorney aware of henself now aware of her senses and of ber
nund supenor to the farce of happy Living—as though !upi‘m‘ﬁ
mattered i only one could be living
Frank was unhappy Hc was talking to Johnston mn short, -
fimshed phrases He was saying that he didn ¢ understand what this
was all about that he had not known thata psychutnst was gomy,
to question hus wafe that he thoughe 1t was mformation they had
wanted that he wasn t going to have anyone prymg into Lillans
gulhood that she was fus wife now and if they bLad any quesnons
to ask they should ask them of him
But thatsnota Johnston was saying m that lzy vorce of bns,
soft and uncaning while all the ume he hung on to Jus idea know
g hed get Ius way Theres nothing we want to know about
Mss Brindis We arent domg a Ranscy repore I assure you. I
have 2 teen age daughter of my own you know
He let that dnaft stretched hus legs before hum and Iit a aigarctte
High-school love affarrs are pretry much the same the world over
be sad easily It looks rea enough while the play 1s on but what
1t amounts to usually 15 a kind of dress rehearsal 2 tryout for the
kuds for the real bife sttuatsons
Words thought Tatkkes angaly words strung together a waste
of ime the rubbing of the mfant s gums with a paaifier Dont

bother with him It s not hus business Throw hum out, tell hum to
gQ aw ay

He looked vy
tamly he could not be thou
nor really handsome nor anything at all that might by any stretch
of the imagination make lum a decent substitute for Garth Except
this that he was the husband Tall eyen taller than Garth stupidly
tall like the overfed son of Imnugrants with dark har curly haur
that probably matted lus chest, good teeth straight and white—
Lillian probably sent hum to the dentiss every six months—grey
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eyes thickly lashed 2 big mouth with wide muscular hps—he was
a1 2 -

had gained something And what she had gamed was good.

She was smiling now looking up at her husband wath an indul
gent womanly smile pulling him down beside her on the love seat
on which she was sitting with torso thrown back and knees parted
because her pregnancy was advanced and her back begmning to
ache puling lum down beside her 5o as to get lum down to her
level and once there force hum to agree wuth her to listen to the
psychiatrst. She was luding her eagerness under half-closed eyes
her well groomed hand lymg hightly on her husband s shoulder
her weil bred smule holding back the bold or furtive questions that
she herself wanted to ask. Was he m the monastery becanse of
her Had he grven up because of her2 Had he the surgeon, the
thinker thrown away Ius share of the world because she hadnt
waited for ham because she had marned before he had retumed to
the Statest

Ha  sad Takkes aloud and for moment there was a tangible
silence while their eyes returned to the polite ltes before their voices
and therr thoughts could Tatkkes sensing their embarrassment
smiled contemptuously and retumed to his thoughts She did not
leave hum 1t was he who had dropped he shordy after he got to
Korea  He grew away from her she could not follow him she
was too dull too bormg too mited He poor boy had to enter
that abyss alone But whether he wrote he or not she should have
wated for lum 1 order not to demean herself not to appear so
cheap 1f not from a sense of consideration for him Bat she had
fonnd Frank and Frank had been willmg

‘Well Frank was saying  1f 1vs just personality traits you re
after——

They had been talking argung quietly at least Johnston and
the girl were quet and having been told that she did not mmnd
that there was nothmg to be emb rrassed about that all that was
wanted was a portrait of the man she had been engaged to and
nothing else F ank had subsided as he would subside m every
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¢ they would ever have all thar lives long. He walked
g:f;mx;m:n{mt sull graven on lus dark Itabian face. Johaston
had begun to wnte senbbling hus httle notes 1n the small noe

ok.

boT.-ukku hus body abandoned and heavy watched them simn,
together now the woman and the doctor as if from a great ds-
tance as he had at imes attended autopsies where the things on
the table were dissceted and weighed one stem at 2 nme and noted
1 methodical ltle signs on the protocol sheets bram so many
grammes thyroid so many grammes such and such texture and
shape kidneys so many grammes friable or firm Lver nodulbs
or smooth shrunk or necronic so many grammes adrenals readily
detached the capsule patchy or haemorthagie the heart large
dilated hypertrophied—Hus son

The table was bare between Johnston and the woman but
stretched between them more porgnant than a blank and appeased
cadaver quietly acquicscent forever remote were not the blood
less display of organs of man but Garth s mund and soul Garths
young love Garths adolescence and carly manhood and his—
Tatkkes —only meaning of Lfe

He felt oppressed He wanted to get up to leave this room to
stuff bus ears agamst the quiet questions and the eager answers The
woman damn her was enjoyng herself She was talking raprdly
mmprovising when her memory fatled her secking meanngs where
none was wanted tossing about the cheap jargon of the pscudo-
psychologists finding a pattern a la Hitchcock 1n the moods and
changes of her swectheart, dugnosing freely and importantly
helping the psychuatest to make up s nund  Bue Johnston let her
talk prodding her only this way and that when she was digressing
when mevitably 1t was herself she was speaking of + hen the
mage of Garth which she had scen bue whch was not the true
one was begiming to blur and to disappear from her mund.

‘There was nowhere to go He could not leave the room without
causing a stir without discourtesy to the psychutust without
losing somehow the power of check he had on the divagations of
the young woman There was no other place to go except mto the
other room where the man the husband was suung alone If
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Tatkkes wese to go there and st with hum, the ghost would mse
then between them 1 silence and 1n gult

He was a good dancer Lilhian was saymng  nothing spectacu
lar but good. But 1t was the music he Iiked the jive the bebop I
didn ¢t understand 1t at first My forte you know always has been
classical music—the thiee Bs It exaites me even though Im not
much of a player ¢

He Liked to dance  repeated Johnston

We would go to all sorts of outlandish places Sometimes he
wouldn t even want to dance at all Wed st 1n a comer and he
drank 1n the music or just let 1t float lum It was very strange and
st worned me a little even then because when Lhear 2 good band
1like to do something about 1t Trespond but with lum 1t was like
dope He d sit there as though he were 1n 2 trance way on nto the
mght

‘When Garth was twenty-one Tatkkes had given a dance for um
on his buthday during the summer vacation Ostensibly the dance
was 1n honour of the two sisters of lus roommate wha d come to
vt lum from New Haven but 1t was for Garth of course that
hed bothered at all Garth had worried about 1t for days that
things wouldn t go night that the crowd would not have a good
time that the band would be too loud for t.hc suze of the hotel
i
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that he had really noticed her quret slender almost unfashionable
1n the very simple d ess that she had wom without jewels real or
false the gardema Garth had sent her almost lost 1n the foamy
silver blondeness of her barr Taikkes glanang 1 the ballroom
from time to time with some of the youngsters parents h d
thought how sweet she looked and had wished for one moment
that the woman Garth would take to him would be ths clear-eyed
youngster with the straight spme  the graceful long neck the shy
reticent smule. It seemed hike yesterday and 1t had been nime years
ago And here was Lillian buoyantly bursungly pregnane dissect
g the past
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He sud he Iiked books but I seldom saw hum reading 1d giee
Lim books for Christmas and for—wcll you know annrversanes
but whilc hc thanked me he never mentioned them agam [ doubt
that he ever read them and I chose them so carefully The Prephet
1 remember grving hum that and when I found the book once m
tus room why 3t had never been opened and 1 think s jost
beauttful And he never scemed to have read anythung anybody clse
would read

No he didn t wnte He didn ¢ care to He sard that would nter
rupt hus thoughts—to write them down I mcan I guess he bad
nothing really new to say

No he wasn t aggressive He d come along anywhere I wanted
to go Se long as [ was there 1t was all nght And he didn t talk 2
lot most of the ume but he didn ¢ like anyone else to talk exther
50 1t was often awkward when we were with people Hed say
nothung and keep me beside hum expecting me to say pothing 2lsa
and 1t was as though we were not there as though we were listening
m from another plinct we the mviable people Do I make
myself clear?

No he wasn t really popular There was an aura about him 28
though he would be interesting 1f be chiose but he didn t choose
and 1t froze people and——

Takkessarred Nonsense  he sud violendy  He was constantly
mvited everywhere During the hohdays—

Johnston without looking up from hus notes shook hus head:

Please  he sud I need ths picture

Nonplussed for only a moment Lillian went on choosing with
almost malictous care Takkes fele the incidents that would ereate
the mmpression that Garth was crazy underlimng the awkward
gestures of diffident youth emphasizing not the thoughtful Garth,
but the daydreamer not the carefree Garth but the reckless not
the ongmal mind but whatever mught seem odd  disorgamzed,
erratic

But that s what I wanted he thought Some proof that the boy
1s erratic s wresponsible I want to get lum out of there and the
gurl 1s helping, she 15 dong what she can

But not 1 the nght way Not from her He 1sn t crazy heslost
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Dont you—can t you understand Ius hds ught over the burning
eyes the boy 1s Jost! The world has confused him, the war has
confused hum We ve cheated hum of the world we promuse our
youth, We taught hum that work and honesty and cleanliness and
farth would be rewarded We taught hum 1 taught hum that the
end of a scientist of a man was to seek goodness and kindness and
health and then he 15 plucked out of 2 quiet home and hus fancy
school and thrown among barbartans kept in the filth of the char
nel house with the stench of death 1n his nostnls We told hum the
world was farr and then we tied lum to a picket and raped the
world before his eyes He and all the others!

He heard Frank s footsteps 1n the hall He rose and went to the
door Frank had been out to get the newspaper He stopped and
looked at Tatkkes His cyes were hurt

Arent they through yet: he sud  What the hell are they
talking about now?

Nothing  sard Tathkes  Routine questions Did they go to the
movies did he like books did he go out of hus way to make people
ke or dislike him Junk I could have told hum that

The man hesitated one burning question on his lips—the ques
tion he could not askRemotely Tatkkes felt sorry for lam but w th
a detached and unaffecting kind of sorrow No Garth and Lilltan
had not slept together What was good enough for Frank had not
been good enough for Garth B t B nk was happy with her The
chuld growing 1n hus wife s vomb w s his own He knew Liflian
well enough to know that Frank was strong he had survived the
war He d come back a whole man

Frank hesad you were mn the army weren t you?

The dark face relaxed  Yeah hesad. Iwas Four years

Four ~ 1L - - n v

Iwa
Helean
have no 1dea You hate them so you can t eat you can t sleep any
more You wake up m the morning and you wish you h d died

— e Espeaally when
Thats when you
v at—eripes there's



nothing hike 3t Nothing matters any more Life money family
things you buy women—that s nothing Like you were God 2d
the more they come at you the better 1¢ gets Like you were God
and nothing could touch you

Did you ever think of going back into the armyr asked
Tarkkes

guess My nght kdney was shot up

Together they reentered the room Lillan glanced at them m
differently and streeched her massive torso 2 lietle then turned agam
toward Johnston Her voice was low rapid and sweat beaded the
round childlike forehead

There was one that kept returming since childhood Whenever
he had a cold or was 1ll or was worned He d dream he was m2n
mmmensely long corndor ot a tunnel—dark, wathout ssue He felt
very small and aftad And way out frules away from him there d
be somebody staring at hum somebody who saw him bue did not
help and stared and stared unl he woke up

Did he know that person asked Johnston  Was 1t always the
same one?

Yes 1t was sud Lillan It was  She looked up at Takkes
anj then 1n the same unemotional voice It was hus father she
S

Tatkkes took the glass of wine standing untouched on the table

bestde hum. He sought Frank s cye wordlessly rused the glss 2
Lttle and then drank.
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Tite MONASTERY of the Oblates of St Bede 1s situated seventy-eight
iles from New York City seventy-etght mules of flat lands lymg
dead under the grey February sky Here and there a colourless silo
or a ram soaked farm bwildimg breaks the flatness of the honzon
Dr Takkes car daven skilfully over the icy roads crossed the
suburban towns all abke m the ncomparable bleakness of their
nght angled treeless streets and drugstore comers and followed

Is this possible:
‘Whats asked Tatkkes
“All of this sard Johnston Thas blankness thus solitude It 1s
1f the whole countryside had been flattened by a steam roller
1id lose my mmd 1f [ had to hve m one of these suburbs
\ Ilkese  sad Takkes dully
Yohnston turned to him hus mquisieve face  You do
Tatkkes did not answer
Why do you ke 1t? sad Johnston 1 a louder voice
Oh  sad Tatkkes yes I'm sorry I was wondenng whether
they d let me see my son Well yes I like 1t. I always have The
feching that 1¢ stretches you know From one end of Ame 1ca to the
other That one could see from ocean to ocean if ones eyesight
were strong enough
Gives me the wihes  said Johnston  Bur then so do the
mountamns or even the sea to people who are not accustomed to
them M tter of habit of course
Takkes nodded absenty
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Have you been able to sce Garthe  asked Johnston. Swmce ke

red the monastery ¢
m“l’zrlwrm sad Tra))kkcs He turned to Johnston “They Lve s
silence  hesaid  Poverty Obedience Chasury And silence.

Well sard Johnston uncertanly and then remained speechles
because mdeed there was notlung to say Yet Tatkkes face the
harsh commanding face of the man accustomed to give orders and
to be obeyed was so disordered and so undone that he 1nad  another
effort  Thisassstantof yours hesaid  this young man you spoke
of this morming what 1s he like:

Tatkkes turned to hum wath an rromical half smule  Tryng t©

divert my paternal love mto new channels Doctort he sad.

No sud]Johnston Just trying to make conversation that sall

Takkes sighed  You re nght, he sud. I am brooding But

that s normal 1sn t1t2 1d be a brute 1f I didn ¢, but where does it
get youz Essenually man 15 not staac We are meant to create an
to destroy There 15 the actual physical destruction of the mothers
body by the embryo and the spiritual destruction of the parent by
the rejection of the chuld There must be a balance But what 5
Garth creanng out of the destrucuon of mes What will he leave
behind him 1n commemoranon of us s parents?

Tamnot versed n religous lore  sud Johnston  but they speck
of grace——  His vouce tratled off

You sound very convinang  sud Tatkkes  Thanks for the try
anyhow Atleast you know 1f the fool had chosen some workin
order—with the hospitals or with schools There he would salf
act sull put to some profit indirectly but valuably his intelligence
and lus trammg Suppose he d gone mto some Protestant mussion
for mstance Go clean the pubc lice off the panahs m India disin
fect thetr streams g1ve food to their children—well 1t would soll
make some sort of sense That fellow Schwenrzer 1 dotng that sort
of thing 1n Africa and I take off my hat to hum He still acts like
a man But contemplation! Contemplation! Whatever came over
ham I tell you the boy was brllant But you were asking me
about Stull my assistant 1 don t know what to tell you about um
I don t even thunk about the man. He s all nghe

A good surgeone
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A damn good surgeon Temperamental as hell Not at all hke
Garth Its funny Ina way Stull acts more Lke me than my own
son Than my son used to I mean I dont know whether he 1s
aping me or what

You probably selected him because of some affimity between
youtwo sad Johnston

Hell I didnt select um He was my resident when Garth was
m thearmy He was good I really did my best for the boy hopmg
1 2 way that somebody would do as much for Garth And [ en
joyed lum  So avid to leam so ambitious so thorough So hell
bent on trying out new techmques always reading the surgical
Journals That boy 1s 2 library 1n humself He has given me a couple
of pomters You know after 2 while you are inclmed to stay by
the old methods and leave certam things alone But 1t s impossible
with Stull He s really crazy about surgery He wall make hus mark
there s no doubt about 1t

But youknow Taikkes added after a pause  since Garth did
that fool thing and threw everything overboard [ ve lost mnterest
1n Stull I took him onas ssistane i my office and everything but
I don t care for lum any more I resent um I don t know how to
explam 1t but [ can ¢ help looking upon hum as a thef

Thats natural, sud Johnston After all the office was meant
for your son

Isuppose sad Takkes Im not cntical of um 1m not hacsh
when he musman ges something or when there are complamts
about hum at the hospttal He s not at all popular with the residents
or the nurses but I have just lost wmterest Sometimes 1 wonder 3f
1 am not waiting for an opportumty to give um the boot

And then what?

Thats just it said Takkes Then what:

Youd find Ius wife amusing  he added after a moment

Daves wife A cheap little bitch he prched up m 2 mght club some
place but cute The last woman { thoughe hed fall for Such a
contrast She was a dancer at the Btz and he started seeing some-
thing of her and by the tume { was concerned enough about 1t to
warn hum why hell he told me they were engaged 1 tred to
breakstup b tTcouldnt.
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He sounds pretty nane  sad Johnston not canng
He1s Ternbly I tell you theres not one thing in commes
between the two of them They nught be speaking different lane
guages for all they understand cach other He sull does not know
what he has marned
Comec now  saud Johnston  There 13 one thing 1 common
sutel
B);h sud Tatkkes  that type of woman 1s usually fgid. They
couldn t lead that kind of hfe wear that night-club stuff and strw
atound the way they do if they suspected whar sex was all abott
They ate cold from the word go But they are w tlhng [ like haviag
Dido around. The way she talks 15 strasght out of vaudeville. Youd
die laughing 1f you heard her
Lfeel sorry for the boy  sud Johnston
That s hus bustness  said Tarkkes Lghtly  No one really need
be that dense about women
You d better stop talking about women satd Johnston. We
are entening the grounds I think
Rught  said Tatkkes Take a look around, wall yout Grest
unst
Jobnston did not reply The bulding large and squat w2
emerging from behind a curtam of bare trees on the left side of the
road above the nver It was bult of yellow sandstone which dd
not even have the grace of harmony with the landscape as solid 10
design as a modern hospital with wide numerous windows and,
except for the cross above the chape! did not 1n the least resemble
Johnston s 1dea of a monastery There was no one around. When
Tatkkes got out of the car on to the geavelled path he stood uncer
tanly at the door
I don ¢ know what to tell you to do Muller he said at last t©
the dnver  You mughe find a drugstore around or a restanrant 1
the nearest village Get yourself some coffee and then come back:
I dont know how long we Il be here ({
The man touched hus cap Very well sir  he sud and gof back
mto lus seat Johnston detected 2 look of pity 1n the faded bloe

eyes
He also fele the weight of duscouragement on hus shoulders as he
116



followed Tatkkes to the entrance and stood bende um wating for
the answet to the bell He had come at Tatkkes tnvitaton with a
good deal of mterest 1n the case because 1t scemed to hum an mter

esting opportumty of studymng the state of mind of the novice the
mtelligent novice the convert. But he had counted on doing 1t
alone And used though he was to the atmosphere of tragedy

resign tion to the mevitable he was secking m fis nund for the
words that might comfort the old doctor and he found none

Anold fiar bald and lame opencd the door bowed and directed
them to 2 recepnion room Taskkes and Johnston entered uncasly
their feet noisy on the b e stone floor and looked around them
The room was brghe and cold There was a table i the centre
with a collection of religious magaznes straight back chairs around
AS - [ — ~

He went to the window and stood there looking determnedly
over the grounds as though the sight of the room itself was more
than he could bear Johnstan sat down opened a ma22me and
began to rcad

After along tme so long that Johnston began to wonder if they
had not been forgotten the door opened and a monk mddle aged
and tall came m

1am Father Thomas he sud. 1 am sorry to have kept you
watting gentlemen

1 have conme with Dr Johnston sard Tatkkes and wonder af
I shall be able to sce my son

Yes  saud the Supenor  We shall send for lum

I wonder thought Tatkkes what he means by we 2 He makes
all the deasions presumably Or does he mean God and he?

There 15 no reasan to refise you thus shghe consol non  the
Supenor continued. I would like you to know that we understand
the maguitude of the sacnifice you are called upon to make and
that we congratulate you Dr Taikkes
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es did not answer
T';'lhkic 15 something 1 must add though sud the Supeno
without a change of expresston  When I spoke to your son, be
expressed sorrow that thus mterview was to take place and asked
me to do what I could to avord sz,

Thats all nght  said Taskkes 1 had expected thar. Buths
eyes flickered while he talked and Johnston felt that ke had recensed
a tellng blow

Ununterrupted concentration and silence are desirable  con-
tnued Father Thomas  without the mterfering factor of outside
events This 15 ngorous but chantable A harsh test of this nature
15 necessary to deterrmmne the vahdity and the strength of the al
If thus cannot be withstood the novice returns to the world with-
out regrets 1fat can 1t speaks strongly 1 favour of hus sincenty
We make 1t as hard as we can for the novieess You understind
why

Very sensible  agreed Johnston

Tam glad you think so You will then understand why he asked
me to try agam to dissuade you when you came here this moming

No  sad Tatkkes

Very well  said the Supenor  You wall see hum presently

Takkes face had a bnef contraction  But 1f he refuses—?
he sud

He will not refuse  sard the Supertor

Tatkkes took a deep breath and looked at the man before him
with the look of a murderer  But I am the father he sud m 3
strangled votce

The Supentor bowed He then tumned to Dr Johnston  Your
mterview with Dr Tatkkes son wall be attended by hus confessor
hesud  That ss bis wish not ours

1 wasnt aware of that  said Johnston He smiled That will
make 1t tougher for me But 1t 5 all nght 11l manage And please
be reassured 111 try to make the young man speak but 11l not try

to disturb hum T am here to study the case not to brng about 2
change of heart

Judas  muttered Tarkkes
Thank you  sard Father Thomas and left the room
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Almost smmeduately afterwards he retumed followed by two
men  Dr Takkes Dr Johmston he sad  Father John of the
Cross Brother Aloystus

A cry of anger rose to Takkes throat which he choked down
with pain

Garth stood before lum hus skull shaven as though for a cram
otomy his eyes downcast lus feet bare in leather sandals The
brown cassock fell about tus lean tall body m the same flowng
grace which he had given to the expensive lounging robes he worte

at home and the e and overwhel ven
4

to Tatkkes was that hus son was 1l desperately 1ll 1ll beyond re-
pair The room swam before hus eyes and brutally ashamed of his
cry he tumed away toward the window and remamed there a
moment motonless The others remaimed silent also from com
passion for bum perhaps or also from shame Then the Supenor
spoke
Please greet your f ther Brother Aloysius  he sud and witha
shight bow he left the room
Takkes turned to hisson forang himselfto look at lum.  Well
be said after a moment  Garth have you nothing to say to me?
The young man rased bus eyes to hum the same large speaking
blue eyes that were young now and troubled and begging 1 am
sorry hesud Iam so ternbly sorry
I should hope so said Takkes 1 a voxce Johnston had not
beard before a voice that was veiled and cracking I should hope
youd besorry Garth what s this wretched disguuse you are wear
1ng ¢ What are they dong toLyou and how can you let them
- e T 1

Thaveto sad the boy Please believe me I£1 didn ¢ have to
I could not do this to you
You don t know what youre domg  sad the father He rassed
a tentanve hand as 1f to stroke the boy s cheek but let hus arm fall
Youre thin youre undemounshed You look Lke a chuld
school Garth—
The boy stood mutely before hium.
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Garth  he repeated  Garth Gartht  He shook hus bead
anger hus tecth clenched Then once agun  Garth have you
othung to say to me?
? WE:! c:m); say? said Garth, [ ve explamed many tumes befor
1 tr1ed to explan—

Taikkes took a few unsteady steps through the room. Look
Garth  he sard at last, plaang with a heavy gesture hus two hands
on lus son s shoulders and looking at lum from equal heght, e5¢
against eye both of them immosvable  Look Garth, look at your
father Your real father the father of your flesh. If you have #
Father i heaven He looks upon me i pity Yes son, n pry See
what you are doung to me 1 have nothing now Al s gone. L,
whatever life 13 left to me 15 nothing to me I m suxty years oldand
all T have done has been done for good. I ve not worked for mysell
Garth but for the good of others and for you. If I have nnned, !
have simned m anger or in passion. 1 have not smned agamst
as you know Him And I have made a path for my wotk to co
tnue Through you And what do you do to my work but tramp
on 1t and spic on 1t and destray 3t

His son broke away and turned viclently aude No  he sad. !
am not destroymng 1t No I am not domg that Father but you
sought one way and I have found another

And what 15 your waye sad Takkes hus vorce nsng Wt
15 the way you have chosen to return the gifts that have been made
to you not by me but by the works of nature? You withdraw 10
2 poorhouse you castrate yoursclf you destroy your mund and
your talents——

Please Dad  sad Garth,  Thus hurts

What do you think it s domgtome? sad Tarkkes Yourgject
me Very well 1don t care [am not the first one to whom this hs
happened but must you kill every hope: Must you tear out 1Y
beart Iike thist Is 1t 1n the Scrptures that man must destroy b
sced and scatter 1t 1 the desert? Are you followmg the laws of
God:

Youdon t understand, satrd Garth, Chrnst saud to follow Him,
to give up everything and follow Him,

Dud Christ say at what prce: sad Takkes s meck swolled



and red from tension  Did he say at the price of Iife atselfz Did he
not resurrect the dead and retum Lazarus to hife? Didn t God send
an angel to stay the hand of Abraham at the sacmificial stone of
Isaac? Do you feel it necessary to strike me hke this Is this God s
wash 2 Is that the kind of God you adore?
The frtar rose and came to Tatkkes Doctor Takkes  he sad
thus 15 2 house of prayer Please try to share the gft God made to
your son
Takkes furned to the fiiar 25 though he meant to strke him 1
am not asking for gfts  hesad [ only want to clam my own.
He turned back to hus son  Garth. Are you coming with me:
Garth rased his head  No Tam not
Am I not your father sullz  ced Tarkkes  All mght all nghe
11l go away 11l go away T have nothing more to say to you I
too shall pray Ishall pray that some day you will understand the
hurt you ve done to me your father and [ ll pray~I [l pray Garth
but not 1 your way
His vorce high pitched and raucous broke suddenly He fell
heavily 1nto a charr his breast heaving sull trying to speak above
the spasms that shook him. 1l pray to be damned Garth that
1 will not have to be with the son—ah—ah—with the son who
desprsed——
The monk who had left the room returned with a cordial John
ston took 1t from hum and brought 1t to Tatkkes hips But Tatkkes
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Lrr Ato~E 1n the monastery parlour Dr Johnston felt an mvol-
tary shudder of revulston Garth and hus confessor had gone ot
of the room whether to follow Dr Tatkkes or to spend some oz
mn prayer he did not know The massive chull of the room fell b
a cloak around his shoulders His feet felt frozen to the foor 2.4
hus fingers were swollen and suff He wished for 2 warmer coat. He
wished for a room where a fire would be burmng where a raduto!
could be turned on He wished for people who could be reack:
and moved and felt funle among these monks enclosed m a syste
of deas which was foreign to him He wished profoundly that bt
bad not come He wondered whether the crisis he had wane
would be sufficient pretext to leave But hus natural cunostty wh
had eurned hum to the research work of psychuatry won ove
hus despondent mood and he resolved to make his trip profitable
if not to the Taikkes father and son at least to humself Havio
dcclldcd this he recogmzed 1n humself an intense dishke for bs
tas]

He heard the sound of steps outside the parlour and braced him
self for the ordeal Bue mnstead of Garth 1t was the porter who 3p
peared and without a word, beckoned him to follow Sulently they
passed through a long corndor mto which several doors opened
He slowed his step To the night was an empty hall lined Wi
huge stone vats sealed mto the ground a laundry probably then
a carpenter shop where two young monks red faced and sweatng
were sawmng planks of wood with a handsaw Several sm‘H‘:

w w loulued by several busthng friars A warm arom;.
of preserves came to hyg nostrls He wondered at the making of
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Jams at this season of the year but, since hus guwide scemed bound
by the oath of silence the question 1 s mmd remamed without
answer

At last they arnved 1n 2 large refectory The room was equally
cold equally large stope = 14
narrow tables The port
lum to sit down and w
he re-entered bnnging with im to Johnston s surprise a tray wath
a collation which gave the psychuatnst the first moment of relef
smce the ame he had come mto the monastery There was a slab
of white cheese two smoked fish a large prece of crusty bread
evidently homemade and stll warm a dsh of purplish jam and a
mug of tea, Cunously he tasted the jam and recogrzed the aroma
ke had noticed when passing the katchen It was dred prune jam
and 1t had been burned The tea was strong and butter but he
drank and ate gratef Iy the monk standing at lus side hus eyes
downeast Ius face tmpassive

1 wonder f he 1s praying thought Johnston or whether he 1
forbidden to yield to the human need of looking mnto anyone s
face It would afford him hetle consolanon around here though
prisoness have been known to escape msanuty by observing mace
and spiders Lord how can they stand a ifeome of this What
vision s present behind the curtamn of these men s ids? And 1f the
vision 35 denied theh what abyss and what blackness!

He stood up huis meal fimshed I should Like to see Garth
Tatkkes he sad His vorce shaking the mert dampness of the
rcfecmry so\mdcd Lke an erupting volcano and shocked hum. He

10 sce
Yok

The porter jarred perhaps by such a long speech was already
leaving the room Johnston took a few steps after hum and entered
another parlour smaller than the fist but cqually cold. He sat
down agam and e a agarette cupping his hand over the shaft as
for warmth The smoke which filled hss Jungs and nostnls felt good
and he exhaled st slowly blowing several short puffs whch floated
away m nngs I am gertng childish he thought. Thus house has
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ady affected me And I haven t been here more than one hour!
;3[:; ofy‘ course the castest of all changes 15 the regressior of the adlt
to the feechngs of childhood. That 1s why the oath of obedieree
serves so well the purpose of the comvent and of the monasiery
Even 1n disobedience the emphasis 15 shifted the sin 15 not th,
speafic action any more but 1s transformed 1nto rebellion agamst
authonty Whtch 1s easier to deal with. Ak here comes my paner
accompanied by his duenna,

Father John of the Cross sat down at one extremuzy of the uble,
far enough from Johnston to be able to abstract himself from the
examumation but close enough to hear 1f he cared to Johnston noted
with disspproval that 1f any emotion had touched the younees
man s face now was extraordinanly calm and placid as he crossed
the room He sat down beside Johnston exossed hts hands n huslap
and wait

This  sudJohnston bightly 15 not exactly the equivalent of the
office couch.

No  sud the young man 1t sne.

Are you downg this willingly »

Lam domng 1t wilingly since 1t 15 my Supenor s wish.

It 15 your fathers wish, sad Johnston  Are you happy 0
comply with the desire of your father?

Itisnot the reason [ am hete  sud Garth I hope that he mzy
find some consolation 1n 1t

Are you concerned about hym asked Johnston Or1s bs
well beng 2 matter of mdifference 1o yout

[ am praying for lum
" d}l don t mean that Garth, what did you feel when you saw your
ather ¢

Garth did not answer Johnston could not see hus eyes but there
was 2 quality of firmness about hus silence that was different from
the heatant confised sulence or from the defiant mutism of bs
usual patients He had the calmness of stonc It was aloof and cold
It was contemptuous

Do you care at all what becomes of your father whether be
Lives or diest
Silence agam closed 1n around the question. Once more the chuth
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ness of the air nvaded Johnston s mund. He glanced at Father John
of the Cross who met has eye with 2 questioning look.

You have agrecd to answer my questions  said Johnston after a
long moment

1 thought your questions were those of a specralist questionng
a possible patient I find they are meant to shock an 1mbectle

You will leave to me the choice of a method  said Johnston
drily  If they scem absurd to you remember St Thomas

The absurd the unlikely 15 often the most reasonable  said
Garth.  Credo qua abs rdum est

Because 1t 15 absurd:  ashed Johnston

Qua saud Garth  Because

Johnston refrancd from £ They were

entening the new room whose “door he h d not hoped to pass
50 soon Cautiously but side by side No 1t would be better
to let Garth precede him and show him around Would you
care to enlarge? he asked  This type of thinkmg 15 not famliar
to me

It 15 Jogteal  sad Garth  $ince nothing makes sense then
the explanation of the phenomenon of hife must be sought on
a different level of thisking not subject to the laws of human
common sense Tls 15 one of the defimuons of faith

Nothmg makes sense  repeated Johnston  What 15 1¢ that does
not make sense to you

Does death make sense?  said Garth I total death your sort
of death a reason ble conclusion of the Iife of the spirit2

My sore of death as you call it said Jobnston  may have s

was

[URNITHVRTR-RR TN &f d!KCﬂJOnDS(Dn 1n an even tone,
No sad Garth not at all. Nor do I wash to argue
The door one moment open was shut agan Shut by his own

hands by hus awkwardness Johnston changed hus appro ch. You
have had traming m psychuatry? he asked

Sixweeksonly  said Garth  under Murphy at John Hoplans
1 did speciabize 1n neorosurgery though.
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“The two fields have something 1 common  sud Johos oo
What 1 am driving at 15 this You are acquamted wath the tech
rique of personality evaluanon You remember having practsed
st and not only in the psycho wards You know what sort of pietre
I am trying to define i my mind don ¢ your

Yes  said Garth.

It can be done by the quesnon and answer method yes and
no Thats the slow way reserved for the uncooperanve the nane
and the imbeailes It can be donc by the slow release of the straam
of the unconscious That s not for us ether We could save a good
deal of ume and 1 regret to say I am short of ume nght now
you would spare me all the fumbling and gne me your o¥1
prcture of yourself I think that would be the most helpful foold
then match 1t with the prcture got elsewhere and see whetker
they fit

He waited for Garth to express some curtosity about the elie-
where, but Garth's grey eyes did not flicker Courteous attentive
and aloof

The range-finder system?

A short cut  sud Johnston I am being frank with you Its
crude buties the best T can attempt under the circumstances.

He rubbed hus fingers together and blew on them to lmber b
waitng hand The arcumstances were rugged But Garth seemed
unaware of them

Where shall I stact? he asked At ray first memory?

Thatlldo  sud Johnston

Garth put hus elbows on hus knees caught one hand m the othet
The lmes of ~ an - b

tightened a1

Johnston whe

the young man now became aware that unal then he had bee
dd the d armour with which b

g an

patients so often covered their wounds The good ones that 1

those worth saving those 1t took a long nme to probe those who

suffered not from wounded prde not from business farlures not

from unrequited love nor from the fear of death but from what

he bimself had at one time endured and then covered up an
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d 1

d and led the curse of the spmt the
tormenting need of the ifimte the desire of the absolute

The path that led to the lake had 2 wall on one side The wall
was of stone large recrangular unevenly hewn and set 12 cement
1 you rubbed the leaves of the hlac bush agamst one of the stones
the muddle stone nose level and projecung 1t made a long narrow
spot first green and then brown The stone had to be rubbed
otherwise you hadn t been there The Jake was at the end of the
path It had a wall a smooth one level with your head It was too
high for you to see the lake You had to walk beside the wall
Somettmes Momimy would lift you upon the wall and you would
walk very carefully along your hand m Mommys Then you
could look down into the lake and see the minnows and the pebbles
under the water That was every afternoon and the afternoons
were good Then once there had been the girl Ida She was as big
as Mommy but she wasn t old. Ida had picked you up and sat you
on her shoulder He 1s so little she had said, he doesn t weigh
anything atall And he had ridden like that above Mommy above
everybody And he was the tallest of all Ida was good

1 remember a young worman carrying me on her shoulder on a
walk beside the lake

There was the taste of porndge that he had to eat when he was
1l The awful blandness and dullness the cotton thickness of the
porndge the gaggmess of that uneatable unswallowable porndge
that bad to be pushed down There was the awful injustice of that
1gnoble porndge that mixed with the taste of sickness 1n hts mouth
Day after sick day 1t had to be endured And Mommy was 1m
placable the enemy with the spoon

1 remember being forced to cat mote than 1 wanted having
been a1l

The e was the deep brown leather armchair from Daddy s own
room It was broken and the leather was cracked It wasnt m
Daddy s room any more It was 1n 2 dark corner of the little room
whe ¢ the trunks were and the smell of the camphor balls and the
shoe trees The brown leather armchair was Good Daddy but
nobody knew 1. The leather was npped and the gold nals came
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off When Daddy had been bad you pulled off the gold natls You
could put them back mn most of the nme but tometmes they
wouldn ¢ stay 1n. And Daddy wouldn ¢ have all hus sharp poraed
pals thats all The leg in front was broken and you could sy
1t from side to s1de like a rocker as though somebody rocked you
to sleep That s the place you went to when you were scolded and
had your face into and could cry Because 1t was cool to the check
and quiet and dark.

I remember a broken armchar sn an attic where I hnd whenl
was scold

There had been the white hmb Blanket. Blanket was moustd
on four wheels and had a lead around 1ts neck. Blanket could be
pulled all the way down to the end of the block when you wet
out and then when you crossed the street, Muss Loo would squocsh
her massive figure to the ground and pick up Blanket and carry
hum to the other side of the street Blanket did not like Miss oo
and Muss Loo did not ke Blanket One day Muss Loo had told bm
to go on pulling Blanket down the kerb there was no need to pick
hum up and you had suid Blanket will f2ll and get durty and Mis
Loo had made hum pull Blanket down the kerb anyws) 28
be wouldn t fall So you did and Dlanket had fallen and got 4ty
And you had been nght and Miss Loo wrong And Blanket bad
been gaven away one day to the son of the black cook. What bad
Blanket felt when he went mto the home of the black cook, b
the white lamb 2

Lremember a toy lamb given away to a Negro chuld.

There had been the tmp tgo Iraly wn{h Mcmngly and Dad whe
Dad was gong 1o ualk to the Itahan doctors They undecstood
Daddy though they didn t understand you or Mommy And yo¢
were 1n Rome, i the Grardine Pincio there was the man wit
balloons there were the donkeys you could nde and there was &
fountan You were playing beside the fountam wath your salbest
You ran into the httle gurl wath dark long hair and a quet f2c
And you had sad  Excuse me to her 1 Englsh. She 2nswereds

Prego n ltabian And the way she had said Prego was so beautfi
1t was 5o gentle 1t was so clear 3¢ had rung m your cars long long
afterwards You could sull close your eyes and see the lutde girl!
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face swallowed up by her curls you could see her standmy there
m the gravelled path around the fountam and hear her grave her
sweet [talian voice saymg  Prego
I remember a young girl in Italy whom I pushed mvoluntandly
and who answered very mcely to my apology
Prego 1 pray
Mother had died 11 Rome
It wasn t dunng that tnp It was many years later You were
1 school that nme They called you to the principal s office The
punapal s wife was there You went home with her When you
got there she told you And all you could think of was you were
Dot expected to make 2 fuss abour 1t She didn t want a fuss She
didn t put s¢ that way but thats what she thought They didnt
‘want a fiuss It would be bad form for you to make a fuss So you
had waited pushing the thought way down nside you hard, hard
unal they d let you alone. But they wouldn t let you alone They
wanted you to stay there that day with that ternble woman with
the Jong teeth and the horrible gnmacing tender smile You let her
babble you answered politely when she expected you to you did
what she wanted And the more you warted for the afternoon to
end so you could go b ck to school to your own room 1n school
the more they watched you and your head ached unti even your
teeth ached and your throat and when dinner ime came you had
to sit at their table but your mouth was ¢l mped shut by that ume
and you couldn t open 1t. And when you finally opened 1, you
threw up nght on the dmner table You were already grown up
You were eleven years old
I remember my mother s death And the unpleasant woman
who told me she had died
Johnston rawsed fus eyes The young man was speaking 1n brtef
sentences with long intervals i between quietly without emotion.
A woman carrying lim on her shoulder when be was hitle beside
a lake A broken armchar 1 a dark place where he hid. A toy
given away to a coloured child Another child speakung to hum i
a foreign language His mother s death——
‘What did your mother dic of?
Ca of the uterus
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His mother s death from a disease perhaps dreadfully hnlhtyi:
the boy s mind with the act of love or with the act of buth g
had spoken of a recurrent dream n which hus father at ‘m-h.u
of an infinite tunnel—the birth symbol of course—stared ;t 2
with an accusing eye. The Oedipus nvalry both 1 desire 0‘&4
love-object and 1n anguished shanng of the guilt. In :nft:; Je
shaning and repudiation. T did not kill screamed the chl -
hus dream, fighting the fog of the prepuberty sex knowledge fe
mented by the gude of hus first expennments and made now !lohﬂ'
the 1naceeptable loss She did not die because of the things
done Or was she struck 1n the womb because of met "

His father had been a doctor The doctor had not saved l:; =
man his mother loved loved perhaps more than she lov
had let her die -

Garth s face was suffly controlled but the flesh of the lower
was swelling with the dark flux of blood.

Did you love your mother?
Yes

Dr Takkes sud Johnston, we are not gettng any pho
Lagree with you ot
Garths father had he been the patent would have stamped

of the room o struck the table or vehemently snom out ’“_3;5
No matter what hus reaction 1t would be easter to handle Azy be
would be easier to handle than this courteous and ungrsP
young man b died

You say you loved your mother sard Johnston S cmz "
when you werc at an age when the loss of a parent can bea so! w
disaster And yet your next sentence concerns the person whoﬁm
you about 1t. A woman you did not hke Surely one of these
1s more impotrant than the other Which? 20

You ate attempting to make me angry  sud Garth. 123
Ionger capable of anger P

cChongramhuons said Johnston btterly 1 wish I could $27
mu

Tam trymg to be honest sud Garth  Iam not mtchf“’”g !
give you the facts and you wall mterpret them To answcrb);mg
question—— he hesitated  well 1t was Just as punfil not
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able to suffer alone as to suffer atall At first 11l draw you a parallel
My father broke away from me broke away violently That 1s
pamful It 1s equally pamnful just now to be speaking of 1t to have
had that scene witnessed Is that what you wantz

Agam that sharp recogrution of the already felt the heart un
clumed unmonrned sull beating and yet buned

Very good  sad Johnston  If you ever retum to the world
Doctor and consider psychuatry as a specialty 1 should be glad to
show you around

A flush of blood rose to Garth s face which Jobnston duly noted.

1 don ¢ think this 15 Iikely to happen  he sud 1 do not share
‘yout wterest w the 1mp of the of chuldhood. What
counts I thnk 15 not the unconscous nebulae but the conscous
efforts of the adult ta reach the full spmtual stature No matter
what the belief

Imperceptbly Garth was changing lus atntude Calling bim doc
tor mstead of the fool name they had given htm was sumulating
something sull altve in hes mmd This was siguficant perhaps

You do not believe 1n the unconsetous?

ITmust sad Garth  but in the sane indivadual 1t matters only
in as muich as 1t becomes the source of actton that 15 to say whenit
becomes translated mto the conscious The rest the waste material
of the 1d 15 digested away

You seem very sure  said Johnston ¥ do not Iike your arby
trary disuncnons between sane and not sane mdividuals And
memory 13 not a cesspool. Time does not exist 1 the wotld of emo-
tions Don t you have dreams that you dreamed as a chuld

Lhave no ime ford eams  sad Garth.  The rule precludes 1t

Which brings us to the subject of women  said Johnston. He
glanced at the confessor immobile t hus table  Can you give me a
brief account of your sexual history ¢

Certamly sud G th Iwas a pagan

Johnston Jaughed  Thatss bruef hesaid Helita cigarette agan,
plzaing the match on the table before im  How old were you at
the ume of your first love affarr:

Eaghteen

Any homosexual expenence?
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I find your question offensive  sard Garth looking up
Please answer jt
I have answered  smd Garth Tus eyes very much hke by
father s pow suddenly unverded and hus hands which be had kept
clasped now spread out emphatic on the table
Dentistry would have been easier thought Johnston. Aloud b
sad  You know these questions are routne Very well lets conr
unue By the way how old ate yout
Twenty mne
You must have thought about marnage 1n the past.
Yes said Garth more evenly  have And deaded agumstit
You were engaged at one ime Were you 1n love with the
young woman?
Garth hesitated At one ime yes hesud  [beheve now thit
I was mfatuated with an 1mage of her which I created and which
did not correspond wath the reality When I became aware of that,
I ceased loving her
Dud the loss of that illusion create 2 gap 1n your bfe:
I continued my engagement to her for some nme
Whyt
1 dud not know how to break 1t off
At what ame did you become aware of her defiaenacs?
When I was overseas and recerved her first letter It was ovef
wrnitten
Now I ve heard everything! thought Johnston Then to Garth,
Did you mentron this to her?
No but I changed the manner of my leteers to her
Did you ever regret 1t2 Miss her Phystcally I mean
1sad we were engaged  sad Garth hus voice nsing [ didnt
say we were lovers!  The Confessor coughed discreetly ' We were
not sud Garth emphaucally
L would Iike you to tell me how you first thought of religion?
As of something boring a set of practices that were 2 Joss ©
tume and an wsult to the intelligence
‘What brought you then to this?
A frien
Johmston sighed. 1 wish you wouldn ¢ force me to pull exch
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answer out of your mouth Iike an smpacted tooth, he sad 1
know I don t have your confidence Doctor Tatkkes but you did
agree to this and 1 came assured of your cooperation. You wall not
see me agam

Lamsorry said Garth, Iwas thinking only of myself Tdidne
realze—— His vorce tratled off Johnston waited

It was 1 Korea where I was stationed  sard Garth after a
moment s reflection I was i charge of the admnsstration of a
smmubitary hospital a job I dishked very much.

Why did you dishke 1tz smid Johnston

{fancied myselfa good surgeon  sad Garth, The job lefe me
10 time for surgery ‘The neurosurgery 1n the hospatal was botched.

Something 1n the voice vibrated For the second time since the

begmning of the mterview the monk was receding and the pro-
fesstonal man was comng through

The techmiques employed were steerage Nerve ends were ap-
proximated with sutures caught between cut ends bram wounds
explored with gouges not with avilized instruments Blood
vessels were not prcked up carefully with consequent subdural
haematomas the mortality rate was high the end results very poor
T was unhappy about 1t

Could you do nothing about 1tz

I did what T could mostly transfer the patients elsewhere but
some of the work was urgent I had to choose between the mam
Job of serving the greatest numbers and my responsibilrses to the
few It was a hard chowce

Did you do a good job of the organtzation work:

Yes sad Garth  constdenng

Considentng what?

Conssdermg how much I disliked bemg wath people

You put 1t m the past Do you still dislike being wath people

Yes  sud Garth evenly

Do you feel that 1n the world you would have reconaled your
dushke of people and your work 1 2 hosptalt

‘We were speaking of my conversion

Johnston glanced surrepntiously at bus watch  You do not have
to follow a straight bne ~ he suad.
133



1d rather sad Garth It 15 caster for me. The front ket
medics are not the best, as you know They are raw just ourof
medical schools The spectalists are 1n the rear hospitals where the
final work 15 done In the hospital [ am speaking of the most &
bgent help 1 recerved was from an orderly A avilan a Chunese.

Red Chinese

No sud Garth. His mother was Englsh He had bee
brought vp 1n England. In 1948 he left Cambnidge ostensibly to
enter the Chinese army In reality he became an anu-communst
agent i Korea How he got access to mibstary data I 1 never know
We never discussed that part of 1t At any rate he was discovert
to be a spy by the communists and managed to escape to our ks
Because he could not prove hus status—there were so many sp©
—sve kept him as a prsoner He was made an orderly asslgﬂtd w©
my hospital But he was not a well man

What was the matter with um

He was 1n Seoul when the ary was bombed Dunng 2 short
tme thereafier he suffered anmest2 He wasa student of archaeology
1 England I should explain

He recovered his memory

Yes He told me later that he wished he had not recovercd
Because wath his recovery there retumned unbearably the memory
of the things he had seen dunng the bombings one thing m P
ncular a woman who had fled her home and had fallen m bu®
mg asphalt Her long hair had caught 1n 1t so she was glucd there
Like a fly and bumed to death in the molten street Whea the 2551
entered Korea he was given a job wath us I did not find lum ¢t
gemal but at mght after my work as admmstration officer w3t
more or less under control I worked 1n the operanng room %
Koye volunteered hus services

Anything X rays lab work he asusted me whle [ OP‘:“"d'
He was unskilled but adnurably quick to learn and clever We
never spoke to each other except i regard to the work. Finslly
this extreme silence became a bond between us and we learned 10
know each other He was a very unhappy man He had hated cor
munism but the horrors of the defeat hus famuly losses the aights
he had witnessed the hopelessness of the future for hus people were
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oppressive to um. The role he had played while just and necessary
was yet 1n conflict with the childhood concepts of patnotnsm
wd honour He felt he had been forced mto a contempuble
zole for which there was no forgiveness He had hoped to die
exposing humself to danger but had been muraculously spared
At the hospital his work by day and night was a way of self
destruction

What about youz Could you not pass the same judgment on
your work?

He warked harder than I That was what I was tramed for and
loved

Goon sud Johnston

Asa Chmese he could not accept exther the crimes of hus people
nor ther pumshment As Eurasian he could not enjoy the fruies
of victory When we became friends he used to talk about the
meanmg of Ins bfe and 1ts sigmaficance I recogmzed the trauma {
tued 35 you are trying now st to explore the vanous aspects of
his personality hoping to find some hopeful role for him i the
East I could not help um The conflict was too decp seated He
had become intolerable to lumself When I returned to the States
Tasked hum to vistt me as soon as the documents for has entry could
be procured He refused I then asked our chef psychiatnst Dr
Dom to ook after mm He refused to see Dom 1 had been m
New York three months when [ heard that he had hanged lumself
1like to beheve that he did not know what he was domg

Had you talked about religion with im#

Yes He was groping [ tnied to subsitute the concrete for the
spitual To keep hum busy wath things to manufacture a ready
made set of patterns when he needed to abandon himself to the
grace of God 1 reahze now the harm { may have done lum The
uselessness of science before the urgings of the soul

Are -

That
1t was 1r
What1 1 uying to achieve 1s the total rejection of evil as exem
phfied by war by the mfhicnon of torture by the stupid world
chokmg 1ts source of Ife Tastead of tryng to alleviate s ewsls as
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2 doctor 1 am trymng to obtaln by contempladon sacnfice =4
prayer the deliverance from evil.
Do you belicve you can bnng 1t abouts said Johnston, awst
of the unwanted note of acerbity 1n his vorce.
I no The religrous commumty as 2 whole ceclesusncal 2nd
lay yes
i l-)[:ne you recerved any ditective about it?  asked Johnston. ‘1
mean have you heard voces seen visions?
Garthsmuled No hesud No halluanauons no levitatioss
no hystenc Doctor That 1s what you meant to askt
Yes  sud Johnston feeling cheap I think we have covered
maost of the ground. [ regret Dr Takkes having bad to subjet
yﬁo;x‘ to thus test. Stll T hope 1¢ may prove of some value to Yo
ther
Garth sad nothing I would Iike to ask you somethmg mort
now I promused your Superior that I would not quesnon Y08
about your life since your entry i the monastery a3 srrelevant &
thus anterview Therefore answer me or not as you see ft. Sup”
posc however that you were rejected from the monastery whit
would you do?
He heard the sharp mtake of breath and looked cunously at e
young man
I would attempt to lead the life of a Catholic outside e
monastery
As a doctor?
I suppose so
Would that preclude marnaget
Well  said Garth wistbly surprised by the question this 1583
extraordinary thing to ask of me at the moment. You undcrmnd
that nothing 1s farther from my thoughts No I suppose 1t WO
not necessanly preclude marnage [ am not yet bound by vows
Johnston capped hus pen assembled fus notes thrust them 12
pocket and stood up  Well tharssall hesad I can only th
you now for puttng up with this I hope this interview has not
been disturbing
Garth stood up An indefinable change had come over s cou
tenance He was once more the man of the world couttcously
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taking leave of a guest however unwelcome His eyes were upon
Johnston s face as though he had for a moment forgotren Jus new
sclf He barely repressed in time the gesture of extendmg his
hand.

Have you any message for your father:  asked Johnston facing
P 54

w pp u aua jonnston saw only naked sorrow on
the young man s face
Yes hesud Tell lnm—tcl[ him—to pray for me
What va h A
Tellh
vorce Th
Dr Johuston turned to kather John of the Cross who rose and
came to hum I shall now take my leave Father hesad
Would you said the old man  give us your impression of our
novicez Is he m your opinton 2 sane man or confused or what do
you call st unb lanced:
From thus skewchy examunation  satd Johnston [ would s v

tdluly uunk you have
many run-of the mull postulants

Tassure you every type of person lity 1s represented here  sard
Father John of the Cross  Just as 1 any community of any group
But we most definirely reject the neuroncs the escapusts the
glamour boys——

The glamout boys# asked Johnston not believing hus ears

‘There 15 a ce tamn mverted glamour 1 total abnegaton  sard
the monk. A snobbishness tumned upside-down Qurte as dan
gerous as the other Perhaps more Does that seem the case for
your patient?

No sud Johnston Very simply hke most of us he s seeking
happmess And I think he has found st T shall repost to hus father
this much anyway and that there 1s ne mdicatton of mental disease
as he feared nor of personaliry disorder

The wooden £ ce of the monk did not change bur there was

B* wr



relief and a quickened warmth n hus voice when he thanked the

chatrist
PS}Z wish  added Johnston  that I could say as much for Garths
ather
F Are you concerned about lum ¢ asked Father John of the Cross.

Very much mdeed  sad Johnston I don t know hum well
but the man with whdm I dealt today and yesterday 1s acting a5
though he had sustained a mutlaong acadent I have seen this sort
of thing happen after casttating surgery The panent 1s unable to
face what has happened and to accept the fact of his munlanon.
Yes 1am concerned. Of course he 13 not my patient.

Would yousay asked themonk that us sanity 1511 dangert

No sud Johnston I do not mean that He 1s not i danget
of lostng hus mind But you have seen hus behaviour thus mormmg
It 15 that of a man pretty close to desparr 2 man who might do
humself grave harm one way or the other Perhaps as a sort of
revenge

Iwonder said Father John of the Cross whether you would
be good enough to call on our Supenor with met

Johnston looked at hus watch, then shrugged hus shoulders As

you wish  he sad
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Ar A quarter to eight Umberto knowang that Tatkkes was to
operate that mormng and unable to wait any longer went up to
the room of his master His orders were to waken him at six thirty
Usually Tatkkes was up when the valet entered his room but 1t
had been nearly four o clock m the mormng when the old man
resting m an armchair n the doorway of his thrrd floor room had
heard T 1kkes steps on the starcase And knowing that surgery
seldom began before eight fifteen he had allowed the doctor the
longest possible stretch of sleep Dr Tatkkes mught be angry but
he would have rested.

He opened the door and remamed stock-stll hus eyes unbeliev
mg Then he rushed to the bed where Takkes was lying sprawled
half-dressed hus coat flung carelessly to the floor Umberto s first
thought was that his master was dead He put 2 rembhng hand
onthede~~ ¢
bue the r
pulse anc

He had seen huis master drunk twice only The first ame was
on the mght of the buth of hus son the second time when the
fighting ‘was over and he had known that Garth would be spared
Umberto had drunk with hum that mght both of them sutng on
the high stools of the pantry to begin wath then i the armchairs
of the study where they had awakened at dawn saff sore il and
bappy

Il’iEx,xt this was different Taikkes had not been happy recently He
tad not been humself snce hus son had gone crazy and buned hum
self in religion This mornng there was no zlcohol on hus breath,
Yet s steep was that of 2 drunken man Umberto rased the eye-
Lid of the slecping man with hus finger The eye was dilated, the
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pupt] almost pushing all of the s 1to 2 narrow blue nm. Then
the doctor yerked Ius head let 1t roll on hus pillow and went ez
sleeping

Umberto looked around lim Drunk he thought but drusk e
whatt Nothing was disturbed 1n the pantry and last mght, vEen
Taskkes had come 1n hus steps had sounded even and firm. Wha
ever he had taken he had taken nght here The glass at the ade
of the bed was musing Umberto went snto the bathroom. There,
on the nm of the washbasin was the glass Beside 3t wasa
filled mediane bottle He tried to read the label could not, -
corked and smelled 1t Chloral hydrate he thought recogmnsg
1ts smell from the disant war years when he had worked 2528
orderly 1n the Itahan army Clloral bydrate It has come to th t

He went down the stairs to the kitchen neatly runnung took
the coffee-pot from the table placed 1t on a tray picked up2@p
and saucer and returned to Takkes room He poured 2 cup
and placed 1t on the bedside table Then he serzed hus mastees
shoulders firmly and started to shake hum

Doctor  he sad loudly Doctor! Wake up wake up' I8

late There was no response . Wake up Doctor! They want yod
m surgery

Taikkes forchead contracted a Lttle and he made 2 gesture 2
though to edge away from Umberto The servant resolutely £
the old man slipped hus arm under the heavy shoulders and bfied
hum from the pllow  Get up st hesad Geeup Lhave brought
you some coffee

There was no answer Umberto went to the bathroom poured
cold water on a towel and teturning slapped Taikkes face with1t
gendy wath litele strokes At last Tarkkes grunted His hand wezt
up to the towel and pulled 1¢ away from hus face Then slowly B
eyes came mto focus He spoke but Umberto did not understan
hus words

Whatss 1t sad the valet  What did you say Doctor? g

With much difficulty Tarkkes repeated artculating each wor
separately

Umberto shrugged hus shoulders  All nght hesud I[llgote
the devil yes Doctor but not before I get you up Remember 3
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1 Friday You are operating at exght Here 15 your coffee Doctor
Here 11 hold 1t for you
Obediently Taikkes drank

You ve got two heads Umberto  he saxd atlast Two heads
four eyes and two mouths and everything crooked

Its the drug  sad Umberto S gnor Dottore you should not
havedone that  He shook his head disapprovingly ~ You shouldn ¢
do that to me You fghten me to death.

Taskkes looked at humself then and noticed his clothes [am 2
fool he sad his mouth stff and thickened by sleep  Go get my
bag Umberto I ve got some medicne in there

Must youz asked Umberto  The coffee 1t 15 not encughs
No  sad Takkes I operate this mormng Glass of watee—
my bag—Dexadnne That will do 1t He pulled himself up with
diff culty while Umberto found his bag and broughs 1t to him
Dexadrnne  he sad again - The pills

Umberto shook hus head 1 cannot he said sorrowfully I

cannot read the labels

Ah  sud Takkes siting up and looking with equal sadness
mto the blurred face of hus old servant  Ah Umberto your eyes
are old but your heart1s sull young and loving Look how bent you
are old brother ho v crooked your spme and fingers all swollen
like an old tree s branches Thirty fou years you ve been with me
thirty four years we ve been together and you ve helped me and
cared for me and put up with me ~ Was 1t for the money? Tell
me Umberto was it for the money?

The old man somled and sar down on the edge of the bed  You
know bester than to say that  he sud

Yes  sad Takkes I know better  He took the bag from
Umbertos hand 2nd fumbhng a linte found a bottle and poured
off a few pills n hus trembling hand ~ Yes Umberto You are the
only one who cares They have all left but you ve remaned. And
nothung matters any more

Taikkes swallowed the pills and waited a kttle watching the old
man s face gradually come 1nto focus noting without emotion the
tear swell on the everted }id and tremblmg there 2 moment be
wiped out and crushed by tne aip of Umberto s finger  Cry  be
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saud  cry for us both old brother Because I am dried up 20d e
not any more
He tuened then and let hus legs down on the side of the bed
Help me dress e sud after drang the coffee from his cup
and call Miller I must get to work.

It was twenty mmnutes past mne when Dr Taikkes smoothly
LA PN (P a n o wead

There have been all sorts of messages for you Dr Takks,

sud the girl at the desk Wait Thavea ptle of them nghe here

Takkes glinced at them then made a face So they st
without me he sud half to humself 11l be m surgery The et
will have to wait Call Lambniaco about the sternal fracture. Illse
the case as soon as [ am through 1n Room G

He got off the elevator on the Surgrcal floor The secretay
vuac;rcd a prece of paper at hun 1 have a message for you e
sax

Yes yes Tknow hesud Illbein G as soon as I am ready

He entered the doctors dressing room shed hus clothes showered
briefly again before putting on the white duck pants the whie
overhead short sleeved cotton shrt the white socks and shoe
which were ready for hum 1 hus locker Tying on the strngs of e
cap_he went to the scrub room for the final preparation

He felt quite well now wide-awake and pleasanty somulated
His annoyance with Stull s deaision to proceed with the case 1
absence did not penetrate very deeply mto his consciousness Way
shouldn ¢ he? he sud to himself I 3¢ were Garth 1d want him t©
Yes he thought but 1f 1t had been Garth I would have been bere
And let lum do 1t of course but watched hm and assisted b
He shrugged As though I were needed! He scrubbed automat
cally meticulously lus hands so hardened by half a hfenme of
brushing that hus skin did not even redden under the hard strokes
And as he brushed hus hands Tus eyes tuned towards the operai§
room a corner of which was visible through the glassed n doct

The X ray of the patients chest was directly across from bt
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transilluminated by the view box on which 1t was clamped Even
at a2 dutance Tarkkes nonced the enlarged heart shadow the frail
structure of the nbeage With sudden apprehension he pushed
open the door with hus shoulder and entered the room fus hands
clasped before lum He examined the X ray more closely The soft
tissue shadow the fragile covermg of flesh whose outhne went
bately beyond the hght bone of the thorax the blurred almost
porous marking of the aorta struck his eye with the force of the
accomplished fact. Thus patient will not survive he thought.

He looked around um saw the enormous rumber of blood
sosked sponges rolled up for countng 1 2 comer receptacle
heard the suction coming from the densely surrounded operattng
table Jooked up at the mtravenous transfuston botdes and ex
claimed  Can t you sce the bottles are empty2 Then to the anaes-
theust  You fool you d mmned fool!

Nick Strrbu turned to hum, Jus eyes wald.  The heart! he sad.

Tcant get a pulse.

Rapidly Tarkkes pulled on a2 parr of gloves and without taking

T -

1
1 s e p Cu ouou UL WE vOUY 2nd called to the
surgreal nucse A needle
The gurl turned to her ttay What kind  she asked
Any kind Hurry!
She selected 2 needle and tried to thread 3t
Guve 1t to me you damned fool' he sard wrenching it from

er

Dave Stull hifted hus haggard face  Heart n standstill  he sand.

“Taikkes pricked the heart pricked 1t agan No response. Adren
abn  hesad Two cc, Prepare a procamne dnp The defibnllator
Kecp that lung gomg

The arculatng nurse spoke  The defibrllator 15 not stenle
Doctor

Bring ' he sard. He took the synnge and mnjected the adren-

ahin into the heart cavity  Push the transfusion fast, he sad.

Nick the breathing bag tnder one band, looked waldly at the
mtem. Blood, he sad. P
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The mtem unhooked the empty bottle and suspended a full one,
then gomng to the other side pumped the last of the blood fron
the second bottle rapidly and replaced 1t with a new one. Taikkes
hus left hand under the heart, was squeenng 1t firmly agunst the
chest wall squecaing the blood out 1nto the arteries out mnto the
dead imbs 1nto the artficually breathing lungs 1nto the blacknes
of the dreamless bram 1nto the vens 1nto the heart agan and ozt
again on 1ts hopeless course throughout thus opened thing whih
was no longer a woman

How long has the heart been sullz  he asked massaging wh
suff fingers gummy and choked wath blood

Just now  sad Stull  Just as you came in The zorta broke
down when I put on the clamp Macarom 1t felt ike macaront

Clean up that blood  sud Takkes to Homnsby I wanttose
what goes on

Hornsby applied the suction again This time the field remained

The aorta 1s clamped  said Takkes The blood 15 arcelo®g

but there 15 no haemorrhage
Stull did not reply

Another cc of adrenalin  smid Takkes [ can get no respors
from the heart.  Wathout stopping the massagmng he mjected the
drug It s not going to work, he thought There 1s nothimg to briog
back Suddenly he felt a fluttening agamst the palm of fus hand
The heart which was waxy pale begana wild erratte, unrhythas
cal fibnllauon  There 15 motton, he sad but, as he sud 1t %
stopped.

I have the defibnllator ready  said the nurse  Shall 1 connect
st with the electnaty :

Yes hesad Cut 1t down to one ampere

Here you are  sud Homsby taking the two electrodes from
the nurse and holding the electnic wires above the operatine fiel

Taikkes seized the electrodes placed one of them under the dea
heart the other above and signalled to the nurse She stepped OB
the pedal and the current went through Nick gasped as the 1‘:}:
of the patient slipped from under hus hand pulled away by the
arching which hurled the body upward 1n a violent contracuen 12
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spitc of the straps which maintaned {ts arms and legs Then it fell
back, the heart stll without reaction  Taikkes waited one second
persprranon running down Jus neck then applied the electrodes
agam Agamn Mitsu bounded upward 1 the supreme futle con
vulsion obeying even mn death submutang to the forces which
now had by passed her and would affect her no more Taikkes let
the electrodes drop and put hus hand on the heart, squeezed 1t once
more recognized the presence of death m the flacad nssue He
pulled his hand away 1n a shudder of sorrow

Cardiac arrest, he sad and pulling off hus gloves walked out
of the operating room.
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Tote GIRe at the Surgery Information Desk was new She had pever
seen Dr Taskkes smule so she took the nctus that pulled hs by
away from hus teeth and bus vacant stare for a friendly grn. Helo
she sud.  Remember me:

He stopped and looked at her then wathout answertng Wentos
to the dressing room. her
Your message Dr Tatkkes she said scrambling around

desk for the shp of paper  Your message Don t you want 1t
No hesad turung to her e
Her smile faded  But acs urgent  she sud gomng around u
desk to catch up with bum. I m not sure of the name but bere
1 From out of town.
He stopped.  From out of town
She held 1t out to lum but he made no motson to take it. Dt
Thomas shesad 1 think 1t s doctor he said I m to call bum
as soon as you can talk to him. &
Taikkes took a deep breath, He rolled the slip of paper b
he had at last accepted from her mststent hands and wished to
1t down her sweater between her rrpe and msolent breasts l“’“?]a
he tossed 1t to the wastepaper basket 1n the comer of her cub
Thats that hesud  Call the Superintendent Report & surgt
death ‘The zortic aneurysm. case Check on the name Fiod 0t
where the relatives are 111 change clothes and speak to them ber
She stood open mouthed then pleasantly excrted at the nom ¥
and quality of the dunes suddenly foisted upon her 1n the md df
of a dull went to the desk  Aornc ancurysm  she s
checling Thst Here 15 the name Mutsu Watanabe
- be for her that the little man 15 Wﬂ“"d‘f
A up the phone Diana  she 2
v



gave me the boss No I want to speak to htm myself
Sure Tl wat,

She toyed with her carnng then because the phone was press—
1ng agamnst 1t and brussed her lobe she slipped 1t off She waited
umnpatiently for Dr Newcomb hoping that he would not hear of
the acadent before she had had 2 chance to speak to um She
would be brief digmfied and screntfic Aortic aneurysm she re-
peated to herself wondenng what 1t could mean The aorne
aneurysm case I sure have an mnteresting job She glanced m the
direction of the visitors room where the ittle man was wamng
had been waiting for two hours Poor guy she thought In 2 couple
of munutes hell be a very unhappy Iittle man 1 wonder 1f he I
cryt Do Japs cry a5 we do or do they save therr faces? What do
they save therr faces for anyway: Okay Diana Illwast Sure
1t s important Like 2 girl saving herself for the nght man
How do you know 1t s the nght one: How can you be sure?

She saw Dr Petnie get out of the elevator walk to the rack
and prck up her white coat Have you heard about the aortc
aneurysm case Dr Petmiet she saud pleasantly rubbtng her stchung
ear with the telephone recerver

Yes sad Petra Its my patient
Jean feltlet down Oh  shesmd  News travels fast
Petra fastened her coat  News: shesad then she looked afrad

‘What news: What do you mean?
Ak e T e b < -

€
He took her arm and plunged his five fingers mto the strong
warm flesh above the elbow kneading 1t harshly happy m his
palms to forget the flacad engorged heart the sticky shppery
unresisting pocket of muscle whose motor was gone
Petra hesad the gul 15 dead
Hurntedly the receptionsst started talking mn a breathless voice
Dr Newcomb she sud. Miss Armbrewster in Surgery I wish
to feport an operanve death. A Mrs Watanabe Yes thats
nght W ATANABE A case of zortic aneurysm of the
aorta  She shot up a tnumphant glance at the two doctors walk
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mg away from her with no more connideration than o she bad
been a post or a picket A pauent of Dr Theodora Petrte,
operated on by Dr Taikkes  Thats nghr In surgery

No mo sadPetra No not Mutsu Itisn ¢ Mitsu you re talking
about 151t Is st ‘Tarkker 151t Mitsue

Idon t know what you call her  hesmd  Come on mside

Stll holding her by the arm 1n spite of her gesture to pull away
from hus nght fingers he drew her into the dressing room. Standmg
on one foot the bram surgeon Chester Coon lately of Boston,
was pulling off hus pants He emutted a hugh squeal and hopped o
one foot mito a comer behind a cloak rack. Petra s eyes brushed by
him and turned to Tarkkes

You were therer she sud.

I did my damnedest he sud  But there was nothing to do
The aorta was rotted through m the first place That ass of 2 Sull
should have scen 1t on the X ray

‘What happened: said Petra

He put 1n the clamp and 1t went strarght through Idon tknow
whether she died of the shock or of the haemorrhage Probably
both

Oh Takker! shesad And [sent her to this!

You should have known better  hesuid 1 knew she was dead
before I ever looked at her Her X ray told me she woulda t take
1t Not the size of the sac just the look of her She wouldn ¢ stand
a tonsillectomy

But she stood a Caesarean  sad Petra I took care of her whet
I was at Charity and did the Caesarean myself 1

That was years ago  sad Taikkes Shes grown worse An
then to top 1t off while Stull rips the aorta the blood transfusion
runs dry and nobody noticed When I got to the table the bottles
were empty at the ttme they should have been pushng 1t 1at0 hee
with an airplane engine

Strbu she thought but did not say 1t

Couldn t you get the heart started : g

OF cousse I got the heart started  he sard  but there was 10!
1ng to keep 1t gomg We got the defibrllator but you ought #

148



well have tied 1t to the Republican Party Sure 1t jumped but so
whate I couldn t keep 1t up all day and even 1f [ had—
Oh Musu  she smd. My poor Matsu
Don ttake1t thathard, sad Tarkkes She didn thavea China
mans chance Surgery or not she d be dead in s1x months
But Isent her to this  sad Petra and sat down  She had two
cluldren she wanted to get well and I promssed her 1d be there
when she d wake u
Don tstart that  sad Takkes I m damned sorry about at, but
what s done 15 done
But1 dtdn t— said Petra.  You see 1 asked her to come
She started to ery
Whats the matter with her?  asked Coon emerging fully
clothed from behund the hatrack.
I kalled her pafient  said Taskkes batterly
Oh did you: asked Coon 2 polite frown of concern on his
tosy golden face hus big boy arms floating to his sde  Thats too
bad It happens you know he's 1d to Petra's bent head 1t hap-
pens to me all the tme In my speaialty you leam to take st Well
hesad patung Petra on the shoulder  chin up Doctor we all do
the best we can
He went out raprdly  glad to escape from the scene hoping that
i her shock Pet  had not had ume to notice the nidiculous 1mage
he had presented when she entered the room and reheved 2 Dutle
that panents other than his died on the table occastonally Heart
surgery was hard but brain was worse Ungrateful work he
thought making hus way out mto the elevator and down to the
lobby ungrateful ingrate and gloomy and he wouldnt change
sp~
for Petra to recover her
w n hus heart So Father
Thomas called he thoughe 1 should have talked to hum There 15
plenty I could say to hum If I hadn ¢ been such a damn fool last
mght—exther you take chloral and don t do the job or clse you
leave 1t alone you son of 2 bitch—he said to humself angnly You
kalled that girl all nght my dear boy he said to Garth n hus mind
you holy man you holier than1 too haly for this world you killed
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her wath Stull s hands mstead of saving her with your own as you
and 1 together mght have saved her

Youd better stop this e sad to Petra. 1 feel bad enough
without having to go through this And I should go talk to ber
husband 1 understand there s some man wasting for the end—
there 1 the waiting room.

Oh  sud Petra standing up  her face battered but handsomet
sull he thought under the good scrubbing of tears and honst
sorrow open and speakable sorrow  that s her brother Hes nat
ing for me 1d better go mn with you

1d rather do st alone sad Taikkes It s casier that way You
may talk to ham later 1f you want to But this 15 my job

She followed him out to the warting room door He turned thes
to her

Petra hesad you know it isn t anybody s fault but my o%®
You know that don 't your

She sought hus hand but he had tumned brusquely away and she
only met the coat sleeve which flutted by her fingers Takker——
she sard but the door closed and she remarmed alone Her hand ol
to ber side Then hesitantly she turned toward Room G

The man stood up when Dr Taikkes entered He was taller than
most Onentals young with a long neck on which a sm
fitted gracefully small flat ears and an m tumned look # heen
and sealed by the fold at the corners of the eyes

Iam Dr Takkes sad the older man  Sit down

The room was small full of aigarette smoke Taikkes went ©©
the single hugh window and threw 1t open  Let s have some at
he sad

The young man watched him contamnng Tumself untl Tatkkes
had taken a seat then he leaned forward My sister he s
suffly how issher

He 15 bracing bumself for bad news thought Taikkes But not
that bad notthis Iamsorry hesudaloud When we c>176r3“d
we found a condiion more sertous than we had supposed

The young man gathered umself with obvious effort. P
hesad  please tell me How 15 shes
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The sentences that Tatkkes had ealled to hus mund came and}went
without stopping It's no use bemng cateful about 1t he thought
Its undigrufied and msulting to hum. To us both 1 must tell um
now But sull the words refused to come Iecantadmitat Icant
admut I have kalled her

She1s very sick  sard the young man with a rembling voice
beggg to be contradicted
Yes  said Tarkkes He took a deep breath 1 am ternbly sorry
But the shock of the operation was too much We could not save
er

Mutsu's brother kept on looking at um mtently waitng for
more words to come the words which would tell hum that he had
nusunderstood that there was some new angle to the sttuation
that something would be required of lum something else ternble
sacnficial but which would sull contamn e

She died  said Takkes  dunng the operanon

The young man shot to hus feet How hesad how howis
thatz She didn t—where 15 she: He went to the door and came
back to Tukkes Where 15 shez he sad urgently beggmng him
with sharp choked sounds Mitsu  he said incoherently I have
watted—to see her Now—get me—no  hesad  not Mitsu
not dead?

You can ¢ see her now  sad Taikkes bringing um back from
the door There 1s nothmg we can do We must wai

But I came from Chicago  said the young man with the same
arr of disordered preoccupation  to sec her Doctor she 1sn £ dead
—now?

I am sorry sad Takkes We did everything we conld.
Everythung

I want to see her said the young man Its my sister you
know  he sard eagerly his eyes darting around the room as though
to find an 1ssue from which he could escape stnce now the door
was forbidden

11l take you to her sad Takkes Later His hands were
denched. Please sit down he sad.  Try to be calm. She could
not live, Its a ternble thing but at least——

The young man came to lum made an effort to listen and then
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started agam pacing around the room walking closc to the wall,
o to- " and retumed 10

you say Theres
no but 1had the money Igaveit to her Shesaud no there wasno
need of money She d have the best doctor anyway Thats what
she sud yousee All nght Itook it back. I took 1t back, you see
he shouted I took 1t back!

ight—all nght
but [ have to

Please be calm  said Tatkkes Its only hus sister he thought
and 1t 35 my son. She s not suffenng any more.

The young man stopped sull backed up agunst the wall whick
ke struck with the palms of s hands  She died  he sad. bt
suffered ull she died and now you tell me—

She ddntsuffer sad Tatkkes She went to sleep very 52
ally Ieantstand 1t he thought I cant stand st any mor&
She went to sleep hopmng
Oh oh oh—— sad the young man He crashed 1nto 2 charr
He put lus head into hus hands and jecked 1t up agam. Lusten
said  Let me sce her wall your Doctor—I cant believe you &%
I came from Chicago ~ he added  She said she dudnt 8¢
moncy for the operation—so I thought I d come here and wat
she was well and take her back with me Wich the cluldren—
He mterrupted himself  What the hell  hesad  Thats nothiog
to you After a moment he went on  She couldnt kecp 0
staying there you know wath that bitch of a landlady It was b
for the boys I thought 1t was the right thing for her t© bave
the operation here Oh Doctor he cried suddenly bis ¢
gnmacng under a gush of tears ‘There s somethmg—can t ¥
do something now! Hurry hurry up! Is there nothng~3¢
you sure there 15 nothing—Matsu! he sud and started sobbuw
Mitsu oh damn oh damn it Mtsu 4

Taikkes got up and found hus knees were trembling He steadse

humself with an effort and went out of the room
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Dr Tarkxes ran straght mto Dave Stull outside the wathng room
The brother s in there 1snt her asked the young surgeon
You broke 1t to hm Dr Tarkkes?

Taikkes nodded and tred to push past um. 1 d better go i and
explan  Stull sud  These people usually want an explanation
How 1s he taking 1t 2

Tarkkes felt !bc blood rushing to s head.  These people,  he
sad,  these people!  He put out a convulsive hand grasped
Dave s surgical gown 1n the middle of his chest twasting and nearly
teaning 1t off his body

Stull wrenched humself frec with 2 gasp of surpnse Why  he
sud  Dr Tarkkes—

But Tatkkes seized hrm agam and pushed lim before lum mnto
the dressmg room at the end of the corndor He was shaking now
and could barely control his vorce  These people want an ex
planation  he smd  Indeed str these people want an explana
tion! A woman croaks under your hands 1 surgery and you are
ready to obhge these people!

I'meant to say  Stull began but Takkes went on wathout lis-
l:mng

And s0 you get your httle diagrams ready with pencrd and paper!
What the devil did they fill your belly with you bastard# Stenle
cotton and hygremc gauze or have you bowels that move and
blood and the organs of a man?

Dawid Seull tumned white I don t know what you mean  he
sad. 1 have not deserved this wr The patent died—1 have done
what I could—it was an acadent—I mtend— No  he sard with
dignity  waita mmute You wall let me speak. Lintend to explan
certamly It s my duty and 1t 1s my nghe.
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Youhaveno nght you have no duty  said Taikkes ta the same
high breathless voice  except those I grve to you. You will notgo
m there you wall not touch that man. In your surgical gown too!
heened  With your synthetic heart! You have no nghtm there!

But I dont understand  sud Stull I don ¢ understand what
has come over you Are you blaming me for her death, Doctor?
Have I been at fault i any wayt

I blame you for nothing  sad Tarkkes

ButIbeleve youdo sud Stull  And I want to know whatl
am accused of I had your permusston to operate on this panent——
This was the understanding The girl knew 1t Petra knew it. Yo
were to be there You came n you saw the situztion was e~
that nothing could be done——

Crucal'  sud Takkes The pattent was dead, you dam?
fool!

Would you say  sud Stull with supreme calm perspiratior
starting from under hus surgical cap and rolling down his temples

would you say I killed the patient Dr Tatkkes?

‘What are you to me that I should answer your questons sud
Taikkes  you pompous fool!

Just a mmute  sad Stull I am your assistant I bave been
entrusted with a dang P on a desperately 1l woma™
You have entrusted me with 1t 1am your assistant and 1 ddsn !
dud the best I know how with the best of my knowled,¢ and dhe
best of my skill T have failed 1 have the nght to know and you
must answer me Have I killed the pattent Dr Taikkes?

You know damn well you have  sad Taskkes

Stull wiped s brow then taking off the surgrcal cap robled
Ius forehead hus face and the back of hs neck wath the crumpled
cloth Idontbelevest he sad at last I dont believe anyor
could have done better I tned—— Why sir  be cnied Y";
couldn t have saved her Itell you the clamp went straight throv)

I wouldn ¢ have tmed  said Takkes calm now I wouldnt
have put m the clamp
But how was I to knowt asked Stull
Yes sud Tukkes  how were you to know! He took 2 few
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But Stull remamed immobile lus eyes black and sick 1n the
whitsh face  Dr Takkes hesad I behieve you are dreadfully
wrong but f 1 have been at fanlt there 15 only one thing for me to
do Iam resigming

He warted a second 50 intent and so taut that Ius breath remamed
caught mn hus chest but Tatkkes only turned away from hum wath
an impatient gesture of the hand

Iresgn repeated Stull He went to his locker and started
to change his clothes Shortly after Tatkkes heard the door close
bebind hum

Well said Tatkkes I guess I am nd of that bastard!

He looked around him trymg to locate the sound that he had
heard In the lounge part of the dressmg room behund the row of
Jockers he heard the sound agam—as of a charr pushed away—then
the sound of footsteps Dr Sandstrom came around the corner
an unlighted argatette hanging from the corner of his mouth He
looked upset thought Taikkes upset and as usual unkempe with
Ius troubled myopic eyes focussing vaguely before lum with hus

" -

agarette i the pocket of bus pants ' What were you dotng there:
I'washiding  said Sandstrom  for fear of adding to that boy s
embarrassment Imustsay headded [ have never heard a more
disgusting scene
You what! said Tatkkes
1

fired 1f you so please but I don t care—
What are you talking aboutt sard Taikkes
About Dave Stull  sad Sandstrom 1 don ¢ know what hap-
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pened 1 surgery and I don ¢ think st matters The gutl was doomed
anyway And I certanly don ¢ care a snap of my fingers for Sull
He s not my kind But what I want to say to you—

I dont care about what you want to say sud Takkes Go
comb your har you sap and get a coat that fits you. You ue2
disgrace to the hospital

And what I will sy continued Sandstrom without pause bs
voce rismg 1 that you ve been unfair and cruel to Dave Yo
unfatr and cruel—and I could say more

But you wont sud Takkes strangely calm. Thas has been
your specch of the year You Hl keep on worrying about 1t for the
rest of your life Now do me 2 favour Go 1nto the visitors 1003
and take care of that Chinaman for me You know what needs©
be done—signatures for autopsy release of the body and so on
Find out 1f he needs any help Givest to um The funera] arrang®
ments will be on me Get the Superintendent s secretary 10 b=P
you with 1t T thunk the woman left some children. I dont kno¥
how many Sce what needs to be done about them. Will you b
that?

Thavent had lunch  sard Sandstrom grudgmgly

Nether has he  sard Takkes Get hum to have a drnk a2y
way Hell feel better and then he Il eat Go on champon of the
underdog do your stuff

Well  said Sandstrom Ius far skin flushing

Comb your hair first  said Tatkkes as he left the room  ©f
be sure he s having a nightmare

Bell

I'want Dr Petnie  said Tarkkes to the surgical clerk. Canyo?
find her for me?

Skes i there said Lucy noddmng her head to the visttors
lounge with Mr Yishumoru Shall I call her now:

Wat sud Dr Takkes He stood there one moment watci6
the coming and gomng of nurses nterns and orderlies pIYE
through the surgical corndors the patients wheeled upon 0
carts and then the thing he expected but hoped not to have
see wheeled out of Room G The cart with something at °’s:
ogd and abandoned closely wrapped and unrecogmizable U
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the sheet, taken to the back clevator Hornsby was pushing the
cart. Behund bim walked Nickolas Snrbu, yellow faced and drawn.
1 Like that boy thought Takkes I think I could do somethung
with hum. As thongh ke could be leavened. Not Like Dave Stull
who thmks only of himself ~ Wha dd he say? I was bard on
him: Of counse I was hard. I was enraged. I am sull enraged. All
ke could feel was that he was affronted. All he could say was I
bave done my best—it 1s my panent—I wall explan— have the
nght. Heavens he thought, Stull on onc hand, turmng duls
pushing levers and Garth on the other without ballast wathout a
guy rope gomg straight up like 2 balloon Aren t there men any
more just plam men hike me? 1 won t ery any more he thoughe T
can ¢ take 1t. If Stull quts 1 m through also And glad of 1t Idone
invc the heart to tram  new boy any more It takes hope 1t takes
h Al Bl - S —

a damn. T want Petra
Go cal Dr Peme  he told the clerk.  Tell ber to jom me m
the bbrary 111 wart for her  Then  War, he added hus fingers
fumbling for a chequebook 1 his pockets Wait. He tore 2
cheque from the folder picked up a pen scnbbled a figure and
hzs signature and folding 1t gave 1t to the gul To Dr Sand
sttom  hesad, and try to be mconspicuous about 1t. It s for the
Chinaman s expenses
Without waiting for the elevatar because at this moment he
feared to meet the eyes of hus colleagues so haggard did he feel
hus face to be he took the starway to the fifth floor

‘The library was always deserted dunng the day He was disap-
pomted when he saw someone sitting 1n one of the armchares near
the window A girl A Inttle ship of a girl. He came neater Dido

Dido  he sud and she rose and came to lum Then he remem
bered Not Dido but D do Stull Dave Stull s wafe And hus face
Kdmci What are you downg here? he asked  This 1s off your

t
Im watng for Dave  she sad. I lefe a message for hum to
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call me when hed be through surgery Its nearly one ododk
Aren ¢ they through yet up there?

Yes  sad Takkes  They re through.

What could he be domg ¢ shesaid  Or did he get the messge
atallr

With whom did you leave 1t+ he asked

1 told that woman doctor You know that swish ]oo]nngﬂ?
gl Dr Takkes sud Dido comung close to hum ):hcg:]ll
Dave was operaung on how did she come throught Is she
nght:

No sad Tukkes She died B

Oh! cnied Dido She backed away her face contracted, bt
hands contracted her body contracted as 3f wounded a5 of. ml;;’”v
backing up and knocking a table and folding herself mto 2 bt
doubled up as though tghterung herself around 2 wound amm’x
a gush of blood that should not pour out  Oh Mussu! Poor poo
Mitsu Dave why did you do that to her?

Tatkkes walked away from her to the window He pusbtd 2w
the brghtly printed cretonne and looked 1nto the strect Wi :
never endt he thought Must they all go into convulsions 0%
woman who couldnt et But she couldn ¢ Ine  be sad l:l‘:i
Ius shoulder  Pull yourself together Drdo Your husband di

male a scene -

I

How did you know? asked Tatkkes cunously and nstde i
self he was saying she wll be quite ugly ten years from noW Ss
1sn t as pretty as when I first knew her She s lost her freshness
wont last with um  How did you know ¢ Dave didnt kao®

I ddnt know she sud  bue I was scared I told hlﬂl‘m
Where 1s the httle girls room? she asked. 1ve got to g°
gomg to be uick, e

ThatsallIneed he thoughe btterly and to her That ssilly

sud  Youdon thave to besick Come I 1l tahe you to Emergif

Youll find a tov! ~—and somebody to take care of you- ”
fol]m{ obediently very pale now and ds
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down the comndor down mn the clevator mto the mystertous works
of the hospital s msides and reached Emergency where she could
rush away from hum and sweat 1t out alone

Its Dr Stulls wife  sad Takkes to the Emergency nurse [
think she I beall nght but she may be pregnant You d better send
somebody home with her one of the students 1f you can spare her
She's lugh strung and she's had a shock I think she shouldn ¢ be
alone

I dont know who I can spare  sud the nurse  Im always
shorthanded down here But L1l find s ymebody don t you worry
about st Has Dr Stull been advised:

No said Takkes You mught do that But I have an 1dea he
might be home anyway Use your own judgment

Petra’ hesud At last!
She put down the book she had been vaguely looking at and
tumned to lam.  Takker shesad  whatasstr What can I doe
He did not answer He took her hands 1n hus and led her to the
armchair where Dido had been sitang a few nunutes earber and
drawmng up a chair sat down m front of her Now  he sad
alk.

Talk sbout whate she ¥ Th - b ~¢

No said Tatkkes I I !
been yelling my head off Vo
body Ever since that thing 1 !
don ¢ deny 1t I know Not her death 1 feel no responssbility about
that Here and now or there 1n three weeks—1t amounts to the
same thing and this way may have been caster Myself 1d rather
go this way quetly But she was your patient and 1t shouldn t
have happened And I don t want you to hate me for 1t

She looked at lum wath her direct open glance 1n which the
whole woman kindly compassionate was revealed He noticed
the dark brussed area under the eyes the broken planes of her face
which was no longer young the mouth swollen and dry from
which she had butten off the hipstick, and he yearned to take her
nto bus aems

Do you hate me Petrat
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Takker shesud why do youtalk nomsenser Hereyeswere
steady but he felt her warmth commg to lum something which,
31t wasn ¢ love wasits sibling something which raked i made
achingly and yet the pan was a comfort and a benediction. He
Jeaned tosvard her took her hands and nsng Difted ber to bet feet
and pressed her aganst lum holding her ughter and yet ughter
fecling with an exaltation he had forgotten the plant body agamst
tus chest her whole body not giving 1 but not resisting the g
ness of her not offered nor urged as the mother s mulk s ot
pressed but allowed to flow He felt her force flowng mto fum
who had seemed the stronger and bured hus face m her neck.

She let hum stay aganst her then gently pulled away from b

Petra  he sud.

Come  she sad and Lftng her hand held 1t a hetle agant
his cheek  come Takker you mustnt disorganize me 1 bave
feclings too

Petra be sud taking her hand  Petra come to me Come®
me as you used to Come and stay with me tomght Petra. In
you, Petra as 1 ve never needed you before.

Icant shesad her eyes troubled.

Youcan hesud You used to Remember 1t wasntsolos
ago ‘The other mght you wanted to didn t your I dudnt %
1 couldn t trouble you agam. But [ need you Petra I cannot sleep
alone

She hesitated I can t tomight, she sard

I'won tbother you he saad musunderstanding  Iwont bother
youif you don t want me to Just come and stay with me- i

Leant she sud agam thinking of the other man, het ‘usban
that was who would be with her that mght the man who W:’f
willing to throw away all hus carefully buit up hife for the sake
her his woman Iecant Takker Im sorry

He dropped her hand  All nght  he sud dully  Asyou wsln
Petra  He turned but she called him back.

Tatkker shesad  that boy——

What boy? s

Nicholas Strbu  she sud.  You know the zmcsd:ensth
mormng I dont know what happened—I didnt get the wad
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story—but you sard something pretty harsh to lam 1 don ¢ know
what 1t was You were probably mghr bur the kud 1s just stck
about 1t

Sucbur besad  The one they call Nicky:

Yes shesad The dark youngster wath the big ears He fecls
that 1t s all bus fault He won ¢ even look at people It s haed on hum
Hes so young

What do you want me to do about 1te sad Takkes He
wasn t watching hus transfuston bottles It didn t make any differ
ence anyway But he ought to learn Hell thus 1sn t a kindergarten
you know 1 had to take worse than that when I was us age Old
Breckenbndge was a terror—

Please shesad. You re probably nght I m sure youare But
1t 1s hard on the kad. I tell you he looks stricken

Tell hum anything you want he sud I don t care Tell um
1m crazy that I ve got to blow up to let off steam It's the truth
anyway Tell hum I shall personally tender hum my apologies

ButImeanit shesud

Well what do you want me to do? Straighten 1t out any way
you think bese I don t wang him to commut smade because an old
mak Lar

way Lhanks Takker
With the same gesture they turned to each other This ume
thetr ips met m 2 hard brief kiss
Don t let that kud fall in love wath you he sud.  Perhaps for
tus peace of mund, 1d better speak to um myself
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Ir was nearly two o clock when Theodora Petne reached her
office She was one hour late for her appomntments and having bad
no lunch very hungry After leaving Tatkkes she had putina all
for Nick through the loud speaker operator and had waited 2 long
tume for hum to call back There had been no answer She bado
patient m the hospital now and nothung to do there so she wa
impatiently beside the telephone thinking of her delayed afternoo
appomments of the crowded schedule of her early date that
mght with Hetb She heard Dr Tatkkes name called scv eral times
on the loud-speaker and Nicks Finally when her phone rng
the operator told her that Stnbu signing out to Sandstrom
left the hospital for the afternoon She felt sorry that she bad not
reached hum eather thmking of hus gneving dark face when she
had left the operating room then shrugged her shoulders She b
other duties more pressing to attend to

Petra shared her office with three other women physicians 1t%2
a suite of two offices six patient cubicles a laboratory andas
cheerful wattng room On Mondays Wednesdays and Fridays
Theodora Petrie practsed general medicine while Virginia Carro
1n the other office saw her own obstetrics ard gymecolcglcﬂl casts
On Tuesdays Thursdays and Saturdays Petra made house a8
hospital calls while the office was taken over by an elderly pa
trician a severe woman of the old school and a chuld psychiaerst
The expenses of the office and the nur  were shared cqually bY
¢he four women and the practice of women patieats mothes 3
children was often shared as well Alln all 1rwasa good 3 pleassn
arrangement Whenever Petra met a problem too complex for casy,
solution she called on ber colleagues for discussion ot on one O
the spectalssts at Musurus Hospital
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It was with rehef that she entered the reception room that Fnday
afternoon and glanced around her meenng with a cheerful smile
the anxious cyes of her panents 1m sorry I am Iate  she sad to
Wendy Blaskowtch the pretry snub-nosed young girl who was
the office secretary 1 was delayed at the hospital At that 1 had
to leave eather than [ should have Please call Musarus and leave
a message at the swatchboard for me

Yes Dr Petrie sad Wendy drawing a note pad toward her
What 15 the message?
Have Dr Surbu call me whenever he comes m  sard Petrz
I£1 have left the office by the ume he gets there he 15 to call me
athome 111 be out for dinner but will be bome by ten surely It
1s umportant that [ get hold of ham today
Very well  said Wendy 11l send 1n your first panent as soon
as you are ready You Il be busy this fternoon

And busy she was  The anacmc girl with painful menses was
followed by the hypertension case with ninging of the ears The
young brde whose blood test Petra had run the week before was
back for the shots required before going to Mexco for her honey
moon The boy and gl twins both acne ndden came for the
reslt of ther metabolism tests and a thyrod prescription The
young pranist with frghtened eyes who h d fallen on the street the
day before came o bmping She didn t think her hap was broken
but 1t was and Petra made arrangements to have her admutted at
Musurus and pinned together by the chief orthopaedist It s not
a bad fracture  she smd reassurmgly to the gl and 1t will take
all of stx months before the pins are taken out but you ll have no
cast and be hopping on crurches m three days There s no reason
1o think you won ¢ walk as straight as before Then there was the
woman grey hared and shy the gentle spoken woman who felt
ashamed of the lump she was growing who had not spoken of
1t to her d ughter It didnt burr she sad but hot packs had not
helped and suncay lamps had not helped so she had thought—
Yes said Petra she was night yes t was a tumour 1t would bave
to be taken out yes nght aw y What was the use of watng and
worrying about 1t the worst was always before surgery counting
the days counting thehours ~ No we won t put it off she said,
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dualling Musurus agamn for arrangements Just think how wonder
ful 1¢ wall be to wake up at this hour tomorrow and be nd both
of the lump and of the worry She smiled at the woman and helped
her z1p her dress There were no signs of spreading that she could
find, It was early enough 1t was wonderful to be able to smle 2t
her comfortngly encouragingly It was early enough. Please God,
letae be.

“Then Mrs Marniott came 1. Fafteen munutes of complants about
gas pamns and her daughter m law Fuftcen munutes by the dock
after which Petra distssed her and opened the window to blow
away the heavy musk fragrance that clung to the womans oot
rageous clothes And then the theumatic heart case who was doiog
better o much better after pentalln the asthma ease—to B¢
referred to an allergsst the two ssters muddle-aged and laughing
who together weighed five hundred pounds and who were really
gong to start on that diet of the doctor was willing to fry them.
Just onee more

And then 1t was s1x o clock the warng room was empty st
and Wendy was putting on her hat  Any call from Musurss?
asked Petra sprawled 1 the deepest armchaiw and lightag 3
agarette

No sad Wendy but there 1s a message for you. Here she
sad  froma Mr Nichols Herbert Nuchols He sad he would PXCk
you up here at six thirty

All nght  sad Petra  That wall give me ime to make myslf
beaunful.

You ve got a dater asked Wendy unbehevingly looking €
barrassed at the kiddish behaviour of her boss

Yes gorgeous sud Petra I vea date and you d better roll ot
of here quick. I want to keep hum to myself &

Left alone she locked the office door kicked her shocs across 18
room went to the laboratory and cleaned up Then witha to®
wrung out of hot water over her face she set the X ray alﬂm"n
tmer stretched on the panentss table turned on dance m“ﬂ‘b: i
the radio and promptly wene to sl ep Half an hour later seftes] -
and quute herself again m her yersey dress and dark coat she opex

the door and looked up mto Herbert s face.
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He came 1 easly happdy with the same effusion of good
bealth of good spints wath the same glow of good looks that had
thnlled her fiftcen y ears ago when she had first met hun and which
now stunned her agan so stmular was he to her 1dea of lum and
o dufferent from the Jetter she had recenved and from the vorce

T

down Thea he sard  this 1s almost too much for me
Isitz sheasked Have I changed so muche Is 1t such a shock
Heshook hushead. Changed: hesud No Orifyouhave 1ts
good. It 5 3 flowermg 2 blossomung out——

Come come sad Petra  You mean I ve gamed weight All
nght I have

Itsgood he repeated  And your hare 15 different You used
to wear 1t bike a boy short short short and straight And we used
o quarrel about 1t once every three wecks every nme you had 1t
cut And then you leave me and blossom out as a woman

Not very tactful 1s1t2 shesad Ialways do everythng wrong

st

Andthen hesaid  you straghten them out.

Sometimes  she sud  You look dam well yourself You look
twenty five yust as you did when I first saw you How do you do
1t Hethb? How ¢ n you look so well Herb she thought how can
you look so happy today how can you not be touched by what
bas happened this morning how can this day ha ¢ gone around
and into you without a stan on you or a trace of anguish?  Should
ot you tell me since I am a woman and looking halfway decent 1s
part of our bustness?

L have been bving 1n a dream he sard as 1f m answe to her
thoughts 1 have been crazy since I st week since walking to you
Unnl this mormung I didn t believe you would let me come Its
dumb for me to tell you this but Ik ve called you so often before
You crucl wench  he sad gettng up and comng to her sitang
beside her on the 2 m of the chawr I baven t been able to do a
thing Thad people to see 1had to go to the law hbrary Ibad toge
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sndIwent butl remember nothing of my work there
pan i e to be done agam 11l have to come back next
B o darn happy at sceng you I mean 1t doesn t matter
patl ": ’uke the bt 1n your teeth Herb  she sud vath a sule
’} people sce me every day without losing their munds
Ll":{:n tbehievest, hesud firmly  Andif they dont they must
! already It amounts to the same thing
b‘shc cotup Hu shoulder was too close to hers She couldn ¢look
Jus eycs as e spoke and she feared the weght of hus body would
;,nmk the arm of her eighty dollar chair  Lets go she sad |
ja € not eaten since breakfast this morming and smce ths 15 gOt
1o be a free meal T 1ntend to cat for hours Where are we gomg?
Wherever you want he sad  Is the Black Tower all nghtt
There 15 a new show operung there Have you seen 1t?
No shesad Idlketo
Mtsu s eyes looked at her unhoping abandoned You wouldnt
do 1t she was whispermg and the lds closed and the lips polled
away m a smile
1d ke to very much  she said It s been months since I have
Iaughed Ihopeitsloud noisy and comy as com
Thats the gal forme  hesud Where's your coat Thea! be
looked around him and for the first time saw the office and wehustled-
A swell setup you ve got here  he smd  All of thus yours?
A quarter of it shesmd  Three other women physici2ns splt
1t with me Cheaper that way and better company
All women: he asked holding her coat for her Gosh, &
sounds awful And you live with a bunch of gals too I suppos "
No shesad Idont. It would cramp my style Sheregre®
her words when she saw hus face darken but before she had 67°
to think about 1t the telephone rang
Itstoolate hesad Dont answer 1t d
She picked up the recerver  Yes: she sud  Oh, hello 523
strom
You called Stirtbu  sard Sandstrom over the wire The opesd
tor sud 1t was important Anythmg I should know about? f
Petra hesitated.  Well  she sud I don t know what t© sy
was speaking to ‘Tatkkes at \noon about the unpleasantness
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mornang you know his unpleasantness to Stitbu and I thmk he
regretted having been brutal about 1t, [ wanted to tell Sticbu about
1, that s all,

Well said Sandstrom  that s damed white of you Petra I
wish somebody wauld do samething about the kid. But no ane
knows where he 15 He just signed off to me and vamoosed.

Dudn ¢ he come 1 for dinmer: sud Petra  Wasn t be m the
dimng room:

No sad Sandstrom  That s when I got worsted and called bns
home 1 thought he mught have gone home to mother you know
But she didn ¢ know anything about bum So 1 had to reassute her
and that was a job Those foreign mothers heaven deliver us!

Damn, sud Pera Now Iam worrted.

Well  sard Sandstrom, [don t think he d go and hurt himself
It wasn ¢ hus faule after all By the way there won t be an autopsy
The guy refused the authonzation

Ah  she sard and the woman m her was reheved stupudly n
sunctively as though she had never heard of medicine I m gomng
out now Sandy When be does come m have um call me 1 be
mbyten She hung up

‘What makes you think you Il bem by tenz  sard her ex husband
wth 2 questionmg look on hus face

1m a working woman, she sard I always turn 1n eatly

11l take you home early he saxd taking her arm and holdng
her close and the meaning m hus vo ce did not escape her

She had a marant and while eating she drank the light Dezaley
wine with the shrimps and wath the meat she drank St Emilion
Between courses they danced Returning from the dance floor she
found Herb had ordered a bottde of champagne and st pleased her
as though she was very young now and taken out for he b thday
by thns boy who was not her husband and never had been but was
somebody new attentive and enthralling with all sorts of delious
promuses of secret happmess of extrao dinary voyages of exouc
wistas for her because she was young beautiful exalted and once
more, 2 virgin And the man hell bent on seducnon.

And all the nme she talked. She could not stop tallung The
wme which she seldom drank, released m her all the bonds with
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<which at all umes she was so tghtly fettered No one kncw of
these bonds 1o one that 15 except Taskkes who knew it be
frec manner and her frank speech which 1 others would have
been excessive was for her the very mmmum of force which kad
to escape or if not escape choke her She who had meant to
be ucbane and wise sophutcated and kind who had meant t0
make the man talk and to hear hum tell of hs love of bis need for
her who had meant—yes m spite of what che had told Sandy
that mormng—who had meant to give hun hope to try 3gum ©
return to her man and her home to be somebody s wife—20 8%
somebody s—Herb's and find 1n hus arms the completon of bersdf
wathout which she was only a tool a vseful tool indecd, but
ammate not jomned 1n fruton not growmg who had meant ©0
Lsten and ge she talked ly rrelevant] and oo
1ot seem to stop

She talked of her hfe of her apartment of her furmeure adber
curtamns and the trouble she had had matching them of the 002"
mate she had had and who now thank God had gone ©0 &
army to find herself a man of the parties she had given of
her friends and the parties she had gone to and what had happe®
there of the auxilary and the doctors waves of the wor!
was dong three mormings 2 week at the nmversity 1t the beat
rescarch lab And all the ttme she was skirting closer and doset
to Mitsu who was lying quietly her slantung eyes obstimately opets
1 the chully core of herself that music did not ceach that was 20F
warmed by wine Mitsu mute and not reproachmng who W
lookng at her

‘At nine o dlock, the first show went on It was very fumny &7
loud and she laughed Herb who had looked worned now forgot
about her and laughed too the full happy langhter of men 3285
fyng and real He took her arm 1 the crowded space of e
pushed together tables pressed her agamnst Ium and held b
band For a fraction of a second she let her head rest agamnst
shoulder then tumed 2 little and pressed her forehead wto 1%
fechng warm feeling night at Jast Matsu covered away vansbon
from her consciousness She felt hus lips brush her hart and Lfo%g
her head looked 1n his eyes and the drunk agttation that had PO
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sessed her dropped off all at once She was herself now awake
and content Thea Petrie with Herb Nichols who was handsome
and loving and all the petty and ndiculous stnife about who was
the stronger about who should do which aboutther work and hus
and the place where they should live fell into place as the puny
things that had no real meaning between a man and 2 woman who
belonged together
The four peacock guls were galloping on the stage batung
thewr ncandescent neon wings She pulled away from him and
watched without seeing feeling hus eyes on her Thea Petne she
thought, Petra no more Thea and Herb Just as 1t used to be Soon
agan Thea and Herb Nichols That s all 1 give up
You look tired Thea he sad  And ten o clock 11 around the
comer Shall we go?
Yes shesad Itsnice of you to remember I had forgotten
Thave quite 2 day tomorrow
He pad the check, left the meely computed up for the waiter
helped her with her coat disappeared one moment and reappeared
Wld:L bis and they went out together mto the harsh February
win
Gobacknside hesad 11 get my car  ‘Then he was dnving
up and they were close agan his arm around her her face agamst
his He kissed her Darhng  he sad  why have you made me
wait so longe
She drew away from lum Why why do you draw away why
don ¢ you answer hus kiss? Why don t you tell am why don ¢ you
et ham know ¢ Thus 1s what you want You will be home soon you
bave to deaide to deaide now You have deaded remember?
This 15 your man You have yield d Don tstart fighung gamn.
Herb she sad, dont, dathng I am cxhausted Its been a
frightful day
Why  he said starung the car  what has happened @ Was 1t
Wworse than usual?
Yes  shesaid, it has been
Yes crted Mitsu st has been It was my last and 1 do not feel the
mght I do not feel the mght nor the cold nor the wind. I do not
feel the sheet around me nor the hardness and the narmowness of
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my bed I do not hear my children's vorces 1 shall not sec the
calour of tomorrow
You are crymg  sad Herb  Thea what 15 the matter?

And so she told um whale he drove mto the park, around the
lagoon and mto a drveway forgotten by all the other wnter
lovers she told hum about Mitsu sobbng at first and then more
quiedy and he was quet judictous and tranquil. He followed
Matsu easily from happy childhood 1n Californa from the fathers
tree nursery to hugh school to the great exciting tap to Japan ©
the finishing school near Tokyo where she a Niser had beea 2
foresgner among the people of her blood and colour just & she
was a foresgner m Californa among the people of her bacth and
language He followed her at the moment of decision when,
October 1941 she deaded to return to the country of ber burth
only to find her father burning all the things she had brought
back from Japan and burning also at a last fearful sacoifices the
portrart of the Son of Heaven the Emperor Hirohito

He followed Mitsu into the freezng huts of the relocation &'p
where crowded with her brother and her parents around the s
makeshift stove she had coughed through the long wintetS of
Idaho her feet numb m the canvas shoes that were nght fora
school girl in Calfornia but not a pnsoner m slat walled, tar
papered sheds where she had been thrown He saw her grow o
on a nceless diet he saw her munstering to her father who died
at last from a lung haemorrhage He saw Mutsu m New Yor
the war ended find a job as kitchen helper 1 the Y caferens &
then fall 1n love with the first man who made love to her Hesi%
her at her ficst delivery 1 Chanty Hospital delivered by Caesaseé?
section under local to reduce the danger of shock because 10X
plicably the arculatton was fouled up the heart madequat® the
blood pressure cntical He saw hus wafe later after a clmcal survey
telling the girl that there was something wrong with her artety dat
she should have no more children He saw Mitsu returm to U
same hospital five years later her husband gone but heavy wih
child calling for Petra who was not there going through 2 5o
Caesarean successfully muraculously escapimg death agan wlang
1mto her arms a hive healthy boy Her last now No more Mtsu:
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We ve done 1t twice We nught not do 1t again But look at lum
Doctor look at lam! My son!

He saw Petra discuss with Takkes the gl s chances of admus
ston at Musurus and of being operated on And Tatkkes giving her
hus consent and promising to sce the patient humself although she
was only a chanty case and of beng there at surgery He stood
beside Petra through the operanon and watched Mitsu s heart beat
faster and faster because 1t was not strong enough and had to
work 5o hard to push her blood mto the artenes and vens He
saw the clamp bite and tear through the aorta and heard the last
sigh wrenched from the arching body which fell back and re-
mamed sufl

Well hesad thats tough work for 2 woman Thea I think
you ve had enough of that

But she went on She told hum about Surbu and the horror m
Tus dark eyes and the way he had shot up stricken when Takkes
had torn off us gloves and saad  C rduac arrest  and walked out
of the room Because although she was not there she had been
told about 1t. And the tortured expression on hus face when at last
he had helped cover the body And she told him that Surbu had
disappeared

Bah, hesud pattng her knee reassunngly  Hell get over 1t
They all do And if he cant take 1t 1ts best he should find out
about 1t now Why wocry bout e Thea: What s done 1s done
Stop thinkimg about your work when you leave the hospatal Irs
not effictent If we all did that—

Butithurts Herb shesad  How can I forget when 1t s hap-
pened to met

Hethrew the carnto gear  Letsgohome hesard  canmake
you forget a whole Jot. Wall you Listen to me now Thea now that
You ve got the whole gruesome mess out of your system?

That gruesome mess Mitsu?

Lamsorry shesad I shouldn ¢ have let my har down Iike
this A docto should know when to hold her tongue

Good bye  she sad when they w re m the lobby of her
apartment howse Good bye, Heth Thank you for 2 lovely
evenmg
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He did not take the hand which was stretched out to hum  No
hesud ot like this Thea Thea remember you promised—

Did It shesad Idontremember Idont thinkso Taman
P ) n

i~ ~n e n foreed benclfto

‘when you come

ok,
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Oursme the day was as usual Like yesterday had been like any
other day m February n New York Cold wimndy m spots and
grey A day like other days and he Nick Surbu walking f st down
the strect as though he was gomng somewhere as though he was
a guv“r ah o~ s
Job
fromr
talking about ordinary things about the people upstairs making
that racket late at nught and 1t not even bemng Saturday and Ius
suster s child using her left hand mstead of the nght and should she
be made to change or not and the corruption 1 the police force
and was Gross mutderer gong to be picked up or wasn t he?

Yah the day was like other days all nght but he wasn ¢t hke
other guys any more He was the guy + ho had killed 2 woman
naghe there 1n the operating room 1n f ont of God and everybody
and he could walk as far as he wanted to from the hospital and as
fast s fus legs would carry him wathout running so that people
would turn around and look at um and know hum for vhat he
was_he but couldn t change th t He had killed 2 woman

He tried to vemember how it had happened at wh t ume he
had ceased to be the nght kind of a guy and become the mur
derer ac what pomt he had faled 1n his dutes and he couldnt
remember There was a long blank or was 1t a long blank eally
or a short one stretched out tnto elastic etermty by the enornuty
of what had taken place? between the moment when he had
looked up at the bottle with the transfusion runming as it sthulf
down the clear 1 =% c -
Bo name that
and the tume v
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eurned 1 horror and saw the bottle empty except for the blood
foam sucking to 1ts ssde How could he force those mnutes back
1nto memory and know the extent of hus guile? Because the know
ledge was there 1f he could only squecze 1t out whether 1t had
been five mnutes earlier—and then he would really deserve that
electnic chair just as surely as Moretn deserved st for pullng e
trigger on the three kids—or whether 1t had just finushed draming
Then hus guilt would be counted out 1n seconds really the fracrion
of time 1¢ takes for the atlas to swivel on the axs for the neck
to tumn around for the voice to nse from the lung balanced on 18
column of atr and ery out to the nurse  Blood please The
fusion 1s running out  And that was all Three heart beats 20
more A delayed reaction or a crass 1gnoble neghgence the Jood
of neglgence that for the patient had meant death?

Tatkkes of course beheved 1t was neghgence He had sud 50
But what Takkes thought or Takkes said didn t matter 3 dam
He didn ¢ care 2 hoot what anyone thought no not even Petrz
Yeah 1t had to be your panent Petra Oh Petra why why ddtt
have to be yours! Damn 1t to hell why did 1t have to be yours
doesn t matter 111 never go back there 111 never have to s¢¢
again I'm out Nobody can force me to go back. All nght So!
tried So I did make good studues and I did get my MD_ but®
doesn t mean a thing that has notlung to do wich it The only thiig

that matters 1s when you ve got a patient what do you do about 1t
~ 47 1 mmpgad

etrd
was

surprsed to hear me say 1t 1 guess I spoke before I thought. Butl
didn t want her T didn 't want her near me then I knew €O dn ¢
think 1f I felt her near me I just asked her to get out and she [t
She was mad and she left And that was good It didn ¢ matter sfshe
+was made or not. The only thing that mattered was Mutso- Acdl
watched Mitsu

Dead It happened so quickly What happeneds How dd &
happent What happencd on the table # The blood pressure waslo¥
but 1t was low to begm with and [ was watching 1t The lunos wer®
gomg up and comng down They said that was all ght Twas dowg
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1200 fast to begin with but then Islowed down Islowed down and
st was all rnght The heart was okay and then all at once there was
nothing Nothmg at all And Takkes came i and looked at the
botdle And st had run dry But when had I looked up lastz Lwas
pumpmng the lung and watching the electrocardiogram and the
blood pressure and the anaesthenc and the blood and I didn ¢ stop 1
was watching all the tme 1 wasn t thinking about anything else T
was not thinking about Petra

Was [ thinking about Petra? Mutsu tell me do you know? Tell

me 1 was I want to know 1 don t care a damn what she thinks
what Tatkkes thinks what anybody things tall I want to know
did I all yous Did Ikl you Mutsu2 I had my hand on your face
Thad my fnger on your pulse Your face was warm There 1n the
palm of my hand 1t wasalive Sleeping Alive and sleeping trusung
me And then there was nothing under my finger I felt nothmg
They started the blood agam and Tatkkes brought mn the electnc
plates and you bounced out f om under my hands and I'ser tched
your face I felt 1t I felt my nad scr tch your face when you were
Jetked off from under my ki nd They made you bounce and bounce
Iike a decapitated frog but 1t drdn ¢ mean anything You were dead
You weren t you any more It w s all over

You ve been dead two hours

You ve been dead five hours

Listen buddy where d you think you re gomg? Yeah Imean
you Come on over Ive been watchmg you smee I got on thus
beat. It 5 the fifth ume I seen you cross the streets agamst the hights
and maybe 1 nussed 2 few with the traffic and all You gomg any
place m particular: Taking  walk eht Now look beat 1t Go on
home I dont want to see you agam. Gives me the creeps with
the five o clock traffic commng Hear me Thats sight. Beat 1t
Go home.

Because there was no place to go any more Home wasn t the
place to go to now She d know Quick as a flash she d know what
had gone wrong She was from the old country and as soon as she
put her eyes on lum she d know her son had killed  pattent, Four
feet ten she w s and big as a munute but you didn ¢ fool her very
long The X ray eye she had the chmcal eye all nghe. She knew
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what was the matter with people almost before 1t thpcﬂtd
Whatever taste or talent for medicaine he had, he got 1t from her
Joe Petrosint when he broke hus elbow he couldn t take the physio-
therapy at the hospital any more and when Mom exerased a2
massaged hus arm he got well agam he got to use 1t much fiser
than the doctor thought he could. And she knew that Mia
couldn ¢ keep her baby two weeks before she aborted And shed
know her son had kulled a pattent no matter what story bed b
able to tell her If he could tell any story at all. Because you Jt
can t go home and tell 2 woman who's brought up five children
all by herself and works herself to the bone and pad for erght yas
of school—yeah surc he worked but she worked harder—e
made her son a doctor something to be proud of and looked upto
that that was what 1t amounted to a mushy bramed weaklog
who Il et a patient dic on the table because he didn ¢ take hus ob
sertously

Dream of love eh? Dream of women and what you would &
1f you had her 1n your arms? And was 1t not a real womaz there
not 1 the game of love but 1n the supreme moment when Lfe an
death balanced and that s the nme you chose to say  Erewse me
please Iwant to think about somethung else. am wonderng 02
out please what 1t would feel like to have Petra in my arms

But I didn ¢ think about Petra

So what the hell were you thinkmg about? Where were 70!
‘Why don t you know what happened

And how do you think you can ever face her agan?

Hornsby was mice Homsby was a hell of a swell fellow about
1t He did 1t all practically by humself All you had to do w3 ©
push the cart and when you were down i the morgue he 1f
1t by humself and put 1t 1n the drawer of the rcebox Wrappe ki
1n 1ts sheet and all you had to do was to wnite the label chcckl:ll‘g
for the spelling on the chart which was on the cart and stack the
label m the slot of the 1cebox drawer And leave it there 3102:
And he talked of something else while you were washing ’5_‘“:
sink and changmg clothes ater upstars Then he sud someth
about gomg down and eating and he wanted you to g0
with bim at the resdents table but you couldn t eat then a2
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went out. Too damned senaitive to go down to dmner after all
that had happened, And too damn sensiive to watch the job and
ot E R 1 - 1

You don t want any part of 1t any more Not that kund of thing
Never agan neve ragan never never never agam feel that pulse
die fecl the head wrenched away from you feel the live-dead sk
under your nails There s the army there s always the army You
can get mto the atmy no not as a medic As a soldier
Kall 2gam me? Take a nfle and shoot 2 guy me? Well at Jease
thats cleaner You never promuse the Chinks to bnng them back
alive! Is there nothing for me but to go around killing people? Is
that what I am meant for? After killing her do I have to kil her
brothers: Dope she's not Chinese shes a Jap
That s swell that makes 1t nghe. Thanks Nick. Good boy Nick.
Go on and kill the Chmks N ck. That Il make 1t one hundred per
cent
Yeah, and gets you medals too and makes 3 hero out of you
And never see her agan
Asafl wanted to
Il have a bow! of soup
Another bowl of soup please
Yeah 1t sure 15 gettng colder
b]ac{_ﬁh' 1 guess thats nght. And a cup of coffee please No
Yeah Iguess 11! have a sandwich Yeah ham wall be fine.
No Im not wating for anybody Where s the washroom.
“Yeah I guess the days are gettng longer
No there s nothing wrong with the sandwich. I just am not
bungry {guess
Is that so# Your brothe i law? Tweaty pounds he lostt In
Low long? Isee Ought to see a doctor
Yeah 1know they chargealot b tat mught be serous
I don t know about that but 1t might be Well suppose 1t was
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they cure them 1f st s carly enough.  If they have a decent anaesthe-
tist you mean
Another cup of coffee please
Yeah, I guess I am. Okay check please No Im not domg
anything tontght I'm not going to erther
Well so long
So where are you going now Nick? You got to make up yor
nund Not home No not home And not to the hospial exther
With all of them looking at you. It ought to be over now They
must have finished the autopsy They must have the el
They must know
1d like to know
I could call up I could ask Sandstrom or Homsby He Tooked 2t
me like he was sorry for me ‘The hell with um He d be sory 2
was him Would 1¢ have happened to hum: Did 1t ever happen ©
anyone elset
‘What did happen ¢
Stull would know I'm not gomng to ask hum!
Tatkkes would know
Sandstrom would know  Hormnsby would know
Petra would know
Petra
Pack of Camels please Where s your phone book?
Sigmond 8-9843
Dr Petrte please:
Isce No no message
Petra—Petra—Petra——
LY o

st $W0
Jnrcd of

dclmb

with the French poodle will you grve fum a message?
words will you? Just tell hum to go climb a tree Tam
waitng around Tell hum Nick has croaked and he can go 20
atree Thanks officer I sure am much obliged

She s been dead eght hours

Stgmond 8-0843

Dr Petne please  No no messzge
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1 guess that s the only thing to do I guess that s the only place to
go 1 guess that you don t have to kill when you get 1n the army 1
guess you can get killed mstead You can get yours mstead of some-
body else getting hus and that evens 1t up then ‘The first time some-
thing nisky comes up you can go and do 1t And that evens 1t up
I guess Mom wouldn ¢ like 1t but that has nothmg to do with1t It's
me Its my fe and I can do what I want with 1t Even throw 1t
awa

That s a swadal tendency Look out Nick.

That s not a smadal tendency If somebody s got to be killed 1t
mughe as well be me Because 1ts my fault And [ cantstand 1t I
can t absolutely stand 1t I absolutely can t stand 1¢

My feet are absolutely frozen I can t feel them any more Icant
move them any more

Sigmond 8-9843

—No no message

11l sit down here for 2 while Get a cup of coffee and sit down

IfIsit down I never be able to get 1p agan

11 go out there She il have to be b ck some time tonughe 111
goand talk to her J st once more Just ask her what the report was
Just look at her once more And if I did it—
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remembered the character m the corner the young drunk who dd
not smell of booze

Hey you! shesad then louder Hey you!

Niuck opened his eyes and came to the desk.

That was her said the Dragon wath a toss of her head mtbe
direcuon Petra had taken The head was grey musshapen by gt
curls adomed by greymng eyebrows the folds of loose skin 0%
the Iids cut her eyes m two and the grey pearl choker ‘made a deat
where her neck should have been But the eyes were blue and oot
50 very long ago she had been beaunful and men had called bt

darlng  Didn ¢ you know her when she went by ? i

Iwasasleep sudNick Didshecomeme Hestarted tows
the elevator

Not so fast  sud the Dragon 11l find out 3f she wants to $¢¢
you first,

She plugged m the call by feel her eyes sull on the man Yot
don t even know where shesat  she sud to um.  You go o2
sit mght down  and wasted ull he was out of earshot before "
ping the lever b

Dr Petne shesad  there s a man here to see you Hes et
hanging around for the last hour and a half

Whoist ¢ asked Petra dont

Hesaysheisadoctor  the Dragon wenton  but he sure our
look Iike one Hey she called to Nick what did you s27 ¥
name was?

Nicholas Sarbu  sad Nick  Dr Stuebu.
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Dr Surbu o ! know
him? You sure:

She closed th She
says she knows you 1117

Nuck stood up agam his knees suddenly disarticulated unat
tached He entered the elevator rubbed hus hand across his chun
and then shrugging hus shoulders pressed the starter

Petra at home 1n pretty bnght clothes agamst the background
of low furmiture and pale drapenies Petra at the door with a pleasant
Iam-the-hostess soule asking hum to come m was suddenly a
stranger Nick stood one moment at the door unable to say any
thing unable to blend this woman and the woman he knew the
woman 1 the white coat wath the plan unpamnted face He sought
quickly some clue by which he mught recognize hus love The eyes
—but the eyes were different shiny as 1 exatement as 1 anger
the mouth—but the mouth was snuling = pamnted smule the hay —
but the blonde hair was soft and curly not pulled back hard as she
wore 1t at the hosprtal Petra he thought where re you?

Are you commg in  she asked or do I have to brng a charr
to the hall:  She was smiling sull but the impatience was real

Iamsorry hesad Itsso late——

Where have you been all day? she sad while he forced lus
feet one after the other nto her apartment on the ru,, and across
the room and all the way through 1t unal he had reached the win
dow as far from her as possible He tumned at last and faced her

Ihave tnied all day to reach you and no one knew where you
were  she sud

You called me: he asked Why:

Because I wanted to speak to you she smd Here Nck st
down Give me your coat

. He handed her hus co t p otesting he would not stay long that

e
It
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You had nothung to do with 1t she sud agam. Thats wht
he said and since I can t 1magine the big whate father saying so0
you I thought I would

But—maybe he was nght Maybe I wasat fault sad Nick st
believing her yet pushing back the great surge of rehef that %8
nsng within lum  You see I dont remember what bappened
exactly Wehen I ast looked up—

I don t care what you remember and what you forgot, sd
Petra  Maybe 1t would matter another tune but ths gul couldnt
survive no matter what you or anyone else had done So wall you
please try to act sensible and grown up about 1t?

Butshessdead cried Nick  and 3f 1t wasn t my faul—thack
God oh thank God for that anyway—then what the hell were %
all domng there disembowelling her cutting her m two 2 though
she was a damned rabbit or something ?

Stop 1t Nick said Petra white to the lips now and redly
angry  You have no nght— 4
But he could not stop  There were five of us there he s
Hommsby who looked on and sad nothing just helped along ®
the butchery and Stull fiddhing away wath the woman s aorta 3¢
bursting 1t like a balloon no not like a balloon 1t was mzdt;
macaron: bike cooked macarom that s what he sud. And 5
strom who had to be excused he had to see a man about3 dogy
and Taikkes who couldn t be bothered to get there m tme b
me And you said 1t wasn t my fault Well thats nice 10 know
What 1d ke to ask 15 whose fault was 1t then? Because $h¢ ‘l::
alve when she came mto the operating room you know [put
to sleep you know And I carted her downstasrs and put her

1cebox-~afterwards

Are you quite through? asked Petra her voice shakiog

No  sad Nick and then stopped

Because I was there too  contunued Petra
her to Takkes I was 2 member of the team don t forget: s

Nick caught hus breath hus anger sull poundimg wside
blood rushing in Ius cars because the woman who was $12% 1od
before lim had now reached back through the day and loo“
Like Jus Petra agam Her perfume and her votce and her face moO
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nto the passionate 1mage which he carned within him. Yet loving
ter hebad to go on spurred by hus desire.

Yes you were there  he smd.  You didn t do anything but
ou were there But tomght where were you: How could you
o on and amuse yourself with a date and have a good ime when
Vatsu—

Her expression did not change she did not move She remained
llent after s voice had died. But her immobulity her silence were
o charged so vehement that Nick was shaken He stood up

Forgiveme hesaid. Idon tknow what seized me Iam erazy
lease forget 1.

Get out  she sard.

Please hesud Ihad no nght to say anything 1 have hurt
ou I didn ¢ mean what I sud

Get out  She turned away from him mn a short gesture and sat
down taut and straight

Look, hesud Iamalouse Iknow I could kuck myself You
vere kind enough—

Will you please get out? she sard

Oh damn hesad Allnght 1l go

He walked to the hall where she had placed hus coat and took 1t
swkwardly jamnung lus arms mto the tom hning of the sleeves
He hesitated and the tension of her face told him she was waiung
or hum 1o go 1n order to burst mnto tears He ached with remorse

He came back to her Petra  he suid and each separate word
et as though 1t were wrenched out of his flesh as he spoke

Petra don t let me go like thys I can ¢ stand 1t. [amn pan

She forced herself to smile Lets put an end to this  she sad
without moving her head her voice hard  You are upset and I
believe T am a Little upset too Let s not become hysterzcal about 1t.
Please go
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Ilove you Petra

Doyour shesud Thatsnice Good might.

Don t you believe me:?

Yes  she ened and rose violently pushing her char agunst
the wall Yes I do and no I dont and who cares anywip?
Go away Nick will you? Go away and leave me alone. [ve had
enough.

Ive had enough she thought enough of thus one and of the
others of Herb and hus needs of Tatkkes who can tsleep alone ad
of Surbu now A httle psychotherapy for Sarbu Doctor 3 fude
sex therapy for Surbu who has to have a woman.

Ive had enough  she cried I want to take my bath. Twat
to go to bed I want to be me Just me alone

She pushed hum away from her both hands agamst bus chest
agamst the contracted spasmodic throat aganst the young
with s stupid twisted and flashy tie

Go and get yourself a woman she cried. Go on the sue®
are full of them Down the street and mto the tavems Go %
leave me alone!

Her hands were against hus chest and the warmth of hus chest
was aganst the now open fists agamst the open palms She ge¥
afraid of his warmth and closed her fingers agawnst lum and Wit
she was pushing bum and shaking lum  he was speaking her 1306
lli-kc a prayer like an mvocaton and a btany  Petrz, P

etra—r

And her hands knew compasston before she felt 1t 1 bet heatt
Her hands opened agan straightened the tie and pulled down :
rumpled lapels of the coat and patted the bard harsh stubble ¢
hus cheek g

He was backing away from her now backing away f“’m}u&
pity he did not want from the compassion of the hands ®]
sought and repulsed lam He tried hard to cover the shamed nak o
ness of hus face to rearrange hus face 1nto the face of a mad ® -
has made a dreadful error but who can smule about 1t and s:eh
Jaunty and nonchalant Only what she saw was the narve do:lifk
gomace the wotking jaws chewing hus shame the torture -
cyes and the wounded humble mouth down-drawn 1 $or®
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She Lfted her arms again but ke had turned away without sceing
ber stumbling out and gettng mixed up among the closet doors
And 50 1t was she who had to stop hum " to force hum back to her
to force hus head down to hers And then their mouths met m
equal passion m equal fury of anger and desire He and she no
more only the strking heart the breath withheld the anonymous
blackoess /
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By rour o clock m the afternoon the slow dragged-out day ¥8
almost fiushed Dido was up agan having slept havng shed
y sorro y since the woman was dead and

could suffer 1o more—and she ‘was eager and fresh agun. No¥
came the time for which the day had been endured the ome wha
she could stop pretending and start hving because sweet or b
angry or aloof Dave was to be home was to be hers

Daytme was when nothing happened When nothing hf’[’l’a”d
i the bfe of a wife just as well as m the hfe of a show gul O
elsc the things that happened were dreary Rehearsal routines
household routines It all amounted to just this watmg for
man the good customer the lover to be or now as it happen
the husband

There had been two phone calls during the afternoon Oe from
the hospital from a woman the nurse probably a Miss somethisg
or-other a flowery name asking how she was— Are you all nght.
Mrs Stull? Has that stomach upset straightened out—and w3
Doctor m? No. the Doctor was at the office she could call B2
there and the number was—— No she had the number
you very much The voice was polite maternal and competest
The voice was fat and creaked 1 the heavy corset. It was 8 VO
that went to bed at mine o clock sharp The other phone call wi
from Nome He wanted to come for her or for her to mect b
He had just found a hell of a swell place off Broadway where Yo
went down a flight of stairs They made pizzas huge smelly P‘”‘j
with anchovy and bubbly cheese and the drunks weren £ bad ax
he had met a couple of swell fellows and how about jomig m
and gomng down there
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What sbout Hermanat sad Dido  Is she down there with

out

You know damn well she 5nt  he saud. He was giving her
e absent treatment but he mussed her and was willing to be con
oled

No she sad she didn t console on Frdays She consoled only
on Mondays and Thursdays That was all Besides Hermana was
er friend

You little bitch  he sud And she laughed She had lavghed
00 fast, an unguarded happy laughter because he was sull kick
ng about the morning and because 1t made her feel young agam
0 have um call her that But she wasn t one of the kids any more
be was married to Dave and she shouldn t have laughed So she
wung up fast cutting her laugh m two

He was giving Hermana the absent treatment was he? And Her
mana had quit her job while he w s m town just for hus sake
Maybe shed lost 1t They didnt hke that kind of unscheduled
vacation at the Blitz. And he was gomg to be i town for only one
week anyway She dialled

Hermana shesaid  do you know of a ittle place off Broadway
where you go down a flight of staws and there s a bar and they
make pizzas?

Off Broadway? said Hermana. Yes thats the Gallery a gyp-
Jomnt. Why:

I think thats where youll find Nome sard Dido  He just
called He sud he was giving you the absent treatment for a while
but he mussed you and didn t know what to do wath humself

Thatll be the day smd Hermana  when he doesnt know
what to do with himsclf Okay kid thanks for the ap 1m on my
way and 1t Il be stnctly murder

Good luck, sad Dido wishing she could be 1 at the kill. Bue
that would spoil 1t all and anyway she would hear all the gory
detals m good tme

Hermana mught as well marry lum she thought She s beenin the
game too long It wea s you down afte eight years Pretty soon
you re too lugh-strung too irntable The e s nothing left then but
to get on the List or else start selling lingene Or perfumes Ot
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demonstrate nal polish ks And try sleepng at nght when yous
slept by day With Nome of course 1f would be different. Alsks
for a couple of years then a house tn the suburbs with three kidsard
a show 1 town on Saturday mghts Hermana getung fat, 0
down at a table watching the other poor saps domng thex swff Fx
her
L hope so she thought and yawning looked at the dock S
badn t got her dress yet and soon the shops would be closed 1
try Saks she thought all my myself 111 show those dsmned s
gaels I can be twrce as brtchy as they are.

You bitle bitch Nome had sad And the words felt good ®
hear Because No thank you 1t wasn t truc any more.

And now 1t was after five o clock and she put on her ne¥ drey
and hked herself i 1t It was a sheath of green velvet sleeve
very dark which made her skin quite pale and her Basr almest
raven black It had pleats i the waist that in ume could belt
out She put on vivid hipstick a heavy gold bracelet gold earm=?
and her low sandals The earnngs were too much and she IU
them off I look like a slave girl she thought Thats good enot
don t want to look like the favourte slave Because maybelm

She went to the phone and ordered groceries to be sent 5P from
the commussary 1 the bulding Then she lay down and wat
And while she warted she felt the ghost of Mutsu come back. y

She did not come back n sorrow or m anger She sunply
herself down beside Dido Shoulder agamst shoulder slender thig!
agawnst slender thigh hands equally jomned on quiet breasts—0" dy
Mitsu was quieter—and eyes equally sightless under the geoY
lowered hids 0

Look Mutsu said Dido mutely look how easy 1t 18 Nothng
hurt you nothing to scare you Nothing bad can ever
No man will ever beat you agam nor steal your manc;
you after making love to you nor scold you because you oy
you and not somebody else Nobody will make fim of you ’Job oy
will laugh at you belund your back or ngh ovtn your fice no“ )
will make you feel cheap All of that 1s over for you but for met
goes on and hures
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But what about the kids 2

Butyour kuds are out of you You ve made them and they realive
Somebody thot ght enough of you to let you have his child You
were all nght, he didn t muind But me 1f I were to die 1t would be
a31fThadn t been 1d be dead altogether All they d ever remember
s that they had fun with me And even that Dave would forget.

Dave——

Don t be mad at Dave Dido begged snll not moving the folds
of her dress nucely arranged so 1t wouldn t muss he did hus best
He couldn t have done better Not because of you He didn t care
about you lietle sister any more than he cares about me but because
of um of hus pnde He needs my love because nobody loves him
He wanted you to live to make his work good And now you have
defeated him Now he has been beaten before cverybody who
counts for lam befo ¢ hus chief and befo e us mtems and how 1s he
going to take that he who has never lost before 2 If he were to kick
me out tomorrow I would die maybe but my pride would not
hurt very much because T didn ¢ grow up with pride But what wall
hold hum up of Ius pride 15 broken up mside hum 2 Please Mitsu of
you can help him from where you are now help bim Tell me how
to help hum 1 don t want hum to be hurt before me See, I can t feel
sorry for you any more because [ am too sorry for im I broughe
youflowers yesterday and I ve cried for you and I was sick but now
Leant feel sorry any more For you 1t was the last blow but for
bum 1t 15 the first and 1¢ 15 always the fi st one which counts—

There was the snap of the key in the lock and unexpectedly
Dave was m She swung her feet off the sofa and sat up

For heaven's sake  he sud putung down hus bref case and
shding out of his overcoat what are you domng there Dido
stretched out like a corpse?

I'waslymg dovn shesud catching fo ry winks She went
tolim  Kiss me Dave she sad

His hand rumpled her hair  Don ¢ you ever do anything besides
sleepr hesaid s that all you do all day long?

Twent out and shopped a bit Ibo ght 2 dress

Thatstops hesad. Thatsexercse that s constructve. Is that
the thing that you kave on?
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Yes shesud. Igot it at Saks Do you ke 1t

What the hell do you want me to say? he sud. Fyougt
1t at Saks and paid good money for 1t 1 supposc 1ts a dress
looks kund of baggy to me. Arent you dong something abot
dinner?

Yes she sud  Ive ordered some stuff to be sent up Bure
hasn t come yet Its so early Dave It 1t six o clock yet. Hov
come you are home so carly?

He was kneeling before the grate lighting a fire, then be tel
1n the radio carefully getting Just the right balance of sound B
took up hus pipe and Lightng 1t sat down  stretchng s L
before him He didn t seem to take hus time about answenng bt
he answered 1n hs usual voice porsed unhurned wathout gt

1l tell you he said and then let s forget about wwhat yor
org:xcd and go out and eat Tam starved. I haven ¢ cven had 1
to ly
After 2 moment he contnued  That woman I told you ot
last mght died on the table this morning There was nothing Wor
operating on Her artenes weren t even worth trymg But [

1 knew 1t couldn t work the moment I pus the clamp 1 hm:ﬂ
then 1t was too late Tatkkes came 1n just then and did the 68
things but he gave up after a while There was absolutely noth

worth doing Even 1f he could resuscitate her she would die 7%
! »u know

e ppe ‘Thats
o hagcpsomebde

the Wway 1t was Of course 1tsa great nussance to
room, ¥

dic m the operating room If the patient dies 1 his

thats lus temporary domiale the one he entered for the ;"u"

bemng The doctor can sign the death cernficate and dﬂts‘h‘"

But 1n the operating room or anywhere else i the hospitd]

different That s a coroner s case The county coroner has 10

called m with the body left intact He has to perform the

tion ascertain the cause of death—— odl
But so what? he cred standing up and kicking the foots' z

that got 1 lus way  So whats Should I spare the I'wSPl11 o

nusance and not give the patient hus chance to Lve? Sho:
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reserve the statistics for Tarkkes and to hell wath that woman and
er heartt Was that what he wanted me to do?
What happened: sud Dido quetly watching her husband
alk up and dowm the room and tum agan talkimg not as to her
utas to a jury which to her was mnvisible. Did they make a stink
bout 1t
1 wish you wouldn t use such crude expressions Dido  sard
Jave with an expression of distaste on hus face  Not even at home
ot even with me
She shrugged 1t off impatiently Go on  she sard
He chicked off the radic  Weell 1t was masense a scene A very

apleasant scene It was more than unpleasant 1t was—
H IR DVER TR R I fa AL I n

tany rate but it was perfectly uscless as we all knew he as well
s the rest of us

The ¢ was a knock at the door and he stopped suddenly hus

tance questionng her
The dehivery boy  she sasd.

He got up and opened the door The Negro boy crossed the
nll into the kitchen put the carton upon the table and on hus
vay out gave a look of cunosity around the room and grinned
t her

Thanks Jimmy she sad

Dave closed the door heawly upon the boy His f ce was dark

vhen he retumed to her

I'would have given im aip  she satd  They expect it

Look, he sad. When these damn mggers deliver stuff here
ull yourself together Don ¢ sprawl around don ¢ smule and be-
nend them They take advantage of 1t

Oh Dave shesud how can he take advantage of me! Hexs
2 nice kad and besides he's got a million dollar tmck. He can look
2t the end of hus nose with the nght eye and make the other turn
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around like 2 windmull He ought to go on TV wath that and Ftolf
himso

Dave swallowed bard. Idon t want you to enter tmto convers
ton with the delivery boy  he sud. I don ¢ want you toulke
lum about getung on TV I don t—

Dave she sud 1 promuse you hell never get fish vk
me

Look, hesad  you cannot promuse something 1 not gomg®
happen You can only guarantee 1t won ¢

All nght  she said exasperated I guarantes 1t wont No¥
will you please forget the course m English grammar and g0 08
with Tatkkes

Imhbungry hesad 1H dnnok some milk.

She remamed situng while he poured himself 2 glas °fmﬂhk;
downed 1t 1n three gulps and poured a second glass
brought with him and placed on the coffee table a

All nght hesud Illgoon He sat down Idonrkﬂﬂu
why Lam telling youall this he sad It won ¢ make seast 97
anyway

She said nothing it

Il tell you this much  he went on. Ihave bonesdy m; .
understand the man [ have done what I could for bum. I+ O:r
more than my share lately far more than 1s expected ofa J]‘;mw
associate I have seen hus pattents covered hus postopcunvc? o
ups done rounds for hum alibsed for hum day and mght for
Last few months and kept up hus practice &l

I can't think of anyone who would be that honest abou:n "
could have opened an office on the nunth floor and 1d have P
bus practice by now I dont think he d even care But I f‘hu
hke that I admured the man—I respected hum. Crazy thoug
1 respected hus sorrow

And this woman was my case understand H
as he did but the case was for me 1 wanted st and I
st. I he didn ¢ trust me 1 the first place, he should bave
Or been there when I started.

Dave she cried exasperated  you dont tell me mﬁ%
1 want to know What happened m the opera@?3
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Vhats he mad about anyway: Was 1t your faul she died s
hat ity

No sud Dave 1t wasnt Of course not He relighted his
1pe and remamed with 1t an his hand suspended 1n mud asr while
us brow wrinkled.

Ivetmedtothinkitour hesad andIcant Ithunk the thing
< holds agamnst me 1s that I don t care Well that much 1 true I
an t say [ cared one way or the other about the Watanabe woman
didn ¢ know her and her life or death leaves me absolutely
fferent Wait a runute don t go 1mto shock, I am trymg to tel}.

T L

Isupposeso  sad Dave Icanthelpat I am not 2 hypocnite
ndTam not gong to pretend I did not become a surgeon 1 order
o save the hves of my brothers because I love them all—mn block.

chose to become a surgeon because 1t 15 a category of problems
hat are more excitmg for me to solve than anything else 1 the
vorld. As a suzgeon 1d grve ten years of my bfe to have succeeded
his mormung to have done a good job to have that patient number
4186 m bed nght now and recovermg

Asasurgeon sad Dido then stopped

And the upshot of the whole thing 15 a damned nusance  said
Dave  Takkes made kamself very unpleasant about 1t I offered to
cesign Thad to there was no choice And he accepted very casu Uy
As though that didn t matter to hum one way or the other As
though he was able to carry the load by humself

What do you mean? said Dido  How resign?

Clear out of the office said Dave  And I presume he will do
hus best to have me off the hospital surgical staff That  sard Dave
getang up and p ang through the room 13 what I don t like He
canhure me He s the chuef of staff after all and what hesays goes
Well there are other hospitals where could practice 1t goes with
outsaying butheis big man It rmgh be damned difficult 1o ger
on a good hospatal st I tell you D do 1t 152 damned nmsancc
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That sud Dido 1s fimny
Really: sad Dave. 1t strikes your funny bone?
Yes sud Dido 1t does
Would you mind explaming how my losing my posinon mibe
office and on the staff could be amusing to you? It means most
my mcome you know
Icanthelpit sud Dido Inside me 1 dic laughmg
[am bsteng  said Dave standing before her  and whenyos
are through laughing perhaps you I throw on your cost 90 %
can go out and eat I guess 1t 15 useless trymg to talk to you exf
about clothes food or the show busmess
Sit down  sud Dido  and tell me how the show busnes' s
different from the busmess you are engaged m?
Iamsorry sad Dave  but youll have to find an casier &
for me I cannot compae the sez and a mud puddle
Dave sad Dido  please sit down. el
He had his funny look on his face hus look of cynucal, an b
contempt Fs mouth smuled but his eyes hated and despised
and condemned m advance everything she was gomg t0 8 n
everything she was  Why did you marry me Dave she A
He sat down and crossing hus ankles relaxed on the sofs P‘H"“’
behnd lim I wanted you he sud  and the mediocniy
cheap affarr appalled me You were a—  he hesitated 2 4
secking obviously to rephrase his thought and then g3 mP
you were a swell mustress  he smd  Why not keep you el
wife
Iamnotyourwife shesuddully Putunganngon myﬁnf:
did not make me one nor the marnage certficate, not the Jus f
of the peace nor the name on the malbox downsturs You
not make me your wife You don t even love me Fochsh
Ido hesadhghtly touching her wnst with us hand  Fo
though you are I love you Dido
Youdon t know me  she sad

at
Ah, hesud  the muunderstood woman No Dido dy;::ood
my wife You belong to the great sisterhood of the ::l:nmrms!

wives The fact that you can say these things 1s wol
cernificate n any language
194



What do you know about me? she sud. What do you know
about the gurl you have marned?

Do you really want me to play this game 1n eamest? he sad.

Lam hungry and 1d ike to eat
She held her breath one moment. All nght, shesad letsgo

No hesud, youhave something on your mind Out with 1z,
let's get 1t over wath.

Do you thunk a show gul s hfe 15 a string of parties and dates
and presents and men?

Oh, Hell hesad I trynot to thunk of 1t Dido I guess 1t has
1ts muserable aspects Not the show girl alone 1 suppose That sort
of thing applies to all women who do not have a husband. That
sort of thmng or else what a French psychologrst calls the melan
choly of virgins T don ¢ know whach 15 the danker for a man to

about Some women just take 1t for granted I suppose So
what? It does not need to affect their entire

I don t know about the melancholy of virgms said Dido I
Wwasa t 2 virgin long enough to find out about 1t

This sud Dave  has been a charmng day It promuses to end
in even a better manner

Yes sud Dido Do you know how I got my first job?

In the usual fashion I suppose sud Dave hus face a mask
carved of stone

No sad Dido  That didn ¢ happen untl later Tt was m a
vaudeville act at the Palace Rialto The e was 2 very funny comedy
about 2 gurl entertaming her boy friend and th kud sister snooping
around and sporhing things for her So at the end of the act the b at
gets caughe and spanked 1n public The brat w s me

g sud Dave

L got thurty five a week for it Twice day and three nmes on
Sunday

Go}:d money sadD ve Ho v long did you keep 1t up?

Lwas good sad Dido [hada bg vore nd [f ught and
squealed hike mad A real prereng vorce too It lasted fiv months

S - bit of singing.
hough nd w

195



Why are you telling me thesc things ~ said Dave  To cheer me
up? To prove to me 1 your litle gisl way that T am not the only
one who makes rustakes# That I shouldn ¢ take too serously what
Tatkkes thinks or does that I must be brave and tomorrow 1
another day:  No wat  he sud seemg Dido draw away from
fum and reaching the far end of the sofa turn to ham anger con
tracting her mouth and banging her jaws together 1 an anumal
snar] wat, hesad you ve got to understand smee you asked
What happens to the disorganized neurotic half virgms on the
prowl 1s bound to be sordid No  he cried  you didnt have 10
be spanked for the moronic laughter of a crowd of half wars You
didn t have to make thirty five 2 week that way You could have
worked at the five-and ten you could have wrapped packages
a store basement you could have gone to work as a dishwasher of
as a nursemaid Other girls do What you did you did because
was fun and you Iiked 1t and you need not come to me slobbenng
about 1t I don t want your past 1am not interested 1 1¢ Its 0%t
and done wath I don t want to hear about 1t understand

Dido was breathing hard sobbmg without sound She ted to
speak but could not She bit her lips and tightened herself to seg3?
control of her voice

Come hesad stretching hus arm and taking her hand pulling
her to hum mn spite of her resistance  don t make a scene about I+
Its over I tell you 1t wont happen agam You won ¢ have ©0
solve that kind of problem agam You were just a kid anywaf
You e only twenty-one you are only startung to live

But that was me  she sad  That kud she hasn ¢ died T&7Y
her with me 1 haven t changed Iam her—o

No youarenot hesad You are my wife You don t ba%
to hand out your phone number every tume some bar fly whis
at you

lgldﬂ wrenched her arm away from hum and started to laogh
she had sobbed without sound her chest heaving wath long 12
drawn breaths that had 1o be forced out before they broke

But1did shesad Idid today He whistled and I gave ham
my name and phone number and—— b

She tned to say more but the suffocanng torrent broke throug
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the tightened throat and coveted her vorce She felt the man beside
her nse violently and call her a name she had not known on his
hps She fele herself picked up fighung blindly with tight hds
She felt the stng of 2 slap on her face And then she was thrown
back on the couch her head htting the wall and strking dully
her ears There was another sound more distant of the door Then
she was alone with the sound of her own scream
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20

Garrnt HAD first entered the Supertors study five months 320
the day before hus admussion to the novinate It had been an early
autumn day The window was open and penetrating smells catme
in from the garden the odour of the earth soaked through by
recent ram of autumnal folage and wet bark all the ferment,
pungent and sweet of the nich indolent grounds steamung 1 the
mudday warmth as 1n a second flowenng or a second harvest
Today the window was closed the sky heavy and the garden
bared of its leaves lad pruned harsh and pure n the skeleul
austenty of winter quict Like me thought Garth Red of that
doesn t matter Pared to the bone at last A tree wathout branchss
A single shaft
You ve called me Father?

The Superior gestured  Stt down  he sad bus Freach co
sonants ringing m the quet cell and when Garth obeyed At
you happy here Garth:

Garth looked up 1n surpise at the unaccustomed name wd
the question He sought 1ts meaning on the older monk s face But
Father Thomas wide peasant face was smpassive and bis 5
brimmung with light and full held no clue

Yes said Garth Iam happy There was 2 silence. Very
happy Garth repeated
You have been a novice five months  said Father Thoms*
Counting the period you spent here as a guest and as 2 POS‘“]““
you ve been here almost a year now
Yes  said Garth
Do you feel that you have grown: A
lam growmg sad Garth  Somethmg 1s growing 2 me
sense of peace and force I had not known before
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The Supenor shrugged a hittde and a smule briefly alluminated the
heavy features  You have not scattered your activies  he sad
This growmg force can be achieved 1n the world also 1f 2 man
ives in punty and 1 singleness of purpose
There 15 mote than that  said Garth  There 1s joy

;['ahe Supenor raised hus head sharply  Ah hesad  there s joy
today?

The sharp hft of hus voice warned Garth that he had sad the
wrong thing that his answer was not welcome He had no chotce
though, nor any mtention to dissemble The elation he had felt
dunng the hour of med following Johnston s dep was
sall full within lum It could not be denied

Especially today  he sard wath mnvoluntary prde

You saw your father this mornng  said the Superior

Yes  said Garth. He cleared his throat  That was pamful  he
sad. At first

It had been difficult to speak to Johnston It was more dufficult
to speak to Father Thomas Yet the Superior and he were more of
the same language now than he who had been a surgeon and the
psychnatrist were Why was that? he asked humself turng away
from the monk s searchung blue eyes Was it because Johnston was
passing no judgment and Father Thomas had the nght to condemn
or was 1t because of some compelling power 1 this man which
mterfered with his own thoughts and forced hum mnto a direction
which this tme he could not escapet

The joy had been abundant overwhelmmg A gift renewed like
the first answer to hus quest months ago a rededicaion Once
again, having gaven up all all agam was wrenched away from him
and he had stood rejected berated, flagellated by human sorro v
while the tides of divine compassion had divided around him
meraful all healng

Imean  he sud afier a moment of thought  that the tumule
the empty noise the passion that my father brought to me the
disorder of hus emotions contrasted so violently with what I have
found here the nchness of our hife 1ts depth 1ts order 1ts phaadiy
1 cannot expeess 1t. 1 wept after my father left me 1 think 1t was
m gratefulness
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Father Thomas leaned forward on his desk hus eyes far awyy
and hus voice pensive The French accent that thurty five yeats w
Amenea had not succeeded . erasng  emphasized oddly the
familrac words

At that time Jesus spoke this parable to some who trusted
themselves as being just and despised others Two men weat 0
to the temple to pray the one was a Phansee and the other2 pub-
hean The Phatusee stood and began to pray thus withn humself
O God thank ehee that I am not like the rest of men robbers &5
honest adulterers or even like this publican 1 fast twce a wesk
I pay tithes of all I possess But the publican standing afér o
would not so much as ift up his eyes to heaven but kept striking
Ius breast saying O God be meraiful to me a simner Itell you
Father Thomas voice rose condemnmply  this man went tobs
home justrfied rather than the other for every one that exds
hamself shall be humbled and he that humbles humself shall be
exalted

Garth did not reply

You saw your father—— Father Thomas spoke again

Is 1t agnoble to be thankful for grace:

No  said Father Thomas heavily not for grace

Garth took a deep breath The elaion which he had felt earliet
was ebbing anay withdrawing There was some fghtful mustake
about this some musunderstanding Should he justfy
should he speak:

Father hesad 1f1am guidty of vamty and prde—

You sud you had grown  sad the Supertor nterrupting
you tell me how ¢

As though I had been a prisoner all my hfe Wathout bang
even aware of 1t As though I had been starved allowed 10 £°
naked into a senseless battlefield into a nightmare—r

My son said Father Thomas  please speak simply s

Garth felt bus throat nghten He wasted until he could trust
votce The Superior did not detach hus prercng glance from Gastt®
face After a moment he tned agamn 1

1 have had nothing of the things that count You know Wh“}:L
have been Here I found sigmificance the promuse ofa 1ife of thoug!
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Facts organized the treasures of faith given to me freely to explore
A L

A bref flash moved the face of the priest then his face hardened
agan  These are the Dittle things the tidbuts the by products of
grace Garth, have you felt love?

Ilove God, sard Garth

Do you know Him:

lam learning  sad Garth

No sad the Superior I don ¢t think you are

‘The blow was struck More than hus words the Supertor s voice
was final rejectng A cold wave of anger grasped the novice
agamst which he struggled He had not attempted to yustify hamsclf
with Ius father eacher nor wath the psychiatnst whose disapproval
was evident to him Were there no words with which he could
explam himself to this mans Was the truth macceptable or could
he not make 1t understood? This was important 1t was crittcal
Father Thomas had to be reached

Do you understand why I am s ymng thisz sad Father Thomas

Yes sud Garth He rose went to the window and pressed hus
forehead to the 1cy pane The garden was dead undec the stenle
snow and of an intolerable whiteness

Idontbelievert hesmdatlast Youare tesung me Youa e
testing the strength of my vocanon You a ¢ goimng to ask me to
tetum to my father You will do this as  test You are not i
carnest You cannot be

Iam m earnest Garth said the Supenor

After a pause he conunued  You were speaking of peace and of
force of rescarch and of erudinon No do not protest Whether 1¢
be Greek or Hebrew or sacnce o numbers the techmique 35 the
s me You had reached excellence n your path and that w ..ot
good enough-—

Father sad Garth 1 neurosurgery there » mo excellence
Only an app oxumaton—o
Father Thoma + aved the interruption as de
You had nothing more to study except ‘techmques hc*saxd
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but here, you felt was a techmque which transcended the others

Yes you were right i this It does transcend the others But the
End of this technique 15 the Word the Word become flesh Who
has dwelt amongst us You have not sought Him

Father—— Garth began and then the funlity of the struggle
swept over hun and he stopped talking

I have spoken to Dr Joh this g d Father
Thomas relentlessly  Because he was moved I was moved. You
say you wept this morming Garth After you wept I suppose you
felt cleansed of your duties to feel pan and your responsbiloes
ended for you They did not end They began. Go back to yox
father start living lus ife with hum repay ham for hus labouss and
hus love honour in hum the image of God We do not want sausfid
men here Garth we want fighting men Men for whom the monz-
tery 1s not a place of peace and placid content but the plice of
utmost sacrifice of ternble struggle of awful abnegatons Yous:
you learned to see God You wall not see Him wath the blnkersof
smug book knowledge You will see Him face to face only 12t
fullness of your death to yourself i a hfe governed by sacafice

Lcannot go back  said Garth

Offer your father your phystcal presence and your happwes$
Yes my son your happiness

Do you know what this would consist of  asked Garth, b
mouth dry with anger

You are not a child to be marned off without your consen
No doubt Dr ‘Tatkkes wall want you to meet some women Pt
haps cven some fallen women to entce you mto what he thigks 5
anormal bfe You should meet these women

Tamappalled said Garth dnly

The Supertor laughed a laughter that sounded incongruous ©

Garth 1n the bareness of the cell

Are you afrad of temptations 2

I have™txgd twenty nine years in complete darkness
Garth  NearlyNpalf of my Ifc span Please he sad bus v0ieS
ughtening  think t8all these lost years I don t want to oﬁ'tff -
only the leftovers ik¥the repentant Magdalenes who find fa

with men no longer_Ad turn to God!
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God  sad the Supenor 15 more chantable than you are Do
you feel now that 1f you are refused the habit you must abandon
tehigon and hve 2 simner s bifez

T have ceased thinkmng

That 1s weong  said the Supenior frowning  Your life 15 not
your own but 1¢ 15 up to you to dectde how 1t should be lived Even
1 this I cannot order you to leave Garth Your vow of obedience
1snot binding 1 this I you think you must reman 1wl not send
you from us

lambred sud Garth I cannot think.

He waited 3 moment then spoke agun Do you feel  he asked
that 1t 15 wrong for me to be here?

Yes sad Father Thomas  Your motives ate wrong Some day
m the future you may be brought back to us by the nght monve
Ebeheve it hkely but not for the same reason

But what was the reason? sad Garth.

Spirttual snobbushness  said Father Thomas  You felt that God
was on thus side of the tracks

Garth threw himself back on hus chair - Does 1t matter how or
why I came? Supposing that you are nght that I was m errof as
to what T sought that I decerved muyself as well as you-—does that
mean that my vocanon 1s false?

What d d you give up to follow Him Garth?

Garth did not answer

1shall tell you 1f you cannot  sad the monk  You gave up
nothing You gave up money that brought nothing you wanted
you gave up a carcer 1 which you found no joy you gave up
women 1 whom you took no pnde you gaveupa f ther towards
whom you do not fecl s a son Nothmg  be cpeated with foree

not even the feel of Lfe.
The phrase { 1l 1nto silence
Am Inght?

Garth ased hus eyes He felt nothing now except 2 profound
f ugue His f ce Ius mouth were pale He f 1t draned and ex
hausted. And the man cross th desk was stanng at bum wath the
£ 11 bluc cyes of the vengeful angel

Yes hesnd youar nght
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Another parable crossed his mind the story of the omnveed
guests who had come to the feast withour the proper dress and
who were se1zed and bound and thrown into the external darkness

Where there are cnies and tears and the gnashing of teeth 0
God O God, O God!

Father Thomas expected hum to say something more to accept
Ius deasion to make plans He could not In the pause that fol
lowed he saw the older man blink and lose perhaps something of
bus assurance Ina vague remote fashion he felt sorry for hum. He
almost wished he could help him deliver the blow that would et
Humself out of the holy congregation He could not do that euther
He remained immobile unspeaking then his mnate sense of the
sutable of good breeding forced hrm to nse Thus sttuatton shodld
not be prolonged 1t was g unbearable for both of thex
He had to leave he had to go back Go back to what? At the
moment 1t did not matter It was only imperative to go How di
one take leave of the Great Executioner: How did one PmP“lY
take leave of ones bife of anes own head on the block? Should
he ask Father Thomas for his blessing should he shake hus has
warmly but not too warmly and say that this had been a most
interesting experience wonderful really and so provocatve? Wias
one allowed to cry:

Donot go yet sad the Superior  There are many thugs %¢
must still say to each other

L am extremely tred  sad Garth  You must forgve me |
must withdraw

Please s1t down one moment more  said the priest

A fame glow of hope rose m the total darkness I understood
you properly  said Garth. I should leave leave now:

Tomorrow  said the Supenor  but not alone not 1 sorrow

Garth smuled

Why do you smile: said the Superior

Atthe moment sad Garth  Iam not feeling sorrow Jam 100
tired And too surprised I didn t think that Dr Johnston had that
much eloquence He must have put on a very convinang speech
No Iam not bitter I feel eviscerated You asked me what [ had
given up to follow God You said I had gaven up nothing Youar
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i he But it 1s because 1 had nothing to give This this behef i
the reality of my vocanon 15 the only thing that T have ever held
with confidence with happiness And [ must gave this up now to
follow not God but the world I do not understand I cannot even
try And you must forgive me when I say that at the moment [
do not care any more

Are you willing to doasIsuggest? asked the priest the worned
frown deepenmng on his brow

I have no chotce  said Garth

The Supenor rose then from hus desk came to Garth and traced

over hum the sign of the cross

Take heart my son  he sud Yo have now taken the first
step toward priesthood Kneel with me Garth and let us gave
thanks and praise God together for the sacrifice he has asked of you
today
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TrEe HARDEST had not been the silence the obedience the guardun
shsp upon hus thoughts The hardest had been that constant grats
tous blndness the lowered eyes the non knowing of the people
with whom be Iived For Garth who mstinctively disregarded e
words he heard and sought mnstead meaning 1n mens faces the
sacrifice of the eyes had been hike an allness Durmg the first few
weeks 1t had almost defeated bum but he had clung to the ol
and m time became accustomed to 1t Thus he kept hus eyes closed
duning the tup from the monastery to the ciry With the money
the Superior had given lum he pard the cab drrver wathout look
ing at lim Now 1n the cold anger of the February wind he stood
at the door of hus own house and conscious at the same nme of
Tus Joss and of hus Iiberation he hifted hus eyes at last. There barmng
the entrance interposing the fence of her long bones so meagrely
covered with flesh that they were mdecent to the sight wasa mad
he had not known before a dark hursute heavy jawed woman
whose age could not be guessed and whose eyes were glaucous
and evil
The doctorssnot i she sad n 2 deep vorce  You cannot s¢¢
the doctor here
One of Dad s cases thought Garth automatically secking aad
findng the thick down of hair under the chun, the promupcnt
orbutal ndge onc of the pauents he won ¢ let out of hus sight A2
adrenal tumour case treated and watched and fed at the same tuse.
Aloud hesad  Yam Dr Garth 11l come mn.
She remained unmoving while he hesitated to push past her from
fear of touching her wretchedness
I'am his son
Youll have to wait
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She tumed then and the bass voce became a bird s dark cawing

Umberto! she cried.

Garth put down hus suitcase with a thnll of horror Is this what
Lhave given upt O God how cruel s Your humour! At first I
thought You were asking too much and this 15 what You were
saving me from! And thus 1s what You are now forang back upon
me From the house of the surging fountan nto the cage of the
screeching bird! From the mexhaustible fount mto the dwelling of
the cnppled and the famushed How long have I been away from
this? Seven esght months—not quite a year This 15 February and
1t was then Apnl. All the youth and the force of the year have
been spent The whole hfetime of three seasons and the whole Lfe-
time of my hope!

Umberto!  the dark woman cawed agan more pierangly and
the voice of the butler answered 1am commng What 1s 1t

Garth approached the threshold  Umberto  hesaid  Iam glad
10 sec you

He put out hus hand to the old man Umberto had aged even
more than Ius father The brown eyes had now the opaaity of
wood not yet completely sealed and no longer completely porous
to daylight His skin flabbicr than last year hung from the bndge
of the hagh nose 1n sad longttudmnal folds and the head cocked 2
bittle to one side mn the £ mibar atutude was shakmg He stood
thus for one moment squinting agawst the hght then the decp
nidges of hs face opened up like a curtam joy msmg to the old
face and suffusing 1t wich blood

Oh, Master Garth! Ok God be blessed oh God be blessed you
have come back!

Yes Tam back, Umberto  sud Garth moved by the mans
emoton  They asked me to return They told me I was needed
h:re;,- Pt N N & B2 T PR )

of the servant s ageing frame and at the same tn ¢ the strenptl of
hus emotion His throat tightened
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Come Umberto  he sud  aren t you going to take mem
Will you let me freeze 1n my spring coat outside my ows homet
Unberto tumed violently to the mad  Take up hus bag you
stuptd He wants to go up to hus room don t you see? Make uphs
bed with the finc sheets Open the windows tum on the heat.
So saymg he humself took the sttease from Garths hand and
preceded lum on the starcase lus head sull turned sideways
though afrad that the young man would decewve lum and rm
away
We ve got 2 man in the house 2 house guest a doctor  he sad,
but never mund he won ¢ stay long He s leaving tonught. Thetes
no need to worry
That doesn t matter Umberto  sud Garth. Where I'#i 1
had even forgotten about privacy
And did you sleep well there? asked Umberto pausing 0 the
first Janding Ius breath short but not relinqushing the sues®
Diud they give you a good bed a wide one the Jund you wantt
D1d they have spring mattresses for you or did you have to sleep—
Oh 1 heard so many stories You look tired your cyes ar¢ i
You don t look well Signonmo you don ¢ look well at all What
will the Doctor say
But what am I thimkmg of he cried starung nervously v e
stairs agam [ must call the Doctor tell hum you re here Oh, ho?
happy he will be! Oh how he has suffered and wept How badly
he suffered when he lost you yes and wept wept before me! O
Signormo don t do that to hum agam § am sorry [ ot
speak like that now It 1s over he wall be happy You arc her¢ for
good you are aren t your
Yes sud Garth I have come back for good But we oot
call my father now Umberto He 1s at work It would dseurb
m
Disturb him! He would grve the rest of hus ife to be dsturbed
Iike that cried Umberto  But you are night he mustn t be .
turbed and you must wash and ook well 7l draw your bath, [h
get your good warm winter sust Look at you 1 the smt we bo‘fi%x :
you for Easter He wanted me to give them away but I ds o
Signonno Isud I did butIdidnt I brushed them along with
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Tknew 1t couldn t be for ever youcouldntdo thattohum  You
will wear this one with the blue tie You must look well for um
when he sees you you must Jook ke before But your har Dr
Garth what will we do about yous haes
Garth was looking around at ks room It was the same the
sunny spacious room the pleasantest of the house He watched
the mad place the sheets and blankets on hus bed while Umberto
ran jerkaly from closer to bureau pulling drawess out amlessly
closing them opening them agan running ont to the hall closets
for towels and returning empty handed standing at last before ham
with bare joy 1n the clonded brown eyes whose brown inses were
<icled vth white—blmking smiling and tender
Garth rubbed hus hand over the rough brstle of his scalp where
the close-cropped hair had barely sfarted to grow smce lus last
tonsure
Tdon t think there s much we can do about that Umberto  he
sud  Don ¢ worry about 1t Father saw me yesterday
Iknow He didnt tell me about 1t T didnt ask, but I knew
There Dr Garth there 15 your bed and now 11 draw your bath
and 11l ger you your lunch Would you ke 2 steak now Dr
Garth or some shrimps: We have some fresh shnmps for tomght
Would you like a shramp curry and a nuce salad They didn ¢ grve
you anything to eat did they: They shouldnt starve all those
young men bke thar God doesn t ke that They need food even
if they don t do anything all day long but pray They sull should
feed the stomachs
Iam not hungry sad Garth. 11l wait unal dmner Dont
bother about me now 1 don t want anythmg
But you will h ve 2 few small shnmps mssted Umiberto
almost erymg  wath the nice hot sauce you ke And some ha d
rolls and a httle coffee 2 It won ¢ take any ime at all And Iook how
thin you are he sad watching the young man thiow hus coat
on the bed. Mamma M do they have many young men m
theres They shouldn ¢ take them 1n if they don t have the money
to feed them. No no forg ve me Iam an old fool Sign mno it
s ¢ concern me 1t 15m ¢ my busmess T won € say anything more
agamst the holy men Goaway Emma that s all The bed1s made
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go down and start the coffee No 111 make 1t Start the shnmps snd
clean them well He 1s fussy He does want them clean’

111 bang it all up myself  he sard to Garth. Youjust go onand
take your bath and I1I bring you your tray in here and you a2
rest and eat quietly with your books the way you used to wh2
you were home at Chnstmas Ah Signormo f you knew what
2 Chnstmas we had thus year God forgive me I couldnt hve
through another one like that with your poor father

Allnght  said Garth to getnd of um [l havea shrmp st
and some coffee And 1!l sleep then I think I didntsleep much
last mght

It was the same and yet 1t wasn ¢ the same any more this root
which he had left and to which he had retumed so many un- !
was his room and the room of a stranger of the man on the dea
stde of the bndge on the past side of tme It was the room ofbs
loneliness the room of Ius dark and angry youth, the stenile oo
where he had grown from boyhood to adolescence and you§
manhood the room where he had brought his vacuous dreams b
school successes The room to which he had returned 2 physo®
to which he had retumed 2 soldser to which he had to e ’f
monk no more The many faces of hus past the muluple ghoss©
the man he had been rose now before him and considered b®
calmly wath quiet disdan and with hostility

Yes he thought I am finshed These walls have caught
Tam held My Life has been taken from me Iam to be achild g
There 15 nothing else

Hle sat heavily on the bed svafily shocked by its yieldng &
slpped off Tus shoes There 1s nothing else God can be here 1m0
Jeam to find Him heze to brng Fim here to love all tho% i
has made And keep on working The part time secker the P
ame lover Oh God 1 have loved the beauty of your house &
the site where resides your glory &

He rose crossed the room hus stockinged feet meet2ig dm?‘n
response of the deep-piled carpet and drew out the cruafix 8¢ e
fum that mormng by s Supenior He looked around bus-
walls were bare as he had always wanted them except for the et

210

¢ me a2



of hus mother and a colour photomucrograph above the desk Cross
mhand ke looked at the photomicrograph It was the print of a
colour film he had made through 2 ten power lens dunng hus first
year mn medical school the internal ear of a foetus taken through
4 mtcroscope a secon of which he had been very proud. The
bone stamed by haematoxyln-cosn w 5 deep purple with the sharp
uland of carulage highter pmk at the edges while the delicate
convolutions of the cochlea cleanly and neatly cut stood out
aganst the white of the empty spaces A good Job he thought but
the boy who had done that Job and had been proud of 1t was here
10 longer and the dream of scence and accomplishment seemed
trvaal after the larger d eam

Erght months male foetus X100

And that also was God s creature he thought For the first ume
m the many years that the picture had hung on his wall he won
dered about the child dead so shortly before burth the cscarded

I -

fetsandth m n ~af L
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You must not spoil me any more  he told the old man I wall
take care of myself now I can quite well fill my own tub And
make my bed and brush my clothes

Dr Garth! cried Umberto  You sad you h d come back
You sud 1t would be like before!

His bath taken hus lunch finished to the 1 st tendril of greens to
the Lt shnmp Ga th put down hus book Reading was empty
He Istened a moment ta the household nosses then went to hus
record cabinet

Here they were all the foiends whose voices he had mussed m
the monastery more than any other portion of his past more than
the microscope and the trephune more than the oper tng room
more than Ius father more than the freedom of his own thoughts
Music in the monastery was the clean steady austenty of the
Gregonan chant The organ and men s voices singing 1n unison
accordmg to the notes written down five hundred years ago when
music was the language of address to the Eternal. Or clse 1t was the
songs of burds calling out their trivial problems cunously moving 1n
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a world of silence But here was the young Mozart and Toscanms

Brahms Menuhins Corelli and the prercing eloquence of Lot

Lehmann smging Schumann And Seckn playing Beethoren

Schnabel playng Beethoven Backhaus playing Beethoven Asd
Casadesus and Casals—

Avidly almost gulnly he took the Myra Hess Opus 110 ol

1 L -t (RS v we 4 monks

eof

oble

phrases entered hum  coursing with hus blood mn ther fill 2t
factory cadence This was the joy aganst which there could bew
fighting He abandoned himself to his hunger and for the firstome
1 two days without words without anger he could pray

Umberto ran down the staurs as fast as hus arthntic join®s would
allow The doctor he thought the doctor he must know
mustn t spend another muserable hour without knowing husson
home He mustn t leave the office and go wherever he %55 d
mght He must come bere nght away nght away

Then he remembered the psychiatast Dr Johnston Tbﬂ‘“"f
man who put all these tecrible thoughts i my doctors head ;
mght before last Here he 1s sull comung between the fatber 8
the son domg no good to anyone just to make them sk &

shamed mstde 11 get nd of hum e told humself The doctor 21
- dlcn.
ore
2l
1l but h
yell but he Il be pleased I know him P

He knocked at Dr Johnstons door heard him
wentn o
Lhave good news st he sad putnng the sutable bhﬂh;:“w

fus butler s role on hus face 1 thoughe you mught want 0 o

The doctor s son Dr Garth he 1s back et

Dr Johaston put down his pen and sud m genmac P
Hess back! When do you meant Just now? .
w Hes co™

Justnow sad Umberto Hesmn Jus room no

home to stay
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Ll be damed, sard Johnston  Thats good news Umberto

He pushed away the papers upon which he had been wriang
That s really good news—I hope  he added after 2 moment of
teflection  Does he know [ am here?

I have said nothing  sard Umberto deliberately I thought 1t
best Isay nothing I thought 1t best to say all was natural nothing
has happened all was like before Just hke he had come home
from schoo! been out for visiing wath some friends dunng the
vac tion.

Dr Johnston smiled  Very admurable Umberto very discreet
and admirable of you. Tell me now Dr Tarkkes 1s he informed
yet?

N
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Johnston laughed out loud then thinking of the old man s hurt
feelings wiped the laughter off Of course Umberto you are
nght 1 am definutely de trop here Di sroppo 15 that the way you
say st Iraly2 Later perhaps he wall want to reach me

Stolidly Umberto waited A swell of ymtation rose m Johnston
Does he sntend to give me my hat and coat and escort me to the
door? Damn these foreign servants anyway Sull we have none
of ourown Umberto he sud aloud  how long have you been
with Dr Taikkes?

Umberto made a vague gesture I say twenty years  he sad

but 1 have said twenty years a long ume It goes so fast now 1
can t count all the years b ck I don t like the counting I held Dr
Garth m my arms

Thats nght pull out 1l the stops thought Johnston That gives
you the nght to throw me out Thats a long ame  he sud. He
d ew out 2 cigaretee and it 1t

Hesthm thin  sad Umberto Like a beggar 1 the streets
His face bke thus  He sucked s flabby ¢ ksmposly Butl
gave hum hus lunch and he s sleeping now 111 give hum good food
H Hbeallr ght 11} take care of um
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Yes  sud Johnston and wondered  Hell be all nght Hes
sleeping now: Well anyway I wouldn ¢ want to see hun now Bt
1am gomng to write him a letter Tam wnting Dr Tarkkes and thea
[l write a note for Dr Garth. You will give these notes to e
Tam leavimg at four hesaid consulting hus watch Inahuleovs
an hour and 11l not see them agam Go phone Dr Tatkkes n0%
and at a quarter to four get a cab for me

He waited for the door to close on Umberto agam and then wik
a sigh drew toward him the papers on which he had beea workng
since morning and brusquely tore them up Here goes 2 fise bief
pallative prose he sard to Tumself So much the better 1 dockt
that Taskkes would have bothered to understand i Let ther g%
1t out The outcome 1s predictable The wnmer wins aga But
will he win happily:

He drew out a fresh sheet of paper scribbled
signed his name and wrote Dr Hjalmar Tatkkes on t
Then he got up and went to the door J

He had not been mustaken Mustc prano music was beng pay
and the sound came from the room above the library ;
room He hstened a moment thoughtfully In what sta ¢ of 1
had the young man returned to the home he kad regecteds Ho¥
was he to bring mto accord the profound upheaval of hus emoto®
and the banal occupation of the moment? Umberto who wis?
Dttle deaf no doubt had said he was sleepuwg Was 1 peelap st:
prevent lam from tryimg to see hus panent# Johuston would bV
given a good deal to sit with Garth just now and engsge s
conversation. But the imtative could no longer come from ;
The situation which to him was provocanve above 33y other of
ficld of psychiatry was at hand forbidden to hum by =~=W:k”
good taste He shrugged hus shoulders and returned to bss dd: e

‘Twenty-one years had passed smce Johnston had put ”lﬂ et
thick well typed well bound manuscrpt of hxs thesis—The o
of Punsshment in Various Religions A Comparative Study—pro
Tumself that the study of the effect of religron on

ung scienc
wo‘uld becox::t:s contnl:u‘uon t‘o thcdylﬂymgls and a short o2
graph on Buchmamsm  he had done notlung mo
.14
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really oughe to get to work, he thonght regretfully If T am ever
to do anything worths hule with at. 1 should start now Put some
sort of order 1 that chaos and begin rewniting 1t 1o carniest, Leave
something to Millie that she may start from anyway As 2 psychs

atnst she naturally mught tum to chuldren and religion and edu-
cation which are closely bound 1n our avilization. Up 10 a pont

of course. But there 1 am domg just what 1 blame Taikkes for

dreaming of my chuld s hfe bulding a situation with myself on 2
laddet and getting ready for the mewable crack up Will that boy
Garth be happy 2 Can he be happy outside of hus milien now that
e has had a try at 1t2 Can he fall back naturally mnto the pattern
of the son parmer ‘Will Tatkkes be scared enough to loosen the
bonds or will Garth have to break them agam  And sf he does

what form will that revolt take ¥ wish I coald talk to hum!

Pen 10 hand, he sat one moment, absorbed 1n thought then he
shrugged b5 shoulders impattently What the deval does 1t matter
whether he blames me for this or not The pomt s can be take 1t7
Andsfhecant Jhen what 1hope hus Supertor out there furnished
i with 2 ¢rutch before he sent lum away or else we Il have Dr
Takkes Jr Cracking up imstead of Takkes St and cach for the
same cause 2though 1 a shghtly different perspective For having
been deprived of dhear immortality The need for this immortahiy
that 15 what Freud and Jung failed to recognize although they
were both close to 1t arcled around 1t and then stopped out of
cuniosity for the nchness of the terram which led to 1t Sex the
self perpetuation through the flesh supenonty complex the per
petuation of the mnd. In both cases the symbol mstead of the
end purpose. And the confusion of therr followers 1s due to the
fact that they faded to reach the centre of the thought how nature
comes to terms wath the unnatural how man can bung himself
to accept death. Semlity disntegrauion mpownce and death
In the bsurd necessity of accepung the mevitable electnic chare
sooner o later hes the reason for the common madnews of the
modem man. While man had to struggle sixteen hours a day for
hus daly bread, that souggle was enough the victory over the
hunger of the morrow filled us darly hours But now except £ ¢
the believers—

oI5



Suddenly Dr Johnston seized his pen and started woitng

Dear Dr Garte

1 do not know exactly what motves led you to leave the
monastery I believe that your father s visit and mne bad some
thurg to do wath 1t I hope that thus decision wall conte 19
seem to you as 1t seems to me an outsider just and moral and,

m tume frustful
The problem of decxding what to do may be more difialts
- r -

1 fevour

lowing suggestion |
Ihave for the past twenty years been at :vork as 53“ I:Iman
an illumination of each by the other 1 / Lot

1f collaboration on a work of this nature mterests-foth
very much appreciate hearing from you I believe that yo¢ hzg’f
much to conembute to such a study and that together W gul‘
sfnot complete 1t at feast make something of valuc of it 1 sbor
add that whle I am not a man of religtous belief. 1am forct
to recognize within men ot without the existence of what jo¢
as a Catholic call the Holy Ghost.

I wonder thought Dr Johnston as he sealed the envelopt
whether Millie would hike lum:
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AT a quarter past four Dr Takkes having forgotten hus keys at
the office pounded the bell of hus front door He pushed past the
maid and rushed 1nto the kibrary Not here He ran mto the draw
mg room Not here Into the study Not here Emma her eyes
tert, watched his stormy progress He returned to her and seized
herarm  Whereshee he ened.
He left  sad the woman. Umberto got lum a cab about
fifteen minutes ago
Takkes face turned from red to white Left! hecned Left!
Ate you crazy? Left for where  Oh lord 1 mustn t strangle her
Where did he go+ When 1s he comng back? Talk!
Emma stepped backwards [ dont know she sad  He sad
nothing Nothing to me
But Umberto was already cascading down the statrcase trusting
bis jomts to Providence He 1s here he cned  Right mn s
foom. You go on up but go softly He s asleep Don ¢ wake him
up Doctor He s so tired he fell asleep
Taikkes fell heavily o the cathedral chair 1n the elbow of the
starcase His hat £ell to the floor His head dropped forward and
the sigh thae rent hus chest was so raucous and so deep that for one
moment Umberto felt hus master had given up the gho ¢ When
Takkes hfted hus face 2 moment lat ¢ 1t was drenched with tears.
Unmberto turned away from him and then pushing Emma before
hum he entered the pantry where for the second tune that day he
took 1t upon himself to fire her

There are moments 1n hife when the flud rush of nme 1s caught
and set ke metal to remam unalterably cast m the memory
Takkes hived that n(mmmt felt the full weighe of its joy and ofits
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bitterness when he entered his son s room Garth was sull skep
Utnberto had come mn and out turning off the gramophone lower
ing the shades so that the bright afternoon sunlight now wanng
would not stuke his face not disturb the young mans esbasted
sleep Tatkkes stood beside hum, taking mn avidly the sight of bs
son considermg m the growng twilight of the room the fat plus
of Ius face the deeply arcled ids the nose—hugh brdged and s
autocratic as hus own—the mouth finer than hus more siuous 1
sensually drawn and which n sleep had the tender mnocence of
carly youth. Before the son he had lost and won agam but won
such cruel surrender he felt afraid For one black and vertizmots
moment he wished he could keep hum so umspeaking unreprod
ful ahive but asleep without having to bear the rcsponsxblh‘Y o
Tus happmess He wished to own hus physical beng the stull forment
of hts queetly breathing body all hus Ived powers and 2t
to see them measured up agamst the betraymg forces of Ife Hefeh
that the figure of lus son blurred m the finity of hus own glasets
had m 1ts obstinate sleep a quality of rejection and of Judgaet
agamst bim  And when Garth's hand moved restlesdy o i
counterpane he felt a dread of the words he would say and of b
lus eyes would hold of anger or of desparr ,
Garth! hesadm a forced unnatural voice Garth! Wake i

At once the figure of hus son contracted and he sat vp vt
letung go of hus breath. Bt cum spirst&two  he sad.

Takkes laughed a high nervous laughter He went t0 the Wmf
dow and jerked up the blinds Wake up he sud and 9% °d
that damned Latin here Youre home He turned to a
saw with prerang sorrow the pamful blush 1nvade the Y0¥
mansfice Sorry hesud [ ve canght you off base

Dad t

Soits Dad now It was Father yesterday Confustog o

12 Takkes went on hearing hus own words 1n horror and “:u f]

tostop How many fathers did you have yesterday and how "

brothers hey? Must be a let down to come back to only aneq;

thus one at that Quite a fanuly you got yourself: adopted 1060 /
[°

me how did yon manage to escape? .
Garth rubbed lus hand across hs face as though to WP
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mIHSk of pam. Tamback hesaddully You wanted meto leave
Lleft

Iwhastled and you came home Is that st You obey the whistle
now? Is that the way they made you out there? Did you come
back because you wanted to or did they force you?

Garth did not reply

L chould not ask you, sad the father contemptuously You

might start simging psalms—in a soprano vorce perhaps—

Garths face jerked upward as tooth on tooth the jaw set m an
anmal gesture of rage He took a deep breath and rose He crossed
the room put a dresing gown over hus pyjamas and sat down
When he faced Ius father agan hus countenance had changed

Sit down Father hesad We must talk now

Iwent too far thought Tatkkes I want to open my arms to um
and instead—oh fool damn fool that I am damned damned fool

Dammned fool' he said aloud

['may scem a fool sud Garth  but I know what I am about
You should know too I have come back because I was asked to
teturn because I was made to see that [ was making a grave error
and because of that falmg altogether 1 my purpose When I
understood this 1agreed He rubbed hus head wath hus hand hus
frownng brow oddly at vamance with the smooth scalp

And what 1n the name of all that s sacred was that purpose?

A perfect way of hfe  sad Garth

Is castration a petfect way of Iife or 15 1t a desecration? sad
bus father

But what s this obsesston wath castration!  cried Garth.  What
on earth makes you think——

n om

- P 2 E )

differcace between the iving nd the dead ?
Iam not argmng  sad Garth. I m ot even asking you to
understand A} 1 ask 1s respect for my behefs
Tantgveittoyou sad Takkes heanly I canmot respect
xWhat I don t understand Do | have to buy your presence here with
12 Pack of biesz
u
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Garth's eyes were fixed on something on the wall behund b
father s head And without having seen 1t Tatkkes guessed whatt
was and guessed also more than he heard Garth sanswer  fthats
the best you can do yes If you please

Garth leaned forward and spoke more loudly now 1ot
want—

Yes sad Ius father situng heavily on the foot of the bed |
know You want peace And all I can do 1s nag and harass yo
1d give you the world and everything I have I want you wl
and happy and successful and all I can do 15 to nag you ke anol
woman ke the cretn Iam No that s the truth | dont bavede
sense that animal of an Umberto has who can t even read the b
Iines and who wauts now Iistenmg at the door with some ¥
or some oulk for you I cant even ask you to forgive me
because 11l nag you agamn every day of my Lfe

He got up and walked fitfully through the room Every and
day of my accursed fe Garth. I 1l quarrel with you and pwsh Y%
around son my son my son Garth look at me 111 quarrel wib
you Il push you around 11l force you to hate me 11 foree you
to fury 11l force you to remember my age and count my ¥
those I have hved and those which remam and look upor 24
death as a deliverance Go away from me  he cned pushing w2y
Garth s arm from hus shoulders  Can t you see Icastdott There
15 only one thing I want The whole world be damned. T ooly vt
this and I can t do 1t I can ¢ keep from loving you n the €t love
of a father from wanting your hfe to be my Lfe Go aw3y fom
me before I destroy you as Johnston said I would before—

Stop 1t cried Garth. Stop ths! T am here and 111 st3Y h"‘(
do you hear? You won t destroy me Nobody can And Y"“Wm;ﬂ
nag me because I won t let you You don't dare and I wont

ou!
7 Youwontt sud Taukkes almost humbly i

No sud Garth It hurts you 1t hurts us both Please bcd "
You don ¢ understand my fechngs Very well leave them 208
We won t discuss it agam  There are other meenng grounds

15 your work.

My work  said Tarkkes bittecly That 15 good. 1m not e
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good for that any more Open the door I hear that ool with his
tray He shakes now you know Parkunson's
Garth opened the door took the tray from Umberto s hand and
smuled reassunngly at the butler Umberto shook his head warn
mgly with a prayer mn Ius eyes then closed the door and started
down the steps
Garth put the tray on the table and pushed toward lus father the
cup of broth and the bread sucks  You d beteer have this  he sud
1 ate not long ago
Taikkes locked at um sombrely  You need fattenung  he sad
Umberto knows best  He took the bread stick and broke 1t m
two  Thats for the dog  he sud.
Garth looked up mterrogatively He had seen no dog 1z the
house The dogz he saud
Me  sud Takkes Me the barking dog the howler Garth
Lkilled 2 woman this morning  He se zed the cup m both hands
drained 1t and replaced 1t on the table Garth silent now wated
Well  said Yus father  aren't you gomng to ask m ¢
In surgery? asked Garth
Where are my cigarettes: said Tarkkesuntably  Sure 1ewasin
sugery Idont go trotting frer women with  blunt mstrument 1
w -

co

A patient of Petras A dwvernculum of the aorta a sort of
ancurysm A blown up heart Twenty-eight two cluldren two
cacsamans A bad case The nibs were eroded Circulation fouled
up Aneurysms don t give symptoms usually but this one did. Too
much of the blood was diverted mto the sac The left ventricle was
the s1z¢ of my fist Slum poor domng her own work going down

ll And -

my chanit

there If

cared You would have sad 1d rather die m my bed + hen my
time comes Maybe b tween now and then something else all
be found A new g dget a new way—— You would have waied
for me I would have been there For you—
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What happened: said Garth.

I didn ¢t even sce the woman I came 1n late [ saw the X
while I was scrubbmg The size of the balloonmg. the motting of
the aorta Isaud to myself 1ts too far gone He Il kall her Trusied
1 to stop 1t but damn 1t to-hell I was too late. Stull had p
1n the clamp to tie off the sac and the aorta popped

Good heavens' said Garth stricken.

Yeah. 1 ve never scen anything ke 1t So I went out 1 the bt
and the assyour brother Stull I mean stopped by after 3 whit
to tell me he had to talk to the relatives These people s ke
like to have an explanation I forgot to tell you, the gl w2
Japanese. Smug you know as f he was domg them 2 favow ¥
I'told hum to get the hell out and stay out

You fired him

I fired hum.

Well—  said Garth uncertamly

[ fired lum He's good but he s not that good I should bavt
been there though. He didn t do 1t Garth I did. How t0 ke
absentia A monograph by Hialmar Taikkes Musurus Mert
Hospatal s Chief Surgeon——

Father please!

Idid Itell you Ikalled her And I get madat St
athim not at me I give lum the sack. What sort of
me Garth: What kind of man does that make me? i

Ok Dad said Garth  the same kind of man youte 1‘:’(‘5
been What can I say2 You were angry you had every 08
be angry You say you would have been there if I was operat®é
Very well but then I would have waited Is

Ithinkso too  said Tatkkes You would have waued &
should he But he thunks he's tops He thinks hes bettct
Smarter That I am fimished doddenng semle hke Umberto -
And that s what makes me mad I would have kicked hum 0t €
1f he d succeeded And more happily dyet

Itssawkward sad Garth. I can see how you fecl An¢Y
wish you d think 2 hietle more about 1t Because of me e

Because of you? asked hus father Hovis that2 It mc o
very meely as a matter of fact That womans dead I m sor
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;u and 1t gives me the pretext I want to get nd of hm Now you
can come 1n the office and no one can say I m unfarr about 1t

They will though, said Garth Im not thinking of the office
sa much, but mostly about the hospital That will drop hum auto-

t matically from the staff since he got hus patients from the office
and 1t s awkward for me

But I don t want lum m the office 1 ve hated the sight of that
man ever since—ever sice you ran out on me Garth Garth why
dont you tell me the truth? You ve come back to stay havent
youz You mean 1t 1t 1 ¢ just 2 trck

Yes  said Garth slowly I ve come back and I m staying But
Iam not sure about surgery any more I ve been away from 1t too
long It doesn t mean anything to me any more Perhaps—I don't

OWar——e

That simpossible  said Tarkkes  Garth you re the best damned
surgeon You are slow you are too damn slow but you re perfect.
Youdont want you can t want to give that up For what tell me
for what now

Lecmethink aboutst  sad Garth, Let me fecl my way around
Thave thought a Little about other fields m mediame Let me look
atound check on avadable fellowships Give me time

How long do you need asked Tatkkes buterly

1ve been back five hours  sad Garth.

No sad Takkes you havent been back. You never left
You ve just pulled me out of a mghtmare Don't stast thinking
up another?

Garth smuled a nred smile Dad  he sad  do me 2 favour
Keep Stull a hittle longer Don ¢ let hum leave Musurus under such
a strke as that. And give me a couple of months [ need st

Do you want me to take hum back

1 wish you would  sad Garth,

Tatkkes looked at hus son with such tenderness that the young
man turned hus cyes away in embarrassment

All nght sud Taikkes Tell hum 111 take ham back. Tell am
I'm domg 1t because you re back and that I am happy  He took
hus son s hand and rubbed 1t agamst his forchead, Get dressed
hesad I yelled so much I'm hungry
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Nicg was dreaming Fevered and anxious he was mnnng from2
wordless and shiftmg danger down a starcase whose steps ¥
disconnected and heaving as in an earthquake He was pulliog
mother with lum leaping with muraculous agility across the g2
of the stairs His mother had a wound mn her chest which oee
sewmg nght away nght away and he had nothing with whe
to sew 1t no silk, no thread no catgut If he could find bus vl
he could use the catgut of the stnngs or the wire B She keptbs
apron pressed agamst the wound to hide 1t from him preeadsg
nothung had happened and soon 1t would be too late They ¥
watting for lnm  the orchestra was already on the podium. 1t ¥
the hugh school orchestra but this wasn ¢ the auditorum 2 %
a senes of rooms openng mto each other without patist® ¢
meanmg He could not hear the mustc nor recognize what “ﬁ
playing The violn he held m hus lefi hand was of an mered?
weight It was crushingly heavy and sf he kept 1t any longer bwd
g down on hus arm 1t would damage hus brachual nerve &
paralysis would ensue His fingers were already mumb from &
strngs and still he kept on bowing He could not stop be h‘ihu;
go onimprovismgly wildly and he hoped 1n an agony of shame .ﬂ;
they would not notice the unexplamable loss of hus clothes
viohn kept grinding 1ts suffocatng weight into fus chest 10 &
shoulder He had to fight to wrench hsmsclf frec and when he .
finally Mutsu s body shfted n hus arms and he felr the dead werh
of her agamnst hus heart o
Mutsu was asleep 1 the fixed tragic slecp of the autopsy ©°°
Her mouth was frozen shut the gleamung promument te: 1
denched and ke could not force the breathmg tube mto her (hng
Taikkes was operaung still He had to hurry and get het bred ot
sartcd and the anaesthesia and the transfusion He had 5o ¥
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> wam Tatkkes that he must stop Petra should be watching
ut she was watchng Takkes instead watching hus face and Ius
nouth hungnly No not Petra that was impossible Why should
be be starnng hke that at the old mant Taikkes was laughing at
ter aud tumed the surgical hght upon her so he could sce now
he brusse under ber eyes and the ghoubish hunger of her mouth
tow that her face was bare now that at the base of the slender
seck her mask was untied and hangmng with 1ts hpstick stam ke
“t kuss abandoned to anyonc on her chest Nick transfixed with
3omror saw hus hand Takkes hand his red and white hand Ius
nalams hand stretch forward and seck the beat of Petra s heart In
“frenzied horroe feelng himself npped 1n two he watched unable
to tear humself from the sight of this thing he could not beheve
bue which was happemng unendingly nght under his eyes the
heavy obese knotty and distorted fingers the gouty sweaty and
anaient fingers the stubby fingers stubbily naied with the coarse
nals homily ndged grasping her crushing the tender pulp of her
body the body he had made hus own
He managed 10 scream at last horror laden which woke hum up
de sat up shiverng and sweating m the near zero temperature
fthe open windowed room Awake but still trembling he moaned
3an awakemng Petra and having found her could not speak
uld not explam to himself the monstrous msult of hus mghtmare
¢ tcould only rub s face aganst hers press her to lum ascer
g 10 lumself the reality of her beng

Dathng  he said a lintle later  1am sorry 1 m hungry

he patted hus shoulder musunderstanding

No he sad piteously Iam hungry I mean feally 1am
d. I think I am going to die Do you have anything to cat
1ng at allz
4 Nick! she sud annoyed not now! She turned toward
muous face of the clock. Its only 2 httle after three You
vant to eat at three o clock m the mormun,

he sud 1 do I want food. I cant remember when 1

t up and reached for her dresung gown  You exhausting
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puppy shesud. Allnghe stop growling 11 find you somedny
What do you want?

Anythng  he sud  absolutely anythmg 14 gree tenyeastd
my Iife for a steak Do you have a steak Petra

No shesud Idont.Idonteatin. Shegroped forthelgh
cringing from Nicks cyes feeling herself hnd undone o &
fatigue of the last twenty four hours 11l see whatl can fnd

Im sorry he sad agam He followed her mto the bk
tymg about his waist the corners of the slk counterpaze [21
nusance You Il hate me Let me plug 1 the coffec-maker
do you have 1n the refngerator:

Scrounge  shesad 1M powder my nose

Powder your nose sad the face 1 the murror

No sud Petra no powder She faced herself with hﬂ!d'm”’i
eyes acknowledging freely the more-than-dishke the conee
quiet 1ce-cold that she had for herself Her mouth movedmﬂ
Congratulations she sad to the image You ve made 2 moc &
Theodora Petrie You sent your husband away you & 4
old Takkes And thts 15 what you sleep with, Damd dum ‘
damn you gt

She brushed her blonde harr wath short jarring strokes P bfﬂ
away from her face where the flesh was giving 2 hitlenoy “f
age was starting cruelly to break away the lastic firmpes ¢ e
skin to pluck away the muscular fibres to Joosen 1""}’“""?“_bL
but without pause the pure outhne of her face t0 rransforss 3
she had been into someone else whom she refused to beleve :: '
ever be called by her name Somethmg that had nothg
with 2 woman m Jove st

Damn she said to herself Whae does 1t matter? What
to do with you? You are something ¢ oWy
member? You are a physictan you b* !
nose put on some hpsuck Must y
must you embarrass um because
you ve been behavmg like a country
you behave ke a haridan and take 1t @
self decent that s the least you can do no!
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She buttoned the collar of her yellow dressing gown the quilted
Jung carefully chosen when she had dearded to see her husband
sfier all, and resolutely entered the bed hving room The window
was closed now and the radiator hissed cheerfully The bed was
o open and the bedclothes were on the floor on top of Nick s
dingy shoes on top of hus shust and ne. Very mce she thought very
nice work, Petra. That s what comes of taking 1 the boy scous
for the mght Nick, shesaid where are yout

A clatter of dishes answered her  Here hesard. You told me
to scrounge I did.

Standing at the sink a bottle of rulk beside hum happaly burning
the toast Nick was standing taller than ever 1 her small kitchen

Darling!  he sad

Once mote the all enveloping embrace the tough young arms
uightening about her to the pomt of pam to the pomnt of anguish
again the stng of the unshaven face agamst her neck

No Nick dont, no not now—— The words floated away
alien to her funle aganst bus will Damnat  she cned  Let go!
Youre not 2 bit good for me Nick. You re a catastrophe 2 hurn
cane,

She pushed him down mto the chair pressed hus silly ears back
close to hus head and then pulled them hard He started cating
happily

Call the Red Cross Dusaster Umt  hesad  Let them brng us
mountains of food, pounds of butter entire beeves roasted or r w
Look out Im eating everything There Il be nothmg 1 £ at all for
your breakfast [l run you Petra 111 eat you out of house and
home

Goon shesud Illman ge

There were some sardmes  hesud ~ And some eggs——

Sardines? Wh t 2 breakfast!

He gave her an apologenc glance  There wer  he sad  bae
no nore Delirous 1 a sandwach wath orange m tm lade

She waited a b t to compose herself
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Do you always eat 1n the muddle of the mght

WhenIcan hesud ButIdonthaveto Look yustfredns
oncea day At five o clock Iike the hons or the seals No Tmeant
1 truly hadn ¢ caten 2 thing i ages Or did It ‘There was that 2.
with hus brother 1 law 1 the restaurant Gastric ca [ guess No
I dont remember Really Petra 111 be an awful expense to yot
1 have no money at all I will be years before I make anjthing

Oh  she said. She put down her cup with an odd pinch ofde
heare. Did he think did he mean thus to e an established afar
an every mght busmess whenever he was able to sign out aride
hospital 2 Was she to be—— Damn  she thought you fool, P
you fool!

Look Nick——

Cigarette?

No shesad notnow Look Nick—

Datlng 1am lookmg he sud 1 cant do anything de b
am looking so hard that my food tastes of you and 3ts wondu{'u‘li
Dathing sweet I look at you and I think I 2m crazy 1tk i
am m the psycho ward Some of them think they are kigs
Napoleons don ¢ they: I thimk I am here wath you Pet
he added hesttantly  Petra you re not sorry .

His cyes intense nsistent were hard upon hers Dots 0% o
and refuse grve and refuse agam

nths and mon
¢ stop dream?B

of you Night after mght—but not tomght you knuw‘—-—x!sb‘al;
the same thing Petra 1 ve waked up wath you m my ams— y‘;
only knew—so many times and wept Lke a cluld because 1w
kissmg a prllow!  Don t laugh at me ke
I m not Jaughing ~ sard Petra who was killing a yawn I
to know Do you often get obsesstons like that? n
Ilove you hesad Dont you know? Dudnt you gu:ﬁdl‘
used to follow you around I managed to meet you all ov[crlvb}’
place. I tried to guess when you d come n and 1d ben ih; axm’
And nding the elevators ke a madman so the boys thought fod
checking on them or that I was crazy—and I am of course-
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Td look on the board to see when youd getin and walk ¢he forr
wherever you had a patient—and Yo %ouldn ¢ even se- e paces
times not even say hello 1 was yust one mor, b
another resident not 3 atall not me ¢ White coat for vou,
Isaw yor  she sad
‘Did yout Did youz And you didn¢ g5
Y anythmp 1 gned
think of wtelligent things 1 migh gily o Y°u):bo:xg . r:‘;' rf:;
medical journals by the dozen, cven Tyme a ~aF—- I
you buy 1t once m the shop 1d rehegrse d:vcxg:hmm S ’:E
make you notice me and thnlduy  0n for T wor
seem to hear Then once you don t eyen rem m’;*YO“ didne
gery all afternoon and the whole day way o:mb““ ] warm qur—
you at all. The whole wretched day way wasted ::i! Fadn cseenn
behund me I heard your vouce. The Patients e t.:zc:x nghe
T was srrghtening the plaster room 44 ¢ whealed o
wanted Taikkes List of patients thar § pyq 1y 1 °‘I’° = You
you you put your arm around me D gavr it
You remember? YU remeniber, Perrs, dis
She remembered a paper tom m
yitsohard, Yes shesad 1 'hBUgln_nthl:t::;c Ee hud dutchief
controlhng 1t well. § spame, Bur Be's
Petra, that s awful. How can Youy,
on Dermott s service Ithmk.mdldb:uadd:acm s
tthmg:alScmmuandlwasdxzzyvth Eupo—£e
had made your rounds— B thee mighe. Yo
My rounds! shesud  Seen my g, .
‘You were throngh. You had 2 ellow i::‘!. manfe’
flowers—— e sad dd 3 hap w.ak e
Ivethrownitaw y shesad Ty,
young for me Im trymg she %%hﬁk»‘?gry.;?t n:;
2itely P
You were leaving and [ was tog 1,
for a malted I had nussed my dinne B garg o e dzf::
sad I'm doving down town Areyo, m;z ax n:; .
And sad no you we e g WL -
Yes ygu cned and stretched 1:‘8 f‘*‘m.!:, S L: y': w
her and lard hus head on her opey ) <% 5% the mEss

ayg B L«g”_’::gM



1 saud I was walking to the corner Idror 1diot when I could hare
dniven with you Petral

She rose then and comung to lum she put her arm around bs
shoulder My dear she sard  you mustn ¢ take me so serowly
It 150 t nght. You re very sweet

He straghtened up and pulled her to hum and put his chek
agamst hers Dont  hesud  Don t say anythmg Dont, Pett
1 love you

No shesud youdont You ve made it upoutofa bunchof
wild dreams

How can you! 7

Imean it she sud seously Iam thuty seven Nick How
old are you twenty four twenty five?

Idontknow hecned Idont care 1t doesnt mater Llovt
you Ilove you Ilove you You can ¢ change 1t you cantdoasy
thing about 1t and I ean ¢t exther and I don ¢ want fo do youbat
Iwantyou I want you and only you out of the entire whole worll
I want only you for all the days of my hifc and all the mghs =
every hour and munute of my hfe and when you re a bux
Iltbe :1'ghty—c1ght and what difference does 1t make 11llove 7
an
But Nick she sad  you re not much more than a boy 1%
Iived Ive been marsted 1ve been divorced You need some
to grow up with, not someone hke me to tell you what o &
what not to do not a fancy mother with flowers on ber hat!

Ive got a mother he sad I don ¢t need another on¢ You
meet her She runs a laundey  he sad  You d like her Andm¥
sister too

Petra swallowed with pam an srresistible desize to st
laughter Yes shesad I know I would. But therearca
Tot of peaple we have to Live with. What would they think?

They Il have to get used to 1t. To you and me to us togethet

She said nothing She worked herself free from hus arm, she o
and took Ius dishes and took them to the sk her face closed 2%
her eyes dull

Darlmg  hesard 1t doesn t worry you does 1t What peop
thunk?

ream W
whlt
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How can you ask me that? she sud  What do you think of
me that you can say that? Careful she said to herself Don ¢ get
angry don t start hurting hum

I what do I think of you Petra I mnot thiskmg I don tneed
to Don ¢ put thoughts 1 my head that aren t there Tonly thought
why should you cate? This snt an affarr a pickup 1 love you
¢ Oh hell how else can I say 1t2 I love you 1m not seducng you

Tm not a cheap Casanova Petra!

l ] L 1 a

fan

Pe

nght——  He pressed her head agamnst lim caressing her hair

tubbing hus cheek 2gamst the top of her head wath sorrow wath

delight —don ttell me yet Youdon tknow 1 vecrowded you
« Thaven t gven you a chance Imanidiot He tned to hift her face
toward lum  but she kept 1t obstmately lowered so he kissed her
forehead seeking with hus lips the roots of the soft undone blonde
curls the tender closed lids and then pressed her desperately to
lam trying to offer her not the thall not the passion but the
sweetness the effusion of his love for her holdng her quedy
agamnst him untl he felt her relax m his arms Then he hfted her
hands to hus face and kept them there until her eyes met bus not
n anger any more not reproachful nor even uncertan

It was then that the telephone rang
N She pushed um away from her and Lfted the telephone off 1ts

ook,

Garth  shesud What on carth! Yes  No I wasn ¢ sleep-
mg What 1s 1t? An emergency? Yes of course they re short
handed  Your father 15 operstingt  Oh no not that! 11l be
there 1n five mmates

Petra replaced the recetver staning at 1t unbelievingly Then she
heard Nick, alrcady scrambling 1mto hus clothes speaking wath a
new directness and urgency Hurry up Petra Wed berter got
gomng It must be a lulu of a case 1f they ve got the old man out at
this time of mght

DU
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Dave Sture had passed several hotels and restaurants on bs w1
to the hospital but 1t did not occur to hum to stop there for dunr
A bhind automatism urged him on to the place where for the foxr
years that preceded his marniage he had eaten slept, worked 2
perfected the man he had become While he was aware acutdly
of the meaning of Ta b+ - - e e o bl
he went unthinking
cafetena steam table ¢
asked humself why he had come The room was crowded ¢
with the ammal radiation of healthy young people and W“h’:"
hot smells of food But the accustomed faces filing beside hym B
he thought curiosity and mockery 1n them and he fele weas? ¢

Tray inhand he prvoted slowly 1 the middle of the room &
mng an empty table From the farthest end of the cafeten2 some*
one signalled to um He pretended not to notice The terDS wet
clustered around the large tables crowdmg good naturedly ?m
each other happy m therr proximuty At the smaller tables afe¥
women were siting with the men residents waves who were P
mutted two meals 2 week wth their men student nurses eRioy™
the only treat the unpaid mterns could offer to thesr dates—
dinner 1n the doctors cafetenta "

Stull had 2 hard look for them He did not like this V"°I‘;ZH
of the man's clubroom atmosphere and was annoyed to o
the small tables taken He put down hus tray at the ead of d:; 05
side table and at once regretted 1t when one of the whate-clad
rassed fus head from hus plate and Stull recogmzed Sandmﬂm‘&nm

Hi Dave he sud then nodding to the woman acros
him, Know my wife?
Wevemet sad Dave How do youdo
-3



He barely recogruzed the woman but he remembered the dress
although st was tightly belted now and close about the wasst. He
i had never scen her m anything else Dido s new dress unnoticed
poor child. The slave bracelets bright on the warm sheen of the
slender arm Dido why did you have to lie to me! Because 1t was
| ahe Ithadtobeahe
The nnm w 1
of three
£ll Sen
shelved becausc of him,
; Do you often eat here?  he asked Gerda Sandstrom  Doesn ¢
the conversation get you down?
Itunt the conversation  she sad  1t's the food
Good enough for me  said Sandstrom
Your gastric juices are more potent than mmune, sad the woman
and laughed She had strong ‘even teeth a clear skin, 2 wide
round childlike forehead Her neck rose strong and full from her
shotlders She wore no make-up and was not less attractive because
of 1t
‘What do you do wath your chuild e asked remembering that
- she had been pregmant vhen he had seen her last Do you leave
hum alone when you come he 2
Heavensno  she sad _The landlady takes care of her
Itsa gul sad Sandstrom  Mary eight months  fifteen
pounds four teeth.
Pictures? asked Stull beanng down 1nto hus food
Sandstrom shook his head  We had one taken e sud  The
grandmothers have 1t
Gerda put her hand on her husband s sleeve Dear  she gaid
you do have a picture Don't be bashful now 4,0 1t to the
nace man.
Sandstrom shrugged. Bah  he sad g,

Onscrous) that
squinting snapshot. Hes scen thousands of qhey, ];‘c)’)' arell
ahke

PO N S

Iltlookatth tone sadDave smcep yours

Sandstrom looked at hum in astomshmen, then puttng dows
hus fork, fished m hus pocket for his waller, mappet nr gbes
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passed it to Stull  Our landhady took 1t he sand, the day my wit
came home There s not enough light 1n it. You can tsee the bibys
eyes Not much to look at.
Not much. Two shabby people and an mfant sleepmg Smli
A8 1 B 1N t

of her nose crossing her face looking down Mary—now ogtt
months fifteen pounds and four teeth—here a squashy mas agamst
her mother s breast a nonentity a grievous expense & nusi
the child. In the background behind the sofa a Woolworth po
plant a bazaar lamp a drugstore radio Not even poverty Shabb+
ness And the ecstasy of their smles
Very pretty  satd Stull returmng the suapshot Then waguely
She looks like you
In love Plan love unaffected uncompheated. A love that st
no private boundartes no hus or hers that chose not to wait for1s
fruion 2 woman undemanding a man who could eake et ©
his own a world where money was what the other fellow want &
where success was this—the potted plant the drugstor radio th¢
child Where love was enough 1d
Would Dido be content: What if she were Shes nevet ™
anything I wouldn t be
No not bke me sud Gerda  Rather s bum [ thuk. lisa

n

What hormble thought!

1t be domg 1t ouf “EZ
cams atomuc fisuon of

twenty years from now Supersome b
ty ¥¢ P! surgeon ¥

nerve paths what have you The twenty first century e
play hus X ray clavichord mstead of jingling scalpels and we ;
the Paderewskss and the Serkins of the atomuc gnd mstead @
Mayos and the Ochsners of the operating room. He
Hes sumulated  sud Gerda. Pay no attention t0 bume

works too hard 1n surgery

Stull caught the warmning glance that Sandstrom shot to bss wl
and the answering blush that rose to her face They wmknow&
about me he thought He told her about this morming Ske
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How will they handle aorbe aneurysmse  he asked brutally By
hypnousmz
He did an aneurysm this morming  sard Sandstrom to Ius wafe
It fizzgled
Don t bather pretending  said Dave  She already knows You
told her
Sandstrom reached across the table for s wife s aigarerte pack
age Lit one and shoved 1t back to her So what? hesad Of
course I told Gezrda You didr t do 1t secretly m the basement by
candlelight It happened to you It might have to anyone No use
getang spastic about 1t
1 am not spastic  sad Dave hus voice controlled with effort
My wnfe s spastic about 1t. Tarkkes 15 spastic 1m off the staff 1t
seems and I ve got pattents scheduled for tomorrow I don t know
what to do with them And you say so whatz
Real sensiive  said Sandstrom between hus teeth
Bat Dave turned to Gerda Natve she looked narve with her big
shoulders and her unpainted face with the nawety of the gre t
pantings of a Vermeer of a Rembrandt Could she love? Not
ke Dido no notbke Dido  Dido why did you do that to me!

and I'm glad of that 11! be dammed of I see any wirtue in teasing
the corpse of every unpleasant mimute unnl 1t putrefics and corrupts
e air about me But then I am only a man Youre a woman
Can you explain women to me?
Gerda's quet eyes questioned lum
Dido hesad My wife Dido!
I don t know your wife Dave
Shess spastic about 1t, he sad s that night? Would you be
having hystenics f 1t had happened to Sandy?
It didn t happen to you said Sandstrom angnly It happened
to the woman to a Mitsu Watanabe
Would yout repeated Dave
Hell  sud Sandstrom agamn fus hand on hus wife s hand My
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yafe s not like your wife They don ¢ all feel the same way abost
thungs Just because she s a woman-——

Would you? sard Dave

Yes sud Gerda I would

You would not  said Sandstrom. You haven t got nerves'

Gerda smuled her warm blue-eyed smule and tumed to Drve

Maybe I would not express 1t the same way your wift dors.
Maybe I wouldn t say anything about 1t but way down mside, 38
1d have hystencs

But why: sud Dave Its a nsk a surgeon takes You tehs
wife You would have to take 1t

1 d have hystenics

Bah sad Sandstrom

Why: Can you say why?

Because he would be hurt whether he d say so or not Becawt
there would be nothmg I could do about 1t, Because 1love busn.

Dido Dido Was that why you hed to me? s

But [m not hurt cried Stull above the ratthng of the P
and the crash of metal things at the steam table Im not bu;%m
he cried to Dido s stern and reproachful eyes 1mnot burt, o
not slobberng about 1t! A month three months more of less ﬁv
that Watanabe woman s that a catastrophe? Is that anychung 5
wfe should be convulsed abour: And I m supposed to understan
that!

Butyouare sud Gerda Hurt I mean

Men should not try to understand women sard Sandstront
sagely They understand us That s enongh. P

Dave threw himself back m his char ~ Maybe you sho e
somethmg of Dido  he said to Gerda  You d be good for ber
could help you with your child—

As sooxl: Zs he had);axd 1t he fele embarrassed As t.halle;_h::;g
betrayed Dido As though she was too much for hum or 2F 7
man and as though fecling sorry for Gerda he was barng
because she was poot to train his wifc i the ways of wormet ah

Shesfun  he added sufly I think you d enjoy knowiog

other fied
Gerda nodded polely Sandstrom sud nothing People sb
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around them pushed charrs dropped trays The room was empty

g and stll Dave could not get up For what? To go wheret With
what words for Dido? In what mood : Hell and damnation if only
she had not talked that way She was lying I saw 1t 1n her eyes

But why? Why like that? Did she want to be béaten : Did I stnke
her Drd T What did 1do

I wouldn t warry too much about Takkes sud Sandstrom
after a silence  You know how he blows up And now that his
son 1s back——

What! cned Dave jerked strarght m Ius seat, his son you
mean Garth

Who else: said Sandstrom  Haven t you heard: It s all over
the hospital ‘The old valet he has—Albert, 1snt stz—called this
afternoon to tell hum to hurry home Garth was back. He nearly
yumped out of hus skin!

11 be damned! sud Stull. Well 11 be damned well what
do you know about that! He was breathing hard his voice was
choppy and hard  So he managed one more trick did he It was
to be expected of coutse And after all that hullabaloo! I never did
take hus religion sertously ¥ knew hum for what he was a damned
dilettante Why the Chuef could have spared hus blood pressure
and relaxed, 1t was 2 gesture a slap mn the f ce 2 mean lirde boy s
vengeance——

You are tallung to yourself said Sandstrom quetly  Watch
out.

Didat you expect him to come back: Did you eally see
Brother Garth with a rope around hus wast growing turmps for
h!bc rest of his hfes Could you believe that  surgeon ke hum—

s g 1
better
somet.
did you believe that he would grve it up forevert

g did seem extraordnary  said Gerda  Don ¢ you think so
Sandy?

And [ can see the whole thing now  sad Stull leaning for
ward urgently hus brow contracted this morming s production
I mean Of course 1drot that I was I thought that Tatkkes had lost

237



tus beanngs because of datling Petras panent! Oh no! It ws
planned he was getung Ius Litle boy back he doesn ¢ need me
any more! \
Idont think thats it sud Sandstrom I don't thunk he wa
planning anything
Perhaps Garth 1s all said Gerda Perhaps thats why hess
comung back.
Iewasanact sad Dave emphancally A vulgar cowardlyat
A crapulous comedy thats all
Idon * -t 1t
thing abc
i your f
Doesnt het sad Dave Hess the best actor m the surged
profession and that s tops you know Actors Guild will ke b
on m 2 munute when he applies He did 1t on purpose I tellyou
Whether you think so or not he did 1t You cant tell me 152
cowncrdence that he sends me on my way a half hour before Master
Garth comes home to sharpen his scalpel on Papa s razor strop!
That 1sn ¢ the way of it sard Sandstrom for the thied ame #
the same dull obstnate way 1 know I was there
You were where
In the dressing room  when you were talking to him. Allmght
I eavesdropped 1f you want to call it that I was too damsn embar
rassed for both of you to sack my nose out and say cut 3t ot
And he wasn ¢ putting on a show you know that as well asIdo
He was making a bloody fool of himself as well as of you D3¢
And whether Garth 15 back at this ime through 2 comedence ©
whether Taikkes threatened to set fire to the whole monssity o
he stayed on Idont know But he did not plan it He wouldnt
know how
What did he say when he saw you: asked Dave fus voice
thick with anger
Why don ¢ you go and ask hum sard Sandstrom Why don
you go and talk 1¢ over wath him simce you feel that strongly abost
1t Come Gerda lets get the hell out of here This guys A
me indigestion s
Stull rose and watched them leave the room Sandstrom P!
38
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shabby maternity dress with grace with dignity with pride
When they left the room Dave felt hus defences crumble He
was alone
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Tre pocTors Tatkkes father and son were stll in the dnmg 1002
when Emma wrapped 1 a tragic black cloak whach became het
complesaon and her voice—thank heaven she did not slecp1n ¢
was only helping Umberto with part of the work grown now 0
heavy for him—came 1n to announce Dr Stull
Tatkkes locked at hus son over the Tortors  What the devl &
you suppose he wants:
Idontknow sad Garth Hes probably disturbed. He
your help i
Distutbed hey? You don ¢ know that guy Hes probably
ready consulted Ius Jawyer No I don t want to sec lum not “’h
I don t know what to say to lum he depresses me Send Nm
! he cried to the retreating Emma  What Il 1 do with bunt N
son stay where you are I take him back because of you You
to hum and 111 just stay and watch o
Garth sat down again The meal weighed heavily on hus stom -
unaccustomed to the nich cooking of hus father s house But hlex V',n
grateful for an apportunity to ease what he feared would e
awkward situation between the two men He had counted Wit
Tatkkes rapid changes of mood wth
Comen comemn Dave cned Takkes gestunng l‘tgdy el
hishand  Sit down Have you eaten: Good well ﬁnﬁhu‘il“f Nont
while you smoke Umberto a glass of brandy for Dr St
for me none for Garth He's on the wagon bey Garth?
Thank you  said Dave suffly How are you, Gartht boughe
He looked acutely uncomforeable thought Garth- Al’: o fock
ready for a fight he found hus gun unloaded and stood the
hly waving an empty weapon d
® )I'Jon t lo%;k at h:s:y sudPkakcs pushing away the butler 24
240
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- hus glass  None for me Isad Dont look at im Dave I can
hardly bear to look at lnm myself He embarrasses me as a physiaan
and as a father He looks younger than when he left dont you

oy

The haircut perhaps  sad Dave awkwardly

Wecallita tonsure  said Taikkes gravely A new fad m prep
schools All nght Garth all nght I know and a plague on
1t all I only hope you won t be imirated at the hospital that s all
Give bum three months Dave he Il recover

Three months: said Dave stupidly

For my harr Dave said Garth

You mean to stay here though dontyoutr sudDave Orare
you going back?

1m not going back, sad Garth

¢ words were easy to say A casual motion of the lips a casual
demial Like Peter questioned by the soldiers 1 was not among
them. 1 do not know thus Man  The voice steady unemphanc
Within the pam contatned as m a vase not to be touched for fear
that 1t might shatter and overflow
Dave considered a moment at a loss to know what to say Then
he tumed to Takkes I came to ask you-—— he sasd

lknow  sad Tatkkes [m glad you did 1 m glad you came
Garth and 1 are celebrating hus recurn but en fete a tete you kno v
115 dull Where 15 your wife: Why didn ¢ you bring her along?

Dido 1s not feelng well said D ve harshly  Bes des what T
really came for—

About this mormng e Forget tt, sad Takkes Hellno Idont
mean forget 1t. I mean learn £ om st but forget what Isad G cth
here called me eleven kinds of name  He gave me 2 very hand
some sermon as  matte of fact and [ ag ec with everythung he
sud.

So you heard about 1t, Garth  sud Dave

Yes sud Garth  And [ am extremely sorry Dave I know

for an hour or so?
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Dave began to take heart agan He took 2 fong swallow of
brandy and then tltng lus glass dramed 1t

Not Iike that you heathen  said Tarkkes  For heavens sike
what do you think you re drnking bourbon

Look sudDave Ididn ¢come here fora party [ddntcom
here for dnnks Iam sorry but—no  he sad Jonder letme speak
1ve got to clanfy my position that s what [ came for et
on getting slapped one minute patted on the head the next Dr
Tatkkes——

I dont want to think about your posion sud Takkss 1
don t want to bother about busmess

Please Father smd Garth Dave 1s nght.

What do you mtend to do about me# sud Dave leanng f";
ward Ius empty glass set squarely before hum and covered Wi
hus hand  Am I working for you yes orno?

Well if you put 1t that way I am very much mclned—
began Tarkkes

Of course you are working with Dad mterrupted Gut
v L3 [N

A _yes you are,
he

I'm not putting down an ulumatum  sard Dave moze ‘I"”’dy
1 am only thinking about the patients and about tomorrow NO
1f Garth wants to take over——
Idont saud Garth. pesad
A look of cruel disappomntment crossed Takkes face but ﬂm
nothing He looked from one to the other of the young me®
atlast he relaxed. bt
Youarem Dave hesad I wall not conceal 1t Iwof bo
preferred that Garth came 1 with me And there 35 100 or
of you. But 11! be panent 11l be patient for several hours A
perhaps even a whole day  he added wath heavy ‘hurour bt
meantime now that you know where you stand Wlilh)"’[h“ o
good boy go get your wife and we It try to cheer each O
and forget the muscries of today s surgery 4d oy v
1 should ke to  said Dave but to be quite can y  bout

and T had quite a quarrel this afienoon Oh no 0t onl
4
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this wretched busmess althongh thats what started 1t I guess
we both let go and delivered ourselves of a few raw words Iam
afrad—

But thats just 1t then  sad Tarkkes  If you go home shell
greet you like Xantippe with a pot of slop-water over the head
Let s send Garth after her She knows you doesntshe  he added
turmng to hus son.

Yes sad Garth  Ive met her At your wedding Dave And
quite a party that was

Well do 1t all over agan  said Tarkkes with the ardour of 2
young man. I wish we could get a gul for you Garth but I guess
1d betrer not rush you too hard. You go get her She won t feel
Iike throwimng you out smce your head 15 sull shaven. With us
about to protect you Dave she wont feel like scratching your
eyes out which you probably deserve entirely 1 know women
After a couple of drnks she Il forget all about 1t

Sounds good  said Dave  Thanks Chief  No thanks no
more brandy 1 guess I don t know how to donk.

Garth got up  Dave will you call Dido and tell her I m com
g
Dave hesitated

No sud Takkes you just drop in Give hum the address
Dave and make 1t snappy Garth, because Dave and I don t know
what to talk about.

Talk about me said Garth from the doorway  and let me
know your conclusions
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Garti had been Dave Stull s best man Since the family of t
bride was heaven only knew where lost mn some hittle town ofte
Southwest—1f mdeed they had not moved agam m the ending
serses of stop and go which had charactenzed their lives and
far Dido s—the wedding reception had been held at the brde-
groom s house where Dr Taikkes sister had presided It had bean
a strange affur with the most extraordinary number of beautd!
gurls that had ever been seen together m daylight. The whole e
of the Blitz was there a sort of farewell party on which Dide
masted 1n loyalty to her sisters—of the-mght and perhaps 12
trumph of her vamty and nearly the entire staff of mtems 20
residents of Musurus Hospital, Of the brde herself Garth 1em™
bered ltle A shiung lttle face a figure that was underwesg
and overdressed 1n the flounces of the 1ce-blue ballerma dres it
looked more hike a danang costume than wedding clothes
produet of course of the Blitz costume designer—and the swolls
lobes of her ears on which were ughdy clamped the star “PP’”“
earrings which had been the present of lus father

He knocked at the door waited a moment then knocked dg""d
regrettng that m the usual manner of the physiqan he had fase
10 announce himsclf from the switchboard downstairs At the
knock the door opened and hus breath stopped sharply mxd“"g
to lus lungs Dido stood before hum dressed only 1 her brs ‘3:!
petticoat The name Dave expired on her lips and witha gasp
fled mto the bedroom

Left to humself Garth shrugged hus shoulders The hittle ﬁf::ﬁ"
half seen and decently turned away from was so neat anc 3
her surprise so complete the bnef vision so uncxpecteds ss un;
focused that hus reaction was amusement. He controlled bis 8657
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to laugh though fearmg that she might hear lim and become evenr
more embarrassed He entered the room picked up a magazine
found a pack of Camels struck a match and smoked

Time went back. Long mmutes lnked to long inmnutes No
sound from the bedroom How long did women take to dress
anyway?: And how was she dressing 2 Should he not tell her where
she was going and how soon?

Unaccustomed to smoking after the months m the monastery
the smoke was unpleasant to hus palate He looked at the cigarette
with distaste Here already the air was vinated with all the end
products of what was called avihzation the redolence of petrol
fumes the borborygms of the chimney tops vomuting their sooty
spray over the sno v mto the nostnls meude the lungs slowly
drying the clean punk tissues with therr tarry smear Was there an
increase m lung cancer m the rural areas or was 1t confined only
to aty dwellers? Had anyone answered that question had anyone
dared ask 122 T mughe look 1t up he thought and ground out hus
agatette with a shudder breathing deeply m spite of humself the
aic of the room charged with smoke and a trace of dead cologne

- c L %~ 4 rof the mon

No answer He looked at his watch. Stull would be wondermg
The delay was embarrassmg It soon would b ve to be explamed

He went to the bedroom door  Dido hesud 1 apologze for
comung mn unannounced. Your husband and my father want you
to come over to our place for a dnnk Can you throw something
on quickly? They are waiting for us

He Lstened 2 moment then  ttled a litle the knob of the door
He entered ‘The room was dark He thev on the watch and
locked about lim wathout finding her Then — quick, gasping
sound led hus eyes to the bed She v Jymg on ut fully dressed
now even to the tall white fu -edged boots a smt and ker polo
coat, Her hat was bes de the b d on the floor On th floor abso
her pocketbook. He tned to look at he £ ce but t was cove od
with a pdlo v

He hesit ted  moment Should he gor Leave her to her seuprd

45



letle guel shame whuch mught then be transformed mto the toxaof
agonizng self torturc? Well this was exaggeration. A gulwhohad
danced at the Bliz—was 1t 2 scene she was malang for the pit
pose of squurting a hele amusement mto 3 dull cvenung doned
homet Whatever 1t was 1t had better be disposed of rapdy 2
25 few words as possible so there would be no need for equ:
broodmng
He put hus hand out and touched her shoulder firmly breft
Dido hesud getup
The hand which held the pillow contracted He pulled the plos
off and she rolled away from him witha harsh choked sound.
I am sorry I broke in Iike that  he said Jouder It was s
of me I apologize
No answer
Please dont be distressed about 1t It was my faclt TEE!
nothing to be upset about Im a doctor you know hes &
feeling the ndiculousness of 1t but unable to say anything deat
moment Please get up Thus ss silly I means nothing a¢ a
Come on comeon e contimued after a moment in 3¢ sty
comforting tone he had used for children about to be scrd
pricked or mmjected Come on Dido turn around Impot¥
ternible as all that!
She moved m a slow serpent like motion crossing fer ankls
o b AV £n ~ dm v omed and fitte
of atall Jeaf ot

sud Trismose

1 am accursed o
Dido hesad  what are you saymg? Why do you 4/ g "
Icant help 1t she ced Its always this way—ho n”ﬂ’ P

what I do Tam accursed It doesn t matter [ dont G !

away "

Watt a munute  he sud He went mnto the other 1007 dale

a number and warted

Umberto s voice came over the line
are askmng about you "
[know sad Garth Umberto please tell Dt Stull that %™
been delayed We Il get there n a lietle while
246
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He returned to the bedroom  Come Dido  he sad  stop
making such faces You don t want wrnkles do you?

The sobs contnued. He sighed That s what he had come back
to Here under the gnmace under the smeared make up m the
wild maze of impure thoughts and grotesque 1deas he was to seek
the 1mage of God

on
mt N
more harshly than he had mtended  And get up
She drank.
Hereisa wettowel hesmd  Wipe your f ce
She wiped her face

- I - Faless

the freshness of the woods about lum and felt agawnst hus face the
scentless touch of the great fiscfuls of perwmkles that he had
v - t JOSRR (R N

oA

2

€1 moutn nau-cpt,neu dlo dtoopu g

He wanted me to come  she sud not as a queston but in dis~
behef He wanted me and he sent you:

Why not? sad Garth reason bly There seems to have been
some sort of upset at Musurus this mornng and Dad sud he rassed
the roof there with everyone 1n s ght. But that s ove now Is that
what you were worned about?

Dido shook her head brought ber booted fe t over the edge of
th bed and stood up No  she sud I dont care a dam what
happens at M surus ever gam I med toca e see Leventred to
leam Look there s the book I took out this mormung and all 1
getforitasmy fa  pushed in Im through.

He ook the bo koff the t bl and gomng wmto the kving com
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he leafed through 1t But thats very good, besud ‘Thitsz
excellent book to read. Maybe some of the terms wall be alk
difficult to understand at first if you ve not had physiology
school  He thought I pass judgment on her and not three mumzs
later I am proved wrong Here 15 a gesture however tmm:l:::
toward grace Theres much m 1t that makes good sense, it
will prove useful to you 1n the future
She laughed briefly  Oh noatwont shesud.
He looked at her standing beside hum. Closg the book,
Ready: hesad. Lets go
No shesad Im not gomng
Don t you want to Dido? he sad
Im gomg she sud but not with you not w]mc}lm
going Garth. But before I go—— Tell me ~ shentersup a
what are you domng here anyway I thought you Were a po ]
a convent or somethmg with a long black gown and a rope atc
your middle
I'was  he said serously
But 1t didn t work out.
Andyou veretumed: shesad You renota po
Inever got to be a monk hesud [ was sull on pro
Like a student nurse before she gets her cap?
Thatsat, hesad Like a student nurse t
Weren t you good enough? shesud Did you ks bt
why they sent you back?
Yes hesad [ wasnt good enough
Then what she sard  what 1s 1t gomng to be now? "
Idontknow hesad 1 wontmake any plansjust®
Does that mean that Dave 15 out?

be rose.

jouse

that s that s what I was studyi®g for

estany morel
bavon.

No hesad Dave will remam. cm ¢
Dont tell me she sud I don ¢ care It docsnt conc
any more he sud, dont

He leaned toward her and took her hand. Dxdcd g
say that You two have quarrclled haven t you 2 Y: e s b
Let 1t go away from you Don ¢t keep scratching 3
‘Whatever Dave said or did— 2’

He slapped me  she sad  He threw me aganst e wall
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it my head. She took hus hand and rubbed 1t in her hair  Feel
shesad It s as big as an cgg and st 15 sore

He was upset  said Garth. I guess they were all upset Dad
also said thmgs he regretted He was embarrassed, cruelly embar
rassed about 1t all He told me about 1t before Dave came . That s
why we should hurry back now to help them feel better

Thatsfunny smd Drdo  Tdon tcare Helt me and made me
dizzy And he bt me this morrung too

Forget it said Garth. He was upset Everybody sometumes

I dont care about that she said absently She bt her Lps
which were fevensh and dry under the bught Iipsuck. 1'm not
saymg 1t s Ius fault I don t care what he does to me I love hum,
she sad her forehead pressed mto her hands  If he beats me 1
don t care [ can kick back. But 1ts wrong 1ts wrong she cnied

Don t you sce how wrong 1t 1s for bum to do that? If you arc a

pnest—all nght almost a priest—then oh what does it matter!
You can t say to me your husband is wrong and you can t say to
me you shouldn ¢t have mamed him you should have known—

Because I knew 1t all the time You remember you were there
you thought didnt you that 1t was wrong for lum to marry me?
1 had floated about too much I tned to tell him that before It
didn ¢ matter when we were only sleeping together

But it did matter  said Garth genely

Does 112 Who else would he sle p with of not with a—you
know what he called me today:

If you slept together said Garth, of course 1t was nght to
ma m
A far ot you know about 1t sad Dido  Should a man marry
cvery woman he sleeps with? Should he be a Mormon and keep
fifty wives:

Dont sud Garth quetly Hemamed you Thag was the nght
thing for hum to do and now the nght thing for you Dido —

Why: sud Dido explonvely Why was 12 ghe what was
night about 12 D d he seduce me? Was [ an imnocent babe o t of
the woods? 1 wasn t 1tell you He didn tseduce me [ seduced b 16
was easy [ liked hum He was handsome He s handsome 150t he?
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Probably sud Garth. But stop broodmg about 1t Yourez
young bride now not a fallen woman

That s what he married  sud Dido and sstang on the floor bt
white rubber boots crossed before her A fallen woman 2 ket
woman The fool With all hus educanon he had to make 2 mes
of that Why a taxa drver would have better sense wotld know
more than that

You know  she sad turning away from him as though ¢
wasn ¢ there at all as though 1t was someone clse she spoke 10
someone sittng across from her under the table as though 1t ¥
a tale remembered and retold to herself m wonder  there W32

12t the Blitz Lorrame her name was She was cute alotc®

than I and she had an affur with a guy m the bar Hewasd Jok
His hair grew strarght out of Ius eyebrows He was 2 dup Anyay
she thought she was gomg to marry hum she thought chat woull
be a step up m the world I don t know why she Tiked hum Sk
got to be five months pregnant and no one knew it and she kept
on danaing and then he told her He couldn t marry her Hus mo
didn ¢t want lum to marry Did you get that? she sad wih?
brtter laugh  His mother hus santed mother didn ¢ want im0
marry the mother of hus child! {

So anyway there she was stuck and no one to take w‘;
her And her mother was comung from down state wth all ko
of clothes for the wedding She didn t show anythig 3¢ Ldout
know how she managed to dance n the suff almost but nobolf
knew 1t Well anyway she wouldn t have anything done wch;
It was too late anyway to think about that 1t was ahve by i
and she kind of liked 1t I used to kid her about 1t 1 W3S the z
one who knew L used to say how 1s the Kackapoose? Whenate 7‘;
gettmg nd of 1t2 And she d say I m getting Jand of attached 0
Il keept Andso when 1t was time she went to the hos? oot
was very pretty you know a lot prettrer than [ She was blon
and even when she was as big as a barrel, she was bed oy
And there the mtern who took care of her—he was l‘:’:" N
and very mee—he proposed to her so the baby would e
name—and he liked her well enough anyway Dud 52y 5
Prctty 13
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Yes sud Garth  And so they were marned and hved happily

ever after
- L —
up—
Hee
Gee
marry lum Youre m luck he wants you. Marry him you haven
got the choice stuprd, She d had her baby by then you see But
she wouldn t Even then She refused She sard 1¢ wasn ¢ hus baby
and she wouldn t saddle him with that She sud—and I wasn't
.- D« 1 1 s T 1
w [ s
1 t \

and he wishes that I were dead

What a silly thing to say  said Garth  and what 2 cruel thing
to say about Dave If he hated you that much would he stay wich
you? What keeps him here if not that he loves you?

She groped toward hum and nsng on her knees looked wmto hus
eyes with eyes that were sea ed nd lost with dry eyes from which
fear had gone with steady eyes that had looked mto the pit and mea
sured the distance to the bottom and found 1t equal to her purpose

Do you know what he said thus afternoon when he came i 1
was lying down 1 was praymg I guess I wasnt pr ymg to God
she laughed. Don't get me wrong don ¢ start rejorcmg I havent
met the gentleman we ha en t been formally introduced——

Who were you praymg to thent said Gasth quietly

Mitsu said Dido I was praymng to Mitsu.

Garth hifted her to her feet led her to the sofa and made her st
down Then he sat down beside her  You Il have to tell me about
Mist  he sad.

Shesdead, sudDido  Shes the gurl they kalled this morming

‘Was she the aortzc aneurysm caset

She's the gurl who died. And they didn ¢ care Nobody cared
but me Because—

Yest sad Garth

Because 1 a way she was me you see. Because I was like her
the girl nobody cared about Do you think I am prettye
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You ate very pretty  said Garth. Everybody thinks so

Well sad Dido thatss the only difference She wamterm
pretty She had buck teeth. She was a Jap or did you knowt

{didntknow sad Garth That doesn ¢ make any difference
A patient 15 2 panent

Is 167 You mean the pattent m the chanty bed 15 as good e
one who pays thirty bucks a week? Excuse me, cried Dido
mock surprise  what am I saymg? Thurty bucks 2 day for e
room only and then twice as much for the rest! Isn ¢ thirty buckss
day more than nothing at allz Don ¢ the nurses know 1t, ad e
supenntendent and even the chief humsclf even Ds Takks

If the thirty-dollar a day patent has mfected tonsils f
Garth the physician in him rattling and flexang hss muscles, 2
the chanity ward man has infected tonsils the thurty-dollar 3 &y
man will get preference 1f there s a chorce If the tharty-dollar 22
has bad tonsils and the chanity case has Jeukaemsa, the Jeakaert
pattent gets prefecence every tme no matter who the doctor s

Thats sos said Dido mockingly ~You ve been out 100 losg
Brother Garth Things have changed simce you went t© school

Human nature doesn t change  sad Garth, But whert

that lead us: What about that gul that Japanese gul you ¥

talking about: M T
tsu.

Mitsu sud Dido  Yes so I was saymng a prayer f; down

was all nght wasntit Smce she ss deads I was Iynf i
here I'was dressed  she sard wath her quick, hiccupy laugh. | s
my eyes closed And Dave came m and saw me He sad
the matter with you: You look hke a corpse You know *
corpse he was thinkmg about. o
Well not necessanily  said Garth  But supposing. that you
nght supposing that he meant Misu—— Hebsd
~Supposing? cnied Dido  You kmow very well s¢ was He
Just finished her hadn ¢ he? He sard of Mitsu—he said to 0 o
sud of me Dido—he sasd—— She took hus azm betwee h&‘;t g
bands and through the heavy wnter stuff of bis sutt ke & of 2
narrow tipped fingers plunged mto his flesh Iike dwm;“ 3t
retractor  —he said swhat s the dfference sf she hved OF
It didn t matter to lum He dudn ¢ care 2 damn!
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He 1HREW open the window and stood there letting the cold wind
dinde around his face cap with ey breath hus tonsured skull
penetrate the heavy still unfamihar clothes nd reach hus skin at
last punfying his body and his thoughts washing away the touch
of her hand and the sight of her from hus eyes

Lasabo wter smnocentes m nus meas—Among the mnocent I shall
wash my hands—

In the monastery the evenmg service was begun Kneelmg on
the bare stone hus brothers were free to fix the mward eye toward
the Prisoner of the Altar I salute Thee Lord Host most g ctous
of the children of man 1 salute Thee beloved he ven given Hos
tage forever watching over me Blessed art Thou by all thae exast
blessed by my heart which has selected Thee——

Sk was rummaging through her purses seeking a compact
here 2 letter some coms the e rejecting and teaning papers stop-
ping before  photograph album then furiously teanng them up
also

The snow 1 the streets had been crushed to a dull grey but the
zooftops kept 1t bright cut mto odd shapes nd patterns making
a mode n mosaic under the low winte sky reflecang the skys
reflections of the coloured Lights of the aty while through the
heavy haze without stars the red a1 pl ne signals bove the sky
scrapers blinked altern tely without thythm witho te substance
unsynchron ed devoid of meanng like the lives of tho ¢ who
dwelt under these roofs O Lord he asked do you w ntnetobe
one of these?

The words of th Superior came to lus mund The praye of the
1hansee he had sud Was the Ph nisee not a man also 2 man who
did hus best according to his understanding 2 man smug and
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pompous ycs but who secking the nght wav had stopped 2t
the obvious because of the weakness of his myopie eyest Men o
culture and money and background all things that were hudo
shed and hardest of all to give up at last his own vanty
1 gave up all Thad but 1t was not enough.

Dido  he sad without tummg  come here

Icant shesad 1ve gotto be gomg now
soom.
She came to hum tightening the belt of her coat and shv
beside him

Itssocold shesad What ate you lookmg att

At all the hights mside these houses he sud  Avdl e
homes and the people Iiving 1 them. I thmk of all the some®™
badden 1n each of these cubicles the worry about the children ¥
do not come home about the debts unpaid 2bout dhe pecple 7
mg to think from whom to borrow the moncy they have s
about the wives whose husbands are m the aries abroad 010
board ship or unknown seas or flymg untested plans ot
those who have cheated or stolen and are afrad t©© be found o
about the old men who wake up every moming with ot e
pamful and stffer than the nght before about he dubenes ™1
lose their legs because of gangrene about all the men W2
despair and rum and the death of those they Jove
you fighting your arnficral fight Your husband doesmt] ¥
you wish to be loved magazine fashion You re not good 20t
for lum or else he s not good enough for you [ don tknow ™

a1 Does that make $5%

He wil be bt

il

m lookmng at m¢ that 57

cr ’iow
Do Have et
your heart tumn tnside your chest
—ut audram vocem laud s et enarrem universa mrabilba Nh;
Why don ¢ you tell lnm Dido what you feel about gy
what you feel about youz Ln't that why God g3+ you 76
that you may leam to knaw cach other
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| have slept with hum for a year said Dido Shouldat he
know by now

She closed the wimdow 1m gomg  she said  You may stay
€ you hke

Won t you tell un where you re gowg?

The hitle choking sound agan The stnke of 2 match a puff of
smoke How could 12 she sud [ don ¢ know myself. Good
bye shecued 1mgomng Ihaveleft.

Allnght hesad 1l go wih you

You are mce  she sud  even though you are crazy You arc
ctazy arent you They all say you are You are hke me you
haven t got any sense have you?

Ithwk Thave sud Garth. Well where shall we goz Arent
you gomg to tell me

No thesad, youd only tell Dave [am through with Dave
Come 1l wm off the hght and [ have the keys—— But I don't
need my keys any more! Wait  she ced and flung the keys
through the half-closed door and then pulled it shur  He s going
t0 be so ternbly angry not only because I left but because we have
left together? Are you sure you want to go with me: Somebody
will tell hum and 1t will be very ugly for you later

‘Wewont worry about that, sad Gasth.

The elevator stopped 2t the mam floor  All nght  she sad
with a shrewd look on the small face which even now was sull
swollen and undone  but 1f you get your face pushed m don't
blame me 1 warned you

Garth signalled 2 taxs. You used to work at the Bliz, didn ¢
yous Would you like to drop 1n there for a whilez

No shesad, not yet. They don ¢ really get gomg until after
the first show the dowdy show for the suburbs Lets try the
Gallery Maybe we Il meet some people 1 know

The Gallery  sa1d Garth to the dover  You know  he saxd
toDudo  thus 15 somethung I haven t done for so long 1 probably
won t know how to act 1 used to be quite a jazz fiend years ago
before 1 went nto the army
Poor Garth, sa1d Dido from her cormer
Why do yousay poor Ganh »
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Poor Garth  she repeated I wish 1t was not you with me
tomght But I don ¢ like being alone and there s no ore ehe [kt
all my pals when I got married.

I am not complammng am I Why worry about me?

She didn ¢ answer Tentatively she put her band oo B8 a
squeezed 1t a Iittle then withdrew 1t very quickly though e
had not meant 1t at all But what 1t was she had meant e wamt
sure of nor why she was sorry for lum and he was afrad to

A moment later they entered the Gallery gomg theee st
below the street level two rooms so low-ceilnged that eaterng b
had to bend a httle not to strike the doorsil wth s forehesd B
nearly sickened at the rancid beer and smoke smells and the
of dead perfume and unclean breath and fish fry whie thegle
hus arm breathed hard of the same ar and suddenly ber fx ™
transformed with bright young pleasure The weight of her ¥
lightened and she v alked sprngmgly alve to a new thybn®
that he looked at her m amazement and wondered whidh ofde
two women he had seen that mght was the real Dido

She threaded her way through the tables and the crowd of dnes
and drinkers chmbed on a bar stool not canng that the st &
each side of her was taken and that there was 10 place for Gh
and put her elbows on the ledge He stood beside her fi bt
the desire to vomut to throw up the bile and the udden 287
of hus heart to vomut humself out of thus horror ndden d“’"l:“g
from the grey faces scarred by disease and worry and the ?ld,_
gluttony of the flesh and the sleeplessness of the sad nghs? b!
aty Dizzy with revulsion he closed s eyes Then the ﬂ°{‘“ "4
had not yet heard the cracked and raucous voices d’; OM
laughter the grnding crooner of the yuke box and the “;d:t
rattles and crashes of the dishes and glasses struck bus €3 Mof &
mpact of excruciating pan He remembered the madness i
war noses the violence of the dive bombers the "H; i
shriek of the siens the deafening explosions of gﬁ“"f;‘ s
bombs and longed for their clean shat enog finality ;‘h:m”
Jumself e put hus hand mn front of hum on the bar ledge peder®
situng beside Dido turned and Tooked at hum out of rcd—O’Ha S
and winked. 11 move Mac Yousit with your dol
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sarth sat on the stool and put hus head 1n hus hands Dido touched
15 elbow Wake up  she sud  Thus 1s where the fim begins
tve bum a Scotch neat  she told the bartender and 1l havea
om Collns Buck up she told Garth agam  well get some
s0d. fd hike to eat.

Allnght hesud welleat butnot here. Finush that drnk and
ts go elsewhere. Would you like the Plaza? he sad racking s
ran 1o find the forgotten names  Would you like the Barberry
oom or the Starbght Roof or Pavillon?

Right now Ilke 1t here shesad If you don t hike 1t why
ont you go home: I think 1¢s cute Its got atmosphere At what
me did they put you to bed m your monastery?

Heshrugged hisshoulders  Asyoulke hesad. Welleathere

you wantto Lets find a table shall wet

Not yet she sad 1 want to ualk to lum  noddmg toward
1¢ bartender at the end of the bar Ive got to ask bim about
lermana

His eyes followed her gesture and he looked at the man caught
2hus twelve-feet by threc space wandenng b ck and forth, pour
2g drinks and taking away glasses hus pale eyes sneenng behund
be double fold of yellow redundant skin hus mouth tired and hasd
nder the threadlike moustache hus hair greasy and flattened on
he glossy scalp The man feelng his glance turned sharply to
um  Whatsa matter  he sad, do I have dict on my face?

The lady wants to ask you something  sud Garth.

The man tumed to Dido raised hus eyebrows and looked back
t Garth, smibng with so deliberate a smule that Garth felt bus
omposure leave him,

Okay hesaud atlast and what s, lady?

But Dido s voice was fnendly Some pals of mine were here
besard  Most of the afternoon I guess at least he was A tall guy
with a funny face And the girl 15 real tall too real handsome wath
traight har to here You must have scen them.

Yeah, hesud Isure did,
‘When did they leavet

The bartender blinked and turned abrupdy I got your order
2¢ cried to the other end of the bar  Hold your horses wll yuh?
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I got three hands only!—Yeah hesud  they were bere llmebt
He was with another couple of guys a manne was one of thl:z
guys Then that babe comes up and starts her routie. They
a hell of 2 good fight The customers liked 1t.
Dud they make 1t upz asked Dido That s what [ wat®
know
They made 1t up to the tune of mne dollars worth of duks
Where did they got saud Garth o
Where did they go repeated the barman  Who M’\J;‘n
know anyway youorthelady Hosulity exuded from hum. Wef
wondered Garth what was I thinking of when e looked at me
Excuse me  he told Dido 1 have a phone call to make 4
No youdont! shesud You arent to call Dave Ifyor
ched bislps 0

Dave we re through
He had got up but he sat down again He tou
glass and put it down [1find usa table he sud. bt
The charged arr of the room was becomng smtolerable "
ached His mouth burned as m a fover He made his W‘Ymm o
front of the room where the opening door broke from o
tume the pall of smoke that lay over the tables avoldu:ug “m‘m
the rasping glances of men and women and the bol ydxscsl\k“
flesh piled high n the compression of the baskethlke bo
bulbous and hideous harvest he yomed b5
He fell nto a chair and picking up the menc, f.‘wy ot
hands Do not tum Your face from me he prayed: I ’hca\‘“l
will 11l endure this gladly but do not leave me alone,
am Jlost without You beside b
11 have the clucken Tetrazzam, sad Didos vmc; ot o
And some Chuantt And garhe dressing for the sala
you have:
I have had my dinner  said Garth dully haado
Youlleatagam sadDido Brng hlmsP“Bh"“Z e
sauce water And salad and some coffec That 028 €€
Drnk: said the warter to Garth crumbs £07
No dnnk, said Garth. The wauter shook som®
the tablecloth and went away b effort
Did you find out about your frendse asked Garth i
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He knows she said confidentnally  but he won ¢t tell Not for
othing and I have no money
lamsorry sad Garth I should have thought of 1t 111 take
zare of it
Pooh she sud 1t doesnt matter 11 find them and of I
Jont—— she shrugged 1 know where they Lve anyway It
eally doesn t matter nght now
The spaghett was excellent the bread crusty and fresh and
Sarth was surprised to find lumself eating agan Dido was playmg
vith her food talking and darung quick glances about her as
hough sull hopmg sull waiting for Hermana She poured um
ome wine
No hesad Iam not used to drnking any more
Don t they ever drnk out theres she asked I thought they
made all the hqueurs m those houses You kno v Benedicune and
Shartroos and all that sweet stuff
dNot m this country he sad It depends also upon the
Jrder
Gatth shesad  why did you go m there?
He did not answer
Cant you tell mez I think 1d understand 1 understand every
bing Was 1t because of a gl
No hesud it wasnt Itsbard to explan In here espectally
Whymnhere sheasked. Why should 1t be harder in here than
nywhere elsez Who are you afraid of 2
Youare nght sard Garth surpn d  Iam afrad af aid to be
ughed at
Iwouldntlaughatyou shesad Ithmk s fasanating
The word was a pail of water thrown mto b1 face
Your ould not understand  be sand ha shly  Ie doesn t do any
0od 1o explan anyw y I went ther becauetsay y of Lfe
oward which I felt dr wn th tsall the e 1s to 1t
Okay shesud Im dumb Thats what Dave thinks too It
st true bue brother that doesn t bothee me at all Most men feel
Jat w yaboutrm Itsagft She laughed
‘That 1sn t what I mean tosay  he said, hus voice nsing to coves
‘e twittering crooner of the juke box.
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She doesn t know about bees and flowers
She doesn ¢ know about birds n the spon
But she knows the one thing that matters—

I mean that 3t took me two years to figure out what g 1aly
meant to me to make up my mund and [ can ¢ tell you abouttm
five mimutes

Doyoubelicvemhells sheasked Really behieve mbell whert
people get brotled over and over agam without ever stopprg!

Look hesaid I cant tell you about it now

But she msisted  Tell me  she satd, do you really beliee @
thatz

Its not quite the way you put st hesud Butonthe
yes1do

She drew her charr closer to hus so that her clbow Bo¥ ™
pressing mto his d

Youreasmart guy shesad You vegone throu h )'w:h ’:01
years of school haven t you Garth: And1didn t finh hughs \
even So you probably know and Idon t. No _she sud dom (Iffm
at me like I was an 1diot chuld I am an 1tsy btsy buth f
sertous as hell about tlns I want to know IfI wasto dse tomght
Twas 1o jump from the tallest window [ could find— Jy

Dido he sud  youre not that drunk Dont s3y dlmbard—
things People who jump out of wmdows are stupid P‘DP]C etk
botled people mside people without smagmation wathout 11t
1n anybody ath s

Thats what you think she sad her eyes E]-‘S"‘“”gd_\“ s
secret Joy of her own  but that 1sn ¢ the poms IfIwere®© e
say just for the fun of 1t would I go to hell forevert )

Nobody can tell who goes to hell and who doesn b,

No man can ever pass judgment.

But Imught mghm t Iz

Its a possibihty  he satd weanly

And suppose—— she stopped ool
tracted on the table so that the tablecloth was gathere
under her natls and then she forced her fingers flat an
2 moment. Garth waited

whole,

ked down at her hand ”

m:hf” slet
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Suppose  she sa1d her voice casual and possed  that a woman
who was pregnant was to kall herself would the baby go wath
ket too?

T told her about bees and the flowess
And now she s out with a brand new guy

Dudo besad are you gomg to have a baby:
You are crazy  she sad violendly  What has that to do with
m whoJ - Dave:

if you

ou s mer

Tdon ¢ want your help shesad  But you ruight answer any
way Ijust asked a question thats all, and I don t care what the
auswer 1s But you might answer just to be polite

Lets get out of here  hesad  Let s get out m the air and walk
abit Well both feel better then you ll see

But don t you see 1t doesn ¢ matter  she sard with her brghe
confidential srmle, Cant you see that 1t wouldn t make any differ
ence really one way or the other?

Itappears suid Taikkes replacing the phonenats cradle  that
your wife has left your bed and board Temporanly that 15 Does
she play that sort of trick often?

What: sad Dave  What do you meant Left me: Who
Dudo:

How many waves do you own

How do you know? Who was that Dido?

Calm down Dave suid Takkes Shes all nghe. Just woman
stuff As you progress i your marmed life you Il learn to take these
storms with 2 grawm of salt. She s all nght, don t worry Garthss got
ber 1 p otective custody He Il brung her back by and by calmed
down and unkissed. I guarantee 1t. He s always beea good at that
sort of thing

Id better go  sad D ve, l:;s fz;c wo king  Id better go get
her Where1sshet What ar omg 2

They are tounng the mght dc?xbs sad Takkes I didnt get
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the name of the place Rolands or Marquand, of somethng
Eventually they Il Jand at the Blitz Garth thinks You might pet
her up there later on For heaven's sake sit down will jou You
make me dizzy runnng around like a Lon in his cage- Wha
you do to her what does she mean, runung off ke that?
Idont know sad Dave We quarrelled. We argued e
mght about that Japanese woman as [ told you. told her aboutts
like the tnple fool that I am and of course—she has no mdt
ding of hospitals and cases—sh \\cntalloutfortheg””b
didn t want me to touch her 3f you weeen t there and 1 was pref
sure you wouldn ¢ be
she didnt want you to touch her did she sad Takks
Well well well And fought aboutit? "
And fought about st said Dave dully And Dr Takk®
sud man to man tell me the truth. You
she would have died anyway and I know also ¥
this morning about 1t now you re not angry any more
wrong : e
Taskkes drew a charr beside Stull and sat dowm He F‘zﬂm’
prece of paper toward him and aimlessly started drawing
the pattern of the heart wth 1ts four chambers
You did your best
He looked st the clock At what e did the sh
was hus son doing now on this first event, they shi
together wlf
You did your best he sud If you succeed youre?
youdont youre wrong
Dave s hands moved 2 questo? i
No hesaid don tdefend you:sclf Dave Itsnot ugn of bow
nght and wrong m this ong case It st even adqu:iugbv 3
good you are Youre good youre plenty g°°h ‘ omt 15
better than I was at your age But thatsm 1t The p!
Yes suad Dave what 1s the pomt exactlyt 1doyoub®
The pomtys  contmued Tatkkes ‘how much fie ) et I
to your job? Everything? Everything you h“”d oud
d { criough nobody s 89%¢ 7C i b
you don t you aren t good enoug| o big for the 0
he 15 better than the job demands Unless be's 10
26.
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he sn ¢ big enough Ive been saymg this for forty years and I
haven ¢ found a smgle man to belteve me If the job 15 worth while
t will be ennobled by the man but the man if ke 15 small wll
ever be ennobled by the job Do you understand thatz
No sudDave to befrank Idont Thejobs one thing the
man another
Wrong  said Takkes pulling himself away from his drawimng
wnd then adding with short repeated strokes the corona of blood
essels around the heart Iike the haie of the Medusa  The man
must be big must be immense to do a small thing memorably
ach case you get does not end for you wath the recovery or the
death or the dismussal of the patient Youve done one of two
hungs one good the other bad When you touch a man 2f 1¢ 15
vith dull msensittve hands and you hurt hum unnecess nly of you
et hold of an acute belly and palpate it to the pomt of tenderness
hat patrent will remember It will go on living 1 hus flesh  the fear
nd distrust of you the dishke of you But 1f you are not con
emptuous of his carcass of tts seams and 1ts scars of the scales of
us psoriasss of his whole body maybe gummy wath pus maybe
g with gangrene maybe only goose pimpled and sweaty
vith fear 1f he feels that through the canicature of hus body he can
cach you you not only the doctor but the man then you are
lomg your job you re domg 1t well And that s what you must do
very ume cvery time you hear me Dave every hme no matter
vhat the colour whether black or yellow o white—
Watammnute sud Dave Wait Are you trymng to say that 1
layed around with that wretched woman bec use she was a Japt
ldidnt say that  said Tatkkes
BecouseIdidn ¢t sad D ve withforce 1thought1d fixherall
1ght. And 1f I couldnt well what chance did she have anyw y?
And I don t want to muff my other cases the good ones those who
an pull through That s why I took the woman on_even though
ou were not thete 1 can t care about cach indivrdual 1 care about
ny work. And you do too
Wh t about the woman: sad Takkes. How about that
oman's kids and that woman's b other? You know  vhen you
poke about your hife just now what I was thinking ¢ T was thinking
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of Mutsu s brother this morning when I told hum thatshe wasdak
He wanted to go to her nght away s though there wasstill oo,
she had dred to recently He was saying i1t my sister 1tsmySt
wth the same tone of voice you had with the same atnazed oo
So thats 1t sad Dave in a deaf voce Thatsit You thek
I dont care that T hooplad myself mto that guls dest Hiea
damned med school freshman mto hus first cadaver Thas whe
you thik I made you say 1t twice and [ sull dont beleve 2!
don t believe anyone would thnk that of me thae 1d be tht 8
that crass
That sadle talk  sad Taikkes Whatever your tenton—
My mtentions were to find out for myself Every damn 03¢
us with a MD to hus name has done the same thg IFbe bast
he s no doctor You ve done 1t too m your youth. 1dsner
have Id swear to heaven you have If you and T couldnt ﬂk:h:
chance all wed be good for m a hospitel would be shavng
old boys before their suprapubic and pushing 1 the eneatis
The Chuef shook his head slowly )
‘Whata fool you are Dave hesaid not unkindly How®
you sull have to learn! fu
He picked up the paper with 1ts doodling and tor¢ li S
parts and threw 1t m the direction of the wastepaper b’:bﬂi’ﬁm
prece of 1t wath its crudely drawn auncle at the edge of & -
and fell to the floor He looked at 1c absently and xumc;li ae
Tus assistant with a sigh Dave s face was drawn and bar p—
Dont look at me that way  he sat
1ot that's all not a mental sdsot And I am O
oppostte direction There s more hope for me than for
even (g!f Tam an old man
I don t understand you  saxd Dave
Jt doesn t matter 3{ you do or 1f you dont wiugaa%f:
We Il have lots of ime to work 1¢ out togetber Y;}’gz foreed
leamn to curb yourself and put up with me You' o g0 0
fit from my ex| ce and value 3t Sce youre ot
pro y expenence oo T have &0
working with me 111 pour every bit of kﬂOWls gou wll bave ®
your throat and you Il have to keep 1t down And¥’
Jearn to chew down your pride and swallow that 0
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arrogant. 1am not 11l admut to you and to everyone else who asks
that the guy who botched that job this mormng—

1botched 1t sad Dave If that s what you want me to say

Ibotched 1t sud Takkes Because I cared even less than you
&id. You were there atleast and I was not But this mornmg——
his voice shook  this morming 15 over he went on as though
speaking to humself  The mghtmare 15 over for me For you 1t 1s
different We d berter start thinking about tomorrow s case—

Youll do the surgery then sard Dave trymg to be casual

No said Takkes Youll do 1t but by heaven 1f Im late
youll wait you hear me! You won ¢ start the anaesthesia untl you
see me 1n the scrub room If I'm good enough to do the assistng
you ll be good enough to wait for me But you won t have to 111
be there

Just then the phone rang agan

265



28

ON THE screen Rita curled made-up and eyc]ashcd sood wib
her back to the door her hand to her throat her face rumedalite
Iisterung to sounds of footsteps m the hall In the dutknes of
room the glancng Lghts from an illusory windovw swuck 8
nately her dilated eyes her outstretched hand and, m the 0%
of the room, Just within her reach the pearl bandled sests
She hesttated gracefully holding the pose for eight seconds Tﬁ
she made a dash seized the revolver pouted 1t at the doot
shot twice '

Dido s head moved a hitle beside Garth. She rumed sowird b

Dave shesad I fell asleep Idreamed— She sat up
Where are we?  she whispered  What has bapp el 5
They ve found her  he sad, but she s burned the doﬂmmi

and Jum has called the FBI It s a good mowie, y0¢ shoutd 2 o

She laughed and people m the row 10 front of 12¢% mmant
around angnly The FBI¢ she sud Why dhen, 1t gc\:ldnl
before they get here Somebody 15 bound to get hort Yout™®
want me to see it would you?

Garth rose picked up h‘,;r bag and coat and followed hﬁ:f‘:
the asle to the entrance of the theatre He glanced 28 wahmm
quarter to cleven  Well  he sud standing 1 hefoye Wo\rxl
now? Is the Bliz gomg full force yeti Is the spuoster § sl,}ow ofthe

Justabout shesad We mght give 1t 2 uy 5 =
old guls are sull there How do I look, Garth? pesd
Tke a bad child swho should be seas bose 10 P ona
You couldn t look worse Go wash your fac¢ and I;:gﬂ]y steadf
one But I should take you home You dont see &
to me
am very steady shesad Imas steady as 3 1€
266
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you see me really sozzled, You Il regret the day Okay then wash
your face Dido  She took her purse from hus hands ~ What Dave
calls the mstrumentanum  she said and disappeared down the
starcase

. Ql::d:ly Garth found 2 phone agan. He was emergmg from the

uptolum Lke a good httle gurl2

Better he said dubtously  Where to now:

Idontknow shesad Around Lets push off to Broadway
and see what s gomng on for a while Iam good for you am I not
Garthz

The outsde air struck sharply at his nostnls  How do you
mean? he sad

Imake you catch up on a whole season of night clubs and stuff
that you ve mussed. I m putting you back n the groove Youought
to be grateful

Iam  be sad senously  Wath you its perfectly safe

She made a face Thats not nice Garth she sud  Thats
downnight msulang really How do you mean safe: How do you
kaow what I mught do to you?

He shuddered m boredom at all the sdiocies he had to bear and
say at the stran of bending hus mind to the vapid speech She was
even duller than Lilltant but Liltan Ind 1¢ better under the cover of
long words

Pethaps I should be on the lookout he sud speaking wath
shame  Perhaps you Il put knock-out drops m my drnk.

Thatsit sadDido that's the way L operate slick and easy

Shck and easy  she repeated  Ga th arent you having fun
atally

Imout of the habt hesad 1 don t remember how

She stopped befo  another movie house examned the sulls at
length and went on

‘Where would you rather be:  she asked  Honestly I mean.
You wouldn t rath £ be lying down on your plank m the monast ry

would you?
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Thats where I belong he sad  But thas over for ¢
now

Are you sorry?

I don t fecl anything ye
like 2 man who wakes up
but he doesn t feel the pamn
believe 1t "

Thats funny  she suid her eyes brght, thats just the iy
feel Garth my ears hurt 1ts so cold. Give me your puier

out
4 He pulled 1t off and wound 1t about her head tymg it “08"1:
knot under her chin  There he sard  Lttle cousm from the
Country does that feel better?

Y:y she sad  Its warm It feels good. Lets walk a b b
don t make me run You take such long steps'

How about a tax1¢

Idontwantatam shesad Thswaylcn hang 01.107%
Ina tax you wouldn t even hold my hand would you?

He looked down at her and smiled

No shesad I guess you wouldn t A

Tt isnt fun at all gshc s}a,.ld sadly after they had wﬂk:d;;fz
while m silence It 1sn t fun to be out :lvlth 2 m"’:‘ who
even pretend You hate the sight of me dont you o

I like you very much, hcgsaxd and I hlll(c Dave And cach
you can only be happy with the other so why-—— t

That1sn ttrue Psli:z sad violently Irsn rirue atall :-Iueior::
love me and I am not happy with um. You ve go:." arslf 228
And when something 15 wrong you tear 1t out of YO by
throw 1t away That s what they say m the Bible you gh&: shead of

She pulled her arm away from hm looking smlAn J watnd
her wath an air of challenge and almost of trumph. was ey
thought Garth to be disproved by hum. But hus besrt wlkto
and he felt tired and 1rrtated condemned as be ‘V“(’{zc compaf
five year old He was yearming now for silence a5 ot
of men

She walked before hum rapidly crossing the ’“mﬁmai 2?11, wd
to traffic of to lights a car screcching as she ran 2
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Garth helpless on hus sude of the street saw the dnver lean out and
screamt something at her but she ran on without pause
Like & five year-old he thought or worse like a stupid un
broken dog Doesn ¢ love open the rmnd at least 1f it farls to open
the hearts
He crossed the street rapdly and caught up with her
Lshould put you on a leash he sard  simce you haven ¢ sense
enough to watch the traffic
She laughed
Letth «# & o ke - 1

streets are

covered with 1ce

It could be very'nasty mdeed and cawse a lot of broken nbs
betoldher And dreadful when you take 2 breath you know

No more breaths to take  she sud.  Mutsu s chest was broken
but she doesn ¢ hurt now It hurts before not after

I thnk, he sud pullmg ber firmly from the roadway that
Youre trymg to punsh Dave 1 your mmd because he couldnt
;:;cfnt gil That snt far you know My father mighe have

e

That sntat at all  she sud, Im not pumshing Dave. Im
giving nm a break

“You re planning the worst thing a womzn can dotoaman  he
sad. Dese ting hum 15 proving to hum ehat he 1sn t good enough.

Is that the worst thing e

Yes  sud Garth, and then bit hus lip because he heard her
answer even before she spoke 1t

That s just what he 15 domg to me.

The wind blew hard bout them fappmg the edge of the scarf
m her face. Like a chuld. He drew 1t down gently tucked 1t mto
the collar of ber coat.

Well take a tax1 he sad.  Pneumonta 15 pamful,

They had to wait 2 few mmutes taking a few steps from tme to
time to reawaken the circul ton 1n their feet. Garth was taut with
cold. He regretted m earnest the deep wool hood which yesterday
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covered hus tonsured skull The sharp mght ar froze s breath
anside hus nostrils A cab drew up at Last and he gave the dne
Dave s address
No! she cued I told you I wont. Just keep gowg davet
untl we tell you to stop
He brought down the flag with a back handed fip Ok} e
sad  uptown downtown:
Idontcare sudDido Just keep your window losed
She spoke to Garth wathout lookmg at hum her face2 whe
blur 1n the darkness of the cab and her votce held back a mi®
What's the matter with me Garthe People used 0 e o
Honest they did. Why 1s 1t nobody loves me any more! i
He forced humself to speak, trymg to hide the tired conierp: &
bus vorce  You don't need make-behieve love Dido Yoo
your husband You were not a child when you marned 2d D‘;:
knew what be was domg Both of you made a promse You mzh
1t honourably you meant to keep 1. Keep 1t Dido dontpF
games
I'am unhappy  she whispered
Lknow hesaud Thats part of it too t
lonehness and sorrow 1 every marrage. You must Jeamn 9 “]‘:56
the whole of marriage not only trmmings If you muycfcr
Dave and I thmk you do And even if you dont, o
gotten how to love e lost
[love hun  she sud m the same toncless yoiee bt
hum now 1 am alone [ don ¢ know what to do do A
You do know You need to look mto yourslf D face fof
start night now  She turned to hum and Jooked mto bs
a2 moment with a sort of eager cunosty Then she s her
detachment  with rrony a smule that did not bgcomtdu
whuch made 1¢ old and hard and shrewd, She straightencd F 1y
To the Blitz drver she sad and stared motely mw:wk“"‘d
abead while Garth from lus corner et be had spoken
and 1rreparable words

there are mome® i
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Ever stvee she had amnved at the Blitz she had tred to get nd of
Garth to push hum back mto his own Ife and out of hers Now
she was among her own and  after Eelpmg her from oxne end to
the other of the brdge his usefolness to her had ended but he
had refused to leave In a way she was not displeased He fitted
although he was not 1 evenmg clothes mto the image of herself
she wanted to make not for other peoples eyes but for her own
In another sense he was the rope she still could grasp if m some
way she did not want to foresee the mghtmare was to end and
she could cross that mght unbarmed

He was still with her 1 the fantastic play of coloured shadows
and of lights thrown from the shallow stage before which passed
over and over agam the agile platoons of wasters brandishing the
covered dishes and their trays of glasses hke weapons threatenng
but withheld Caught 1 the amorphousness of packed bodies so
that they hardly knew each other from the mass crowded com
pactly mto therr seats agamst the wall to the nght of the stage
they spoke to each other from tume to time and with Hermana nd
Nome across from them At times there were other people wha
came up and spoke to her and then Hermana left and the others
males & fome L t
had e
somert.
expanding and contracting heads

He was beside her Garth who had found her that evenung after
the other one had left the other one who was the real one 1n spite
of the sharp elbow agawst her own now—the other one who was
not Garth, not Junmy nor Harold but D ve Dave was the onc
who mattered and the one who mattered was not there But Garth
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who was there was not there as Garth any more and that w3t
lief Because with Garth you had to explam everytung aven e
sumplest things and that was difficult and 1mpossible and at tmet
shameful But Garth did not work Like the other ones &d, 2t s
Iike the others did 1n the begmmng and the beginng ¥ dup
the same thing 1t was the end which always tumed out w1012 N
matter what 1t 15 you work on 1t 15 the end that matters 20
end 15 always the same really just as the begmung B ben. T
end was always Dido alone and the other one dead Dead Kot
Like Harold who had been the kindest ot dead 1 et beart
Jummy who had robbed her and lefi—and zeally be bad beentht
nicest of all the one who loved her the most OF dead for her ke
Dave since Dave had said clearly without even beng ask
he did not care if she lived or died She and Mutsu, of bothor
whole wortld as far as that was concemed solon_3 he did 9
he bked Or dead Like Garth shaven for the cofin vho B3
Tove for her who had no words for her now thinking she was &
far gone to understand or that nothing he couk
make sense to her But 1t made sense_of course 19
drunk she was she would get drunk if she pleased bt “mﬁ
are as sore as she was you could never get b 13
enongh to pass out Not sore 1 the way of bang mad, d'h:sg
she was mad too but sore m every part of het body dar bl
wanted sore all the way to that new part of her W
alive yet not alive to her but ahve to seself that she could 2t
and which also was unwanted and lonely with the tenible Jov
niess of the unbom  the tnborn to Lfe or the wibo™ 12 ¢ 5
Joneliness which has no voice yet no mame n0 butenes
own but which 1s already rejected and conderned 0 &€ st
Garth was hete but 1c did not count any | ¢ allet
them She had fought it out agamst um and won 1 P y
his words because he had none of the real vords ar
muraculously make well all of her soreness Junmmy 03¢ chun bt~
have known how to celebrate the mpemng 0f 4 b
how much laughter they had laughed the day before th!:f::' 2
the Bhitz had gone to the hospital to have her ba yt % 2 of
e oy hnd had e dhee of e ¢ 6°
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bonour feasted and toasted and loved! But Garth had no yoy m
tum no hope for humself or for anyone else he knew the rules and
that s all he knew You must do this you must not do that—what
did he know about the must that mattered? She had succeeded 1n
bolding hum back 1n taking back her own words to hum, she had
annoyed hum and made lnm mad and pushed hum around and
away from what he wanted to know from what she had almost
let lam guess which he now discounted and forgot and could no
longer reach for Tt was over It had been very close but it was over
and he couldn t wrench any part of 1t out of her any more since
now there was that huge wall of sound between the two of them
this Niagara of dance music hurled at them by the trumpets and
the saxes and the prano players and the words which had hung
mchoate on the edge of her hps could now be sad m the great
blindness of dark and unfocused hght m the palpable shroud of
smoke and never get across never be heard
I am gomg to have a baby and Dave doesnt know Dave
doesn ¢ want 2 baby from me and if he doesn ¢ want my baby he
doesn t want me and both of us must get kalled o he can get away
from us so he can marry hus own kind of woman the kind he d
want hus baby from. And I love him and I love hum well enough
for that
The great blur at her side contracted mto shape and became
Garth,
What was thatt he sad 1w her ear  what was 1t you sude
What was 1t about Dave?
She pushed back hus f ce away from her
lamraving  she sud. Cant you tell Doctor when a guls
drunk? But the f ce came b ck at he  stashed with the en scross
of red~green hights from the stage came back err ncally ke a
toy balloon at the end of a strng hard to aim at too shick to hold
awa
If there 15 a baby you must stop dunking Dido You musta ¢
get dnmk youll kill the b by D do youll kull the baby—-
You ll kill the baby Dido you kull the b by kill the b by Dido
kil the baby——
You coul); full the baby and live Live without the b by [dont
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who was there was not there as Garth any more and dut v
Iief Because with Garth you had to explamn everythng eva b
smplest things and that was difficult and ymposable aud at e
shameful But Garth did not work hike the other ones &4 atkst
Iike the others did mn the beginning and the begmung ¥ dwp
the same thing 1t was the end whch always turned out w028 N
matter what 1t 15 you work on 1t 15 the end that mates &
end 15 always the same really just as the begmning had b
end was always Dido alone and the other one desd. Daad n o2
Iike Harold who bad been the kundest or dead o ber bt
Jimmy who had robbed her and lefi—and really be had been
nicest of all the one who loved her the most Or dead for hertke
Dave since Dave had sad clearly without even bemg
he did not care if she lived or died She and Mitst, of bothor
whole world as far as that was concemed so long beddt:
he liked Or dead Like Garth shaven for the cofi2 who bad#0
love for her who had no words for her now t g she 0
far gone to understand or that nothing he could say would ;‘:
make sense to her But st made sense of cousse 50 M L:ﬂ
drunk she was she would get drunk of she pleased but “hmerll
are as sore as she was you could never get drunk :nougl’] st
enough to pass out Not sorc m the way of beins ad, 00
she was mad too but sore m every part of her body that 50 M
wanted sore all the way to that new part of het #30 Mi[:d
abive yer not alive to her but altve to 1self that she EO“I"I “]‘;
and which also was unwanted and lonely w1 the tesmble .
siess of the unborn the unbom to Ife or the unbort ©0 2 of
lonelness which has no votce yet no pame 50 blm:&
own but which 1s already rejected and condemned 10 u;dnmw

Garth was here but 1t did not count any o be co e of
them She had fought it out agamst hun and won mjg: s
tus words because he had none of the resl words thuef 0 i
muraculously make well all of her sorencss Jummy ¢ chun Bt
have known how to celebrate the nipening of a chid (;: gl
how much laughter they had laughed the day b°f°“, what2 &
the Blitz had gone to the hospal to have her babv.)l': e gt
and a mght they had had the three of them Wi
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It was hard to speak and kecp her Jaw from shakmg  Give me
my coat Im cold.

Hegot up wath her  You stay here shesaid  You can t come
with me

He was following her out of the room  You are ill  he said

11l get someone—
Imallnght shesad Leave me alone I know my way

She laughed. She had to laugh for hun  Thus 15 home to me I

Hant to go backstage and see the kids  She didn ¢ dare ook at
Is Dave commg: Not because she wanted to know She

knew She just had to say Ius name once more the last word to
anyone, the only message  Is Dave—

Yes hesad, of course Hell be here m a moment He loves
you— She turned away holding her mouth tight closed aver
bis name Hold 1t close Dido And hurry They won't let you,
but st 15 the best way Its the only way the best best for um for
Dave He loves you Let bam love me always like this wath no
remmder of me no more quarrels no shame no family just a
foolsh show kid who didn t know how to love hum better than

The woman m the lounge was very mee and after she had been

s ck, she made her he down and put cold towels on her forchead.
She was 2 new matron here Dido had not seen her before but
she was kund and called her honey and smiled ¢t her It felt good
to he the e 1n the boghtly Lt axr-conditioned room wth the chatter
of the gurls putung on make up i the powder room and he was
tempted when she closed her eyes tempted for a very short while
Just a very short while to keep them closed and let go and fall
asleep and let lum find her when he came And then everything
would be all night gam She hadn ¢ done anything vrong she
hadn ¢ harmed the b by had she? She had got rid of all the drnks
1msde her 50 that was all nght sull she could go b ck——

What s the matter honey  said the matron the grey hawred
maton, so round so clean so peaceful with he quiet wide-sp ced
eyes  whats the matter hon who's making you cry:

Imnot eryng sad Ddo Im all nght now I better be
gomg
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She had to do 1t now She couldn t go back to hun, that ¥
plan. He had made 1t plan She cidn ¢ belong to bus . Hske
was with other people nice people like Garth hke Taikkes e
the woman 1 the hosptal who had picked out a book on babas
for her She Dido belonged here among the soiled peogle b
sotled Iives hiccupy lives which start after dark, where thomg
up the dnnks was routme for the girls the smart ones thitts
routne also the jovial men 1 the strange beds

But Idudn t do 1t Dave It was justajoke [didnrmean anythg
byt

And where the best that could happen was 2 grey harred w;m;:
1n the washroom putting cold towels on your face 2 thag;h

belonged to her o
1l be gomg now shesad Imsorry Mom, that s not
change Thats all I have e of)oﬂl“]"v

Thatsokay sad the woman You take goo

honey Some other time 11 be secing you el

She slipped out mto the foyer No_ she thaughty I ved :hodm
ber There wont be some other tme Therell b somow
gul but there wont be me Oh Dave f Isee o8 B
dief

Garh

But he wasn t 1n the foyer Maybe he was i aimdg' "’;':;ybch
waiting for her Maybe he wasn t commng ¢ allfor dcrw“h ber 0
was dumping her on to Garth to do what he wante
find a way to nid humself of her hebst

But he loved her Garth sad so that was the lﬂ;mgc :fﬂ*
sud He loved her She would think that every 1o do shdest
way out so she had the strength for what she h’g o had 5
the dressing room now empty because the new * dosa often g9

and out of the hall to the fire escape where she ba cold ar
out for a smoke between acts out mto the b!”‘;;nfmgmgo
the 1ron rungs where the snow was crusty and o Tgh—12 e
the rough rusted bamsster because the steps d“““ for b
second floor past the men s dresung rooms 0 stop shakef
because the air was so sharp 1t beat mside ber hk‘:n
and up agawn to the thurd flight above the sﬁ“‘iﬂ b cooug
the roof of the rescaucant next door but not 5
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the storerooms where the props were kept and the band wmstru
ments and here there was no Iight and 1t was eenie going up hke
this 1 the dark and the fifth foor up and stop agun and now
over to the toof easy now there was the ledge this was hard to
manage with hagh heels she didn ¢ want to £all just yer 1t was so
cold, 1t was hornbly cold but she would wait one minute longer
Just to think 2 moment more Just to make sure 1t was the nght
moment and be braced——

And not a word to hum not 2 hae nothing  She would leave
hum Iike thus wathout leting hum know that she had not cheated
that she bhad really tried thay whatever she had done was the best
she knew how—rthat there w s no use trying 1t agamn she was all
wrong for hum thats all he had made a mustake 1n picking her
Just as he had made a mustake m pickeng Mnsu It wasn t her faule
and 1t hadn ¢ been Mitsus but Matsu was better off dead thats
what he sud and 5o was she But Mitsu had had 1t casier 2 lot
easier she hadn t seen herself die

‘The parapet was low and she knelt m the snow so she wouldn ¢

Bomibly cold now that her breath was ratthng i her mouth and
het knees were numb
TL

ar
oh
I s au vomg s wrong fet t be nght for by help him
make Garth help hum belp my Dave And help me too God
don t let 1t hurt—— - oh

Her face was suff with frozen tears She ot up dra her
numbed feet and she stamped them hard on tghc xccpd ﬂargrgol;fg She
looked around he m the da k. He foomcps Were marked on the
snow and the th ught came to her to wrye his name there on
that whiteness lus name with hers Clxr.fully she walked to ¢
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mddle of the roof and with her finger drew a lrge et ad
msde 1t like a chuld on a beach, she wrote hus nime and ke
Dave she wrote m big letters and 1 smaller letters because thee

wasn ¢ much room Dido
And then stumbling she ran toward the ledge
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Tve neey lookng all over for you!

But I have been here for half an hour and [ didn ¢ see you sad
Dave  Garth where were you sitting 2

Last table to the nght ~sad Garth. Come and sit with me
Dido will be back m 2 moment Why she must have passed nght
m front of you to go out. She nught have touched you

Dddnt see her  sud Dave dully He sat down and pushed
away from hum the lipstrck stamed glass and the ash tray 1 which
her aigarette was sull smouldering  What a day  hesmd  What
asickening ghastly day! Ouly good thmg—you are here

Yes  sad Garth

And now this thing wath Dido 1 can tell youths  he sud wich
a Jerky attempt at laughmg  No matter what Dido has told you
about me she told the truth Ive behaved like 2 garage hand of 2
Saturday nught I think I think I struck her

She didn't talk much  said Garth  She doesn ¢ want to talk

Dave waved the warter away 1 don t want anything  he sard
Get the check. We re leaving

Thisss mme  sad Garth 111 take ¢ re of 1t

Sorry sadDave My party My wafe hethought Myp ty
not yours Aloud he sud I ppreciate your looking after he like
this She has funny moods ac tmes I well T don t think I always
undertsand. 1 am glad you were he ¢

Yes sud Garthagan Then freramoment  You struck her?

Yes  sad Dave  She sked for 1t She ctually—well not
Iiterally of course—she asked for 1t She fabncates” you know
<k
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wath those tall stones—1 should have scen through it. 1zt damned
sorry now but [just let go [ guessI don ¢ understand womea verf
well dol:

Probably not said Garth

But should It Should men understand women? Is that what
they want? Sometunes I think they o sometumes I think 20 &
don't That 1t 15 better men shouldnt understand women. Wbt
would you have then 1f you all had the same type of sensbibft
A Womens Auxthary a Y W CA

Hardly sad Garth

Well anyway sad Dave 1tsdone
grow up Shemust  all nght all nght
Garth s mquistarve look, perhaps I shall too But 1t
awful day That woman ths morning and your father

Are you operatg tomorrow ¢ sud Garth 1dhketo look:

Be glad to have you sard Dave  You ought to 8¢t your
back m Haven t you mussed 1t Gasth 1 all these months?

Not once  sad Garth

Idontgetit sad Dave

and aver Thope shewl
he added m answer @
has been 2

If1 thought I couldn t £ back 0
surgery that I couldn t enter the operating room agan ncvtrbb N
the feel of the scalpel 1n my hand and the pavent there scmbml!
and doped—and the feel of that first maision when you 3 2
to push aside the curtam and see actuality what you b
should be there—the blue domed cyst, the mmssﬂsccl’tccl 1ak
the CA of the ling—why I don t know what 1 would do
lost I think.
You lovet dontyouz sad Garth.
Yes said Dave Ilovet do—
It s your wholelife  said Garth  That snatural. But D:l ot
What about Dido? said Dave  Whatson your muat?
on out and say 1t Where the deval 15 she anyway? & ad
She said she was gomng backstage to fnen
Garth. She ought to be back any tme 1oW

1 thunk, Dave "
1 m not surprsed  sad Dave dnly Idont blame ber T8
ter 2 hell of a tume P gewy

Youlove your work, sud Garth
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feel about 1, that s the way 1 suppose that she feels about you.
“There 15 nothung else

Well, sald Dave thats fine thats the way st should be I
don t mean that I love my work more than I like her Thats a
stupid companson There 15 no comparsson to be made there My
wotk thats me [ cant think of myself ande from surgery any
more but Dido well shes my wife Thats all

You believe that she loves you?

Yes of course Dontyous Thenherepeated Dontyour as
though seized and possessed by the Jancmating thought  What did
she say to you how did she actz What did she say:

Dontbeanass Dave sud Garth weanly If you don t know
the depths—no wait he said seeing Dave about to speak, hus face
red with anger and dental 1 you don t know the violence with
which she has rejected herself for lave of you then indeed you are
dull you are lacking 1n understanding and you need to stop bemg
yourself and consider and search your monves and her needs
Love hesud rasmg hus vorce above the din of the saxes which
were startmg agam therr throbbung cacophony love1s not enough
Ev;n for God love 15 not enough How could 1t be enough for
Didot

She did say something then  sud Dave controling humself

What did she tell you? Out with 1t since you know wall since
you unde stand 1t so well

She was drunk, satd Garth  and she wasn ¢ talkung to me I
thnk She was talking to herself and didn t know she was speak
ll:lg bShc thinks she 15 pregnant Dave and thunks you don t want

er bab:
P cgynantl cned Dave and 2 man at the tyhle besde them
turned and pomnted them out to his Woman and they Taughed
Pregnant did you say? Go on dontbe ully Thats not 1t thats
another tale She s tryng to make henelf interesung Pr gnant sb
couldn ¢ be—that 15— Where the devil 15 she he sud standing
up Thi s tking t 0 long and the guls are on the stage 3g9°
Come Ga th lets go backstage and find hep
The croon r_sinng on the props i the wings was 6198 ;’:
fingernails while he wawed for slm e, From g distance 3
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checked sports jacket hus face vibrant wth lununous greas fast
under the golden hair and straw hat he seemed only nmeta of
twenty But the tecth were false and the neck, m the opmung of
the shirt was lmed and taut and the lids were brused by by
years of late mights
No hesadm his warm young vosce no 1didn tseeanjoit
A girlz No just the biddies who re on stage now Somy D%
come agamn
Awkwardly they pushed on to the dressing room. The door ¥
open and the wall was Lned wath merors above 2 ‘make-up stk
that ran along the entire length of the room The shelf was cro®
with overmight cases overflowing with make-up Jars tubes bowe
and bottles and the floor was strewn with quickly discarded clotbng
that a coloured maid pale i a grey umform was pucking up
foldng slowly b
Agult shesud straghtening up and rubbing her back w:Il
her frec hand No nobody new Just our people around that$
They don t often come m here the customers 1 mean eusd
She used to be one of your gils sad Dave harshly S
to dance and smg here You should know ber Dido 5
Sure I know Dido  sad the woman her face Iighteomg ™
smule You wouldn t be her husband would younow?
Yes sard Dave
Garth sad  We seem to have !
Do you know where she mught be? 5
In there probably said tghe woman gesturing t0 the wa;}‘f;,
lounge You better ask the matron 1z there. I just take “{:ﬁts ot
room and 1t s enough of a job for me any day with zbc;c scked 9
throwing their things around ~ She bent once more :ﬁ Pme pt
abra Somectimes] wonder shesad where they <
and what kind of home they all had before they “m;; il
She turned to Dave You go in there. Just cal 100 :[M o
Mrs Hansen her name 1s and real nice Shell find ber
on t you wor s
& Mx}; HmscrnyV called Dave from the door ‘:ﬁ,th&;o;iif
lounge Mrs Hansen Ive come to lock for my wie

you seen her

et
ost her somewhere around b
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[ dont know anyone by name sud the woman Im new
here. I you tell me what she looks bike—»

She 15 2bout that tall  sud Dave gestung  dark and thin
She had a Perstan lamb coat-—

chc said Garth,  She wore a hight wool coat a polo coat wath
abelt.

What? said Daven surpnse  She didn ¢ wear her fur coat?

No sud Garth  She wore a polo coat no hat. She nearly
froze all evenng

Thatsltke her said Dave Well 15 she m here::

Shewas sad the woman  Nice youngster poor kid She was
real sick. X took care of her and she got over 1t. She lay down for
a while and after a bit she got up and went. She gave me all she
had m her bag  The woman fingered some coms 1n her apron
pocket. Irwantmuch shesud  but she gavertall

The t 0 men were out of the lounge before she finshed speaking

Where on earth: muttered Dave Where could she have
gone:

Garth returned to the dance floor and scrutinized 1t slow ly Not
mthere hesud  Not at the table anyhow although 1t 15 hard to
see from here

Il ask the doorman  sard Dave He ought to know

No sad the doorman a huge Negro resplendent n gold
brad. No suh, I am ¢ seen no single lady leavin o t of heah. No
smgle lady leaves out of heah tomght. Wese respectable Our
ladies comes wath escorts e added with a laugh which made his
tecth shme 10 2 up-provoking manner Except our own gals of
course and they ain ¢ out yet.

She was one of the Blitz girls at one tme  said Garth.  Could
she have shipped by you without beng noticed »

I'amt moved from here fo the last coup! hours sad the
man - We re real busy tomght and [ am ¢ moved f om here. He
opened the door and looked up and down the streec Nobody s
been out of here, he cpeated without my nonaing  He closed
thedoor Itsures feezmgha d hesad and moreof thes m
tom rrow

‘They retraced therr steps slowly
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11l call home  sud Dave  She zugh be there That flow
knows nothing She 15 at home worrying abour me
1done thinkso sud Gacth. 1dont thunk she s at home
Dave stopped beside the telephone booth and turned squch
on Garth. I don ¢ think you ve been much help hewad Why
shouldn ¢ she be at homet Why don t you thnk sot
She had no miention of retommg home  sad Garth, Wi
she Ieft she threw the keys through the door She Ieft you, Dave
Dave remamed ymmobile and stanng
Tdontthinkso hesad finally [ don ¢ thunk shelet me &
was just talking wasn t she Gasth?
Garth made a gesture of evasion. I dont know be ad ]
dadn ¢ think so esther The only thing——

‘What?
The coat  sud Garth  Why did she leave the fur costt
t 1 Shewouldhave
wve you kept from "‘;
n saving voed yo¥ s
the
rght wit sbout b

Nothmg said Garch 1 didn ¢ say anythmg
when you d be here Id get out and let you two fight
and I didn ¢ think she meant 1t But about che baby— .

Letsgec gomg! sud Dave Where the devil has she 50‘;”;

We might get the house detective a1 Garth He i ! :W

Yes sul sud the Negro doormun, cosming acfoss cdz: o

1t suxe 35 gettng cold and draughty m hute He walked mhqu
escape door and banged st shut.  Some people never know
close a door hesud. No wonder we re all freczng 32
stood beside Dave  You am ¢ found the !:;11)’ yet sub?

She mught have left with another party sult? "

Go to hell sud Dave vmlcnd; and observed with 1
Garths apologetic gesture  Well you would hase <8
wouldn t you a gulm a polo coat? ol

{dont knawg sad dfc black sulfenly yousuda S;‘}::n "
didn't see no grl alone but { never nund what the I otk
They wear all kunds of clothes around heal. But polo co2

guess 1 didn £ see any

ot
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Thanks sud Garth. If you sce one take your nme about
findng 2 cab Detan her Well be around  He shpped the man
atll

Allnght sad the man [ guess T can manage that all nghe

Dave returned from the card room wiping hus forehead Not
there erther hesud.  Curse thus place! I wish this was over When
1 find her—

Please sad Garth remember that pregnancy or even the fear
of pregnancy sometimes brings about a psychic upset——

The dewil you say  saad Dave sarcasnically  Is that what they
teach you 1n the monastery 2

Ifyouwshmetoleave 1llgo sud Garth. 1am anxious to go
anyway 1d like to go to early Mass i the mornng and 1t s nearly
two o clock now

Tamsorry said Dave I didnt mean that atall Garth Im
nearly crazy with worry She s nght here within these four walls
and we can t find ber That s crazy sntats

Youdontthink sud Garth  that she might———o

Mught what?

Idontknow Iam justimagmng sud Garth  but the way
she felt?

Well what do you meanz Might have borrowed somebody s
clothes and be out there 1 the line?

Ne sudGath Iwastthinking that. [ guess we d better call
the house detective after all

ou mean~— sud Dave  Listen there must be a back door
to this jomt a fire escape or somethmg

The fire escape  sa1d Garth  Why the doorman just pushed st
to a minute ago It was aja ——

Together the two men tumed and re ched the door opened 1t
wide and Jooked our Together they s w the broken cy crust on
the steps They stopped  fracuion of second to tudy the small
footprint then w th a cry of angu b Dave ta ted up two by
two on the won staredse and stumbled at last on to the snow
covered roof

Dido! he ened softly at first 1 choked voice and then
Iouder wath all the force of lus hmgs D do! Dido! Drdo!
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Garth swung on to the roof Wat he called to Drve dont
tramp around hike that You cover up the prints
But Dave's eyes were wild  Where 15 shez he cred. Do’
Dido where arc you: He looked about hum 1 the maze o
chumney tops electrc wares and TV antennae Cisscrosing thered,
each wath 1ts puddle of shadow  She's here hesud shesgortd
be here Garth The prmts were gomg up not down—
Watch out  sad Garth agan  let's follow her steps She ezt
this way and now the snow 1s tramped down—
The sky low w 1 1 o f
the aty upon thex I 1 T
Garth ~ disembodied 1 thought saw himseir &8 &~
Dave s apartment looking out on this very roof at hus ovm g%
and Dave—and somewhere around hiding perbaps loolarg &
them malictously evading them 2 step shead of them 2 f
shadows Dido He called her then and stumbled on 2 W€ md
cried out then heard hymself calling alond m the darkoes &
stopped short shocked at the sound of Ius
again and 1 the half ight tried to follow the ma
but they were hopelessly muddled now because 1
Dave could not be stopped
Dave hesad I mustgo down Hisvolee shoo
around he sud He had already gone down 2 fight whes
vorce called um back and he raced to the roof agast
Look! sud Dave Look over there look! &
Garth leaned over the snow A heart  be sud achlds
mg of a heart Dave he read and under the word Dave ¥
letters Dido
11l get a flashlight  he sad
Itsnouse sadDave Shes not here. —
No cried Garth  don t do that Dave He yerked h.:lfvfh"
from the parapet but Dave went back to 1t lcaﬂmzh ok on
body over the ledge unul only Garth s gop held bin & " ]
1n short
1cy surface Dave s voice came to Tum mn spurts
ets of sound. T3
s I sec something  hesad  Isce somethmg—out there=c"
roof below—Garth no!

own voice He 4
Kungs i the 2%
Tus an

x 10k

Daves
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Garth was holding hum flat on the roof now whippmg the
shadows wath hus hands with his arms 11 go down 11l find her
Quuet down get on your feet

Dido! eried Dave, He ran down the fire escape chimbed on the
1cy ratlng and hurled himself on the adjomnmng roof arms out
stretched m the datkness There was a thud and then Garth saw
Ium rse stumbling 20d run toward the slhight dark stam on the
snow Garth hesitated a munute then crossed himself and followed
after Dave

He bent beside Dave Together they pulled gently at first and
then desperately at the shight dead weight which they could not
Lt, Because the blood from her mouth had run mto her hair and
mto her clothes 2nd hair and clothes were frozen hard mnto the
1ce of the roof
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Dave STUIL Was i the operating room. Mately he had fouglt
agamst Garth who did not want hum there Now capped, gV
masked he was sitting on the sturs leading t© the gallery &
a5 possible from the mutilated thing or the t2ble but stl it
same room with her protecnng her with hus preseact defen
her wath lus watchful eye agamst any possible or 1mpossble &
Tessness saymng wordlessly to Tatkkes to Garth to Petra 04 P
Nick, 1am here Iam watchmg Look out ehus 15 my Wife

Vet he could not look at her He had thought e could asstst bt
he could not While he and Garth had placed
table put the X ray casscttes under her head then under bet
and her spine and hups he bad been steady and controlled, obeytts
Garth simply as though he were a student ot feelmg not ¥t
anything pushing away from hus mund all thou his excet dﬁ
pertaning to the motons he had to make Rassing her 0 d“;md
spne would be neither flexed not overestended keepg &
from turning to the side cutting the clothes off be
dress the fimsy shp the underthmgs with the blunt side o
cast scissors agamst her flesh so that he would not 1 s
noted superficually and the thought slammed off the toP © p
bram and was gone that the bizarre outhne of her ngh chest i
due to the fracture of three and perhaps four nbs that shere
undoubtedly a fracture of the nose and perhaps alio of the het
of her knees and hands—yes she must have Gllen on all o
her head had struck. fers

"Lhe technician handed hum the X rays sull duppE bpS el
took them from hus hands  Better Tet me have them

We It have Dad look at them. He 1I know
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Let me see  sad Dave but when Garth walked away with
them, he did not follow
He felt 2 qmck spasm of pan when Nick pushed the rubber
tubing mto her throat and when Dido s face except for the brow
and the closed eyes disappeared under the strips holdmg the tube in
place And at the same ume there was a perceptible surge of relief
as though now that she was covered her face covered her body
covered wath the sheet 1t did not hust any longer 1t wasn ¢ she
any more 1t didn t have to be Dido It could be 1t was somebody
¢ 2 case an acaident case anybody s case Mitsu perhaps but
not Dido He went to her and pulled the sheet closer draped the
screen humself He saw Petra tighten the stnips of tape and Surbu
adjust the gaskets of the anaesthesia tanks
Watch out  he told Petra 1n a brittle lugh voice  Her nose 13
broken Be careful
Petra nodded
Its oxygen youre giving her Thope he sud. Not anaes-
efc,
No  Nick answered I ve got 1t connected 1n case she needs 2
whff
‘What are you usingt
MNitrous oxrde
Petra looked at lum her eyes full of compassion  You re not
gomg toassst  shesad. You cant doat Youre sick.
Im all nght he satd m the same dry distant voice Dont
start the blood untl be tells you.
He walked away picking a path carefully among the winng and
the tubing with which the floor was covered carcfully not touch
’23 the table nor the wstrument trays kecpmng his eyes averted

barely hangig on to the thin edge of consciousness that ke was
with Dido sucked deeper and deeper into the same enormous
darkness 1nto the same srremeduable slecp
Yet tus hips were working hus votee was comng through. He
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Muutes passed and hours Lfetrmes and epochs And still they
* went on working using the same routine words that he had used
thousands of umes before Forceps Hold 1t tighter Cut
plesse  Scalpel the cuttng kind  Nurse antiapate please
Albs forceps Suction  Better start that blood now

Nurse are you standing on the suction tube?  Who the hell 15
standing on the suctionz More oxygen Nick, the blood s too
datk " Hot packs Dont do that Garth you re pulling too
tight boy Relaxabut don ¢ get nervous

And the same notses—the gurglng nonses of the vacuum the
hsssng of the stenlizer the ratthing of the wstruments and the

¢ Jerky asthmanc breathing of Tatkkes

Taikkes not the boss any more not the Old Man not the teacher
but somebody new the magic worker the hero the grant the
good kundly grant of the childhood tales the slayer of fears the
man who d make her well

She wall be well she wall pull through, she cannot go Like dhus
not tonight not thinking that I hated her She cannot leave like
thus she cannot die with the marks of my fingers on her face not
die because I walked away from her when she was coming to me
with all her heart wath all her love

Dido Dido save Dido Give me back Dido Let me make st up
to her let me make her happy Let me make her live

Once he stood up and dragged himself to the su gical table and
then went back quickly to the steps and sat down agam Knees
drawn up head down on folded rms he surrendered himself to
the whulpool.

Nurse suid Tatkkes  you ¢ standing on the suction tube
No:Garth your standing on the suctron tube
Garth hfted hus feet carefully and looked down without relaxing
tus gop on the retractor  No  besaid  Lm not
Petra come on off 1r, gurl Ive got to see wh tIm domg .
‘Youre standing on 1t she sud Its mght under the heel of
your left foot
Damn, hesadandkickedst w y Now Petra goar undg
the other side wall youz I m goug to open the plevra I thik
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That chkefsb *

hacmorthage comes from the pulmonary artery
camp 1t of

seems to be embedded at nght angles 1d betrer
Blood vessel clamps please
The nusse a student domg mghts on Emergency ¥8 wk
awake but she fumbled. Petra reached across to the my T
she sud  Its got a rubber sleeve so the vessel won't be dumsged
1 the clamping
Lectures tomorrow  said Tatkkes Pue1t 1t Garth. No
me Like this Look at the size of thus clot will you? The a7
15 gashed straight through We 11 have to cut off a section andget
clean edge
The nurse slapped another clamp mto his open palm.
Catch the distal end Garth  sud Taikkes 1 get tho 55

n here Thats 1t Now lets hft off the clot cnnsdly sl

whether we ve got st all Jsd
They bent over 1t and watched Tatkkes touchn  the ¥
the chest cavity with the forceps-held gauze-

Self scalcdty sud TukkacP Look i: that, will you! Pﬂ
from the clot from the very size of the haemorthagt sod,l\"i
tear 111 have to wte this up Get that blood gotng B
let 1t flow How many pmts do you have? s

Two said Nick. They Il bnng two mote 1o thsty ‘(’i"‘;

Well be done n thiety munutes ot shell be dead by e

Father! Wath a sharp nod of hus head Garth mdicat
collapsed on s ste;

Hes past hcann};; sud Takkes Iesmp and tuch any™f ¥
ought to know You ve got 1t gomg good boy?

Yes sad Nick.

The pan nurse Petra belp me swth this gook-

Petra shpped her gloved hands under the m;gu]:ttd
filled both of her palms

Gently now £€ don t want to go 1mto fibnllao- Ofﬁ
—the pan Keep the retractors steady Garth 1ant gt
wa .3

’Ith shivering mass was dropped mto the pat And ;;‘h:l
voiee urgent  Blood pressure droppung Its droppin8 el

Adrenalme  sard Taikkes He squeezed the synog®
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thebeart [dont know— Procame  Petra keep duppmng 1t
sttaight on  Push that blood with the pump Nick.

Nick stood up and started the pumping The heart unsyn
. chromzed fought with trpled rate of speed to disengorge 1self
f;xum the backwash of blood Then 1t choked and went mto a long
~ shiver
' Damn 1ts stoppmg Nurse the defibrllator

I need her to work the breathing!

Dave the defibrillator

Dave rose lus f ce livid.

Work the respirator! Snap mto 1t quick!

Dave setzed the balloon and kus knees buckling under hum sat
on the floor presung the rubber balloon with both hands  She's
dead she's dead I kulled her

‘The heart blocked then returned to action once more like a
wild anunal pamcked Spontaneously Garth grasped 1t stroked 1t
steadily evenly steadymg 1es thythm encouraging its beat wathout
squeezing 1t through.

Ul sew up that artery  said Taikkes Keep out of the way 1f
you can Il work fast Perspiration rolled off hus forehead un
nouced  More procame Petra drop by drop whenever Garth
wants 1t

Now  said Garth. The clear drops of flud fell upon the heast

slowmg 1ts gallop
' The defibrllator s ready  sad Petra
Connect and stand by
Ikilled her Ikilled her moaned Dave
Shut u

Wealldid thought Petr  but she did not s y 1¢
Stop1t sad Nick to Dave I can take overnmow WasD ve
smuling  Was he really smulingz O were hus dry lips stuck upon
Tus teeth 1 a grmace of terror: N k bent toward hum and hﬁid
Dave s mask upon us f ¢ quckly  You re pressing too hard, be
sad.  She doesn t ne d all of 1t on each breath.
Breathe her dammnst br ath b Dave had said that morng
What do you think youre d g running b cycle pump?
Let me have t, sad Nick, Ican mamage now One yeon
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the transfusion going full flow one hand on the temporal aney
1 N !

r me D b Te2 QmE
)
ber
ad

Petra would be all nght Had anyone been wim Auls wond

yosterday? Was 1t her husband or her brothers What was it He
conldn t remember Had anyone been with Mtsa 25 they were
with Dido now anxious eager desperate?

The two bodics on the table coalesced 1n tume and became 2
It was as though the day had never been as though ith diwded
consciousness and yet mtent 1 every moton he was relvmng C‘i
exact detal the morming before the job m which he had fal
1 which all of them who were now m the room bad faled ®
various degrees as though wath rronical cruelty they were S‘m
another chance choosing for 2 vicim not one of those who
smned by error by neglgence by omussion but the one Wh:ﬂm
already suffered already pad for the sins of all the new
offerig herself a second time that they nughe test themselyes g8
now to the very lmuts of their bemg  of therr love

The door opened. Petra re-entered the room alo
off her contaminated gloves and took a stenile patt and P‘:; s
on A httle of the talcum fell upon Nicks hands but be oy
rasse Jus eyes She spoke but he was deaf to her vorce f]{; o
drop by drop measuring the blood entering Dudos Vﬂmh;w
urgng the arr mto her lungs matching her breathing wich s ©
He was at work

e She ippe?

H

How 15 she now? asked Petra ‘There were fof b}ﬂi’ ‘1’:& ‘:
open chest wound Garth's moving with every stroke of 1€
and Takkes massve hands workmg with flashung dd““?mbby
carding the needle forceps for the suret fecl of bis ;":“bcm@
fingers attaching one severed end of the artery to the ot cmorc, r
the clamps that wathheld the arculanon. Petrs s on!n;e e
impatience released 1nto a sort of solern tran ry e
hand working without a false motion and without 3 p2
of the cramped space Each stroke of the necd!
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the same amount &f the vessels edge each equidistant from the
other cach equally firm and taut The man with the humcane
temper wath the Aclullean rages was urging bus needle with the
same steady control of a talor pushing fus seam as though death
was not mhabiting the room  prepanng the supreme cleavage One
suture completed knotted and knotted agan Petra clipped off the
silk Another suture and a third and another and another Tatkkes
taking advantage each time for the msertion of the needle mto the
tough and shppery tissue of the momentary nise of Garth s hand
nding the crest of each heartbeat.

Because the siuous 1mpulse was taking shape Instead of the
mute buzzing under his hand 1t was nsing a bit reaching a peak,
echowng 1ts own 1mpetus and falling as 1t should, after the deeadful
suspense of 1ts pause and startng agamn weak, wobbly but of 1ts
own motion

Petra saw Garth detach hus hand slowly letung 1t hover above
the battered struggling thing unwilling to accept nght away the
testimony of hus fingers For a moment all three of them watched
with breath arrested the hesitant but self-created of
the resurrected heart Then Taskkes chipped the 1 st suture

Well close her up  he sad  Peta go tell Dave There1s a
chance She may pull through

He was sittimg half sprawled on the cart ontside the door the
cart which had brought Dido from the entrance to the oper tng
room His hips were blue and his face bad the grotesque foured
pallor of 2 mume streaked across by the unceasmg ploughing of
hus nails He looked at Petra cringmg from her mn terror of what
knowledge she might bong him

She 1s all mght so far  sad Pews  They are closng h chest.
She It be out of there m a few munutes

She s all nght: She I hiver

Ithink so Dave shesad gently Dave you must pull your
self together you mustn ¢ gave 1n Iike thus_She Il need you soon

He shivered Imeold hesud I dhnk shes going to die

No shesud dontsay that dont thuk it D ve. She sur
vived alot. Sh sa tough kil thing
-95



He put lus hand across hers Dont he sad Im afiad 0

think—

She took hus hand and held 1t reassurmgly urgme with o bt
might some of her warmth and farth mto hum  She Il beallnght
she said over and over knowng that the sound of her voce dat
any commonplace she might utter would soothe hum, el bs
fears and bring hum back to samty Soon she 11 be m her zoom.
You Il be with her you I see her wake up

She doesn t want to  he sard as a chuld protests wateag® ke
contradicted  She doesn t want to hive She waats to di ke &
1t herself And 1f she dies I cant go on Iwantto be with het lv;
got to have a chance——  He shuvered agun Perra 1 of
of her!

But what happened? she said not canng really guesog
W

It was Matsu \

Mitsu agan the unforgiven

No Divc it wasn t I?’htsu No more than Takkes of Nuck, o
myself— it

Ttwas Mitsu  hecried  Because Iklled Mitsu. Becansel
care She wanted me to know she wanted me o find out 1havs
" hecned all nght Ive found out but for what? 1F she s 48
now her heart has stopped and she 15 dead— £

To break the so1l to open 1t wath the sharp edge of pan, o
sod 18 too dense too tghtly grown open 1t for the lovo;s:
seed to give 1t frmuon to make it hve 0 make 1t beas ]
herself unknowmgly had borne sorrows that were pot hess o
given breast to the famished and now had to move away ©
her own fulfilment ourst

Dave she sud  you must take heart Please brace ¥ o
Look get up! They are through They want the cart, they ¢
to brng her out
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Garta was alone The door mto the room where Dido was resting
bad been left apen and from hus station m the hall he could see
agamst the window slowly emergng mto hght Daves outline

v
e Jaws had relaxed and the brused and broken hands not yet
encased 1 plaster but hghtly and rapidly cleansed and bandaged
were not so ngidly held aganst the massive dressing of her chest
Across from Dave 2 nurse hurrtedly awakened and dressed her
cap planted squarely on the quartered and drawn curl pattern of
her har was checking blood pressure and pulse the duals of the
tanks and the dnip of the intravenous setup
N ha. o =

the tedious hours of the winter dawn he prayed yet the prayer
had brought no peace

He was alone 1 the dreadful aloneness of the unwanted and the
ma ekl oa o

before whom the battle occurs holding clasped hus useless hands
not knowing i the tumult the vicrors from the vanquished

And yet, under hus hand he had left the pulse of fe He clo ed

hus eyes over the remembrane  Because 1t was to kun that 1t had

been given 1o reeall that woman from the dead because the gift

of Iife had been placed within hus palms to mfuse 1t once more

mto that £ om which hfe had been withdrawn Ano:h:(*mm
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Hornsby Sandstrom hus father humself would have dove 25wl
r IL -1 A b had havpened B
Tands,

aed 0

old the bread to Lft the chalice of euchanstc wie £ pold aloft
¢he mantmate substances and have them mvested with the mefable
Presence the God self-given unto hus mortality 1am ot wordy
Lord Domsne non sum dignus
Instead of God His creature the least of them the foolsh M(
dalene the woman who nather beheved ot hoped, the 5‘“"“:
the one unforgivable sin_ that of despair Not the blood and bodf
of Christ but the vamn heart of the sclf secker of the pubh&:n‘
thus had been placed into hus hand s had been the gt 4%
symbol the command given hum the way of bfe and the msw;:
All duning that mght he had been given the oppcrt\lmyn'; . :
her on the edge of her despar to reach through het € :ung
swce she was turnng to hm for an explanatton for the m =
of her disgrace but he had not dared He had ot knOW:: &
words he had suffered from human pude ke had rcsmiwm
mockery with which she clothed her need he had lacked it
phaty with which the chuld of God should look upon bs r:]?}
he had stayed with her as the brutish bodyguard 51275 mz e
witless and the crimmal  but he had refused to touch the ‘]’:‘do ol
able In the only Words she knew she bad asked for s ﬁ': b
he had refused not the love of the flesh that he could pot ©*
the warmth of Ius heart which had nothing t© gve chances 1
And God m His patience had given bun 3 second ot
allowed hum, when all was lost, to ¢ I her back no lonfc: e
the exercise of hus judgment nor of hus condempation D¢
tedious labour of hus hands He had placed her cart u}:a:k fom
and pulse by tedious pulse permtted b t 2
among the dead to life to re-enact the muracle of heade s 0%
each contraction of hus hand Ius father s band W3S wThc "
Thegift the command and the symbol The #ay Orfj’[;m o tovir
He rose and silently entered the room- The nu 511 haveto®

hum She shook her head  Not yet she sud.  We '

2 while
o8
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Sittng bestde the bed, unshaven and haggard, Dave was waitng
Silently Garth withdrew
In the monastery chapel hus yesterday brathers were kneeling
1n the arduous reaches of contemnplation, each 1n his separate and
particular dedication  each, face unseen mame forgotten fesh
gnared, nsng step by step conquenng the steep mdhmes of the
sacred motmtam, He alone unworthy
“I'wo men went up snto the temple to pray the one wasa Phan
sceand theothera publican The Pharisee standing prayed thus—
ukch 15 sher sad Taikkes Have you been m and felt her
pulser
Taikkes had slept an hour and then showered and dressed agam
From somewhere m the dark ktchens of the hosprtal food had
been brought to hum. His breath smelled of coffee If hus body re
sented the fangue of the mght there was no trace of 1t now on his
face, The soldier welcomed the fight. He was strong he looked fit
Her pressure 1s rsmg sard Garth.  Father I think she Il hive
Shed better  sad Taskkes We did a good job on that gul.
He went mto the room and closed the door
~—2nd the publican standing afar off would not so much as
Lft up hus eyes
Takkes emerged. Ithmk you re nght, hesad  Butst will be
along while Dave will have a long stretch of, t. Have you scen
the X rayse
No sud Garth. I dont think I want to Not just now
Father
Tatkkes stood beside Garth, locking down at bus son sitting on
the Chinese sertee of the hall, hus legs stretched before hun.  Son
hesaid  what have I done to yout
What? saud Garth.  What are you talkang about Father
Yesterday  sad Takkes  you were happy doing what you
wanted nothing much you understand from our po nt of view 1
mean—~thst of a saentist—but stll what you wanted And today
wht mTe~ ~ . !

181t to you? Perhaps you are nght son. Forget me Go back
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No sad Garth. Father do not thunk of 1t any more. Lambere
and I shall stay T have sad 1t before and [ say 1t agam. [ shall say

How long? said hus father  You will be tred of it

Forever sud Garth  This 15 my place 1 know it no¥

Taikkes sat down besrde sm.  But you were happy there be

sud. Will you be happy here?

1 thuink she will live  said Garth

But 1f she doesn ¢ They dont always you know

Iknow sad Garth But if she doesnt— He clasped b
hands Others will need you Father and need me And we

¢ Here hesud

try agan
His father plunged a hand mto hus coat pocke
¢ to me last 218

there was thus letter for you Umberto gave 2
after you had left
Garth glanced through 1t and sought the signature From D
Johnston he sad He held 1t out 2 httle way so that they mght
‘both read 1t together and having read Garth remaned sleat
Well said bus father  does that mean anythung to you
No Idont thik so sud Garth slowly 1dbnet turk
about 1t I am surprsed
Bah, sud Takkes Psychuatnsts The bunk a
4 Garth smiled Takkes was himself agaim, forgetun Jus 0¥
* angussh of the past how he humself had tumned to Jol
Jast recourse trusting and hoping and how he had wod-
know he repeated I don ¢ think so Not now Whent
Tatkkes eyes were questoning Not now be sad
When I am dead? et
Garth stood up No  hesad  not when youre dead, Fa
When I will have learned Slowly stzmng/fmm the botror, OP:‘!}
ing my eyes listenng and leaning to speak not defendiog ‘lnl)n"!
any more as | have always done as1am doing now When
Jearned to Live.
Youre crazy sud Takkes [know it Ive always i‘,“ov: :f'
But that s all nght 111 look after you And you lookf l;‘.: The
The gift the command and the symbol The way ©

answer
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Hyarmar Tarerss left the surgeons elevator turned the corner mto
the lobby and collided wath Sarbu Hey you hesad

Sorry  sard Nick then carried by his impetus continyed run
nng through the lobby

Hey you  repeated Takkes with force -

Nick stopped and tumed 2round

Where are you gomg at this hours Tatkkes squnted at the
clock above the desk and gaveup What time 15 1t2

Nearly five o clock, said Nick

Where do you think You are gomng 2

Lam doving Petrahome  sasd Nick [m gong to get her car

Petra! Petra indeed! Listen to lum wall yout said the old man
bellowng to the empty reaches of the hall Listen to that you
punk you cockerel you young fish ass ‘you arrogant atrocity un
born yet £ om your mother s belly! Who do you thik you arc?
Cushing ¢ Charles Mayo: Ochsner or Hjalmar Tarkkes:

Siey

When will you have the decency you young first year squi ts
t0 address the sensor attending staff by therr proper uitles anstead
of mcknames s though you were speaking to the laundress or the
elevator gurls? Dr Theodora Petrie to you unlimbed tadpole and
don t you dare forget at!

Yes st sud N ck, hus blazing bla k eyes fixed upon hus chs £
mfiry Andnow if[m Yy go—

And another thing Look t you—no shut no tie, mangy

sweater under your coat Have you no money t‘q buy yourself de-
P



he asked taking Petras arm and walking dovn the steps of the
hospital preceded m one bound by Nick, tense 2gam and ea-
perated 1 came down 1m 2 cab of course I couldnt wake 3p
Muller at that hour and I abommate the smelly thugs 1d raver
be taken bome m a hearse At least they nde smooth !

How do youknow: sauid Petra Thisisit Here weare: wil
you nde 1n front?

No sad Tatkkes 11l ride 1n back with you Take me hont
first Nick. Tell hun where I live Petra 1am so tred, Icnttdk
any more

Seventy Sixth and Park  sad Petra

She leaned forward from the back seat and put het keys 10 b
hand The fatiguc of the mght was at last catching up with them
What was 1t she had said the nught beforet Ivebada hard day
[wanta bath Iwane to go to bed and sleep  She hadn £ had nme
for much sleep

He Nick felt wonderful He was nsing wth the sun his brother
untouched by fatigue clearheaded and strong He fele strong h“’
hus finger tips strong enough to go through ten days and 18
Iike the last ught had been wthout stoppmg for sleep watbost
wasting time on stupid love-robbing sleep be felt equal 0 ¢
koo 1F1 of patients to a dozen Petras He felt hﬂd&)’ (’)’;d

o5,
and be d take Petra home He s [eave her m the v y g
and then later m the day perhaps he d call ber up of he had time

Nick where are we gong? he saed

Nick woke from his daydreammg wath a start. Home
and then recognrzed where he was Sldat

Along the nver sir hesud  Irs such a pice sunnse wo!
you like to watch 1t commg up? obe

To hell with the sunmse  sad Tatkkes  When you B T

t to ¢
my age you ve seen all the sunnises you ever wan ool
around Doctor and take me home as fast as your w
o
w;zy;l made 2 U turn on the deserted dnve Dope be sard to u*
sIf T could have kept that bright 1dea for later for Petra.
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They were talking together now m short unhurnied sentences
Gossipmg quietly like peaceful old women who rummate cach to
berself' the events of the day before Tatkkes relving step by step
the operation on Dido the lesion the broken bones the prerced
blood vessel and the extraordinary luck of the massive haemor
thage sealing the puncture because the blood loss was so great 1t
had no place to go and Petra was nodding yes yes 1t was won
derfal 1t was extraordimary yes he had done a stperb job yes 1t
would have to be written up  yes 1t had to be seen to be believed
Stull was a Tucky man

*Yes he 15 2 lucky man and T suppose Garth will talk about
miracles  said the Old Man with an apologetic laugh  But 1t dhd
seem a muracle really It was touch and go wath that gul Even
noOw—o

Nick brought the car to a stop before the massive three-stotey

ouse.

But shell kive wontshe: hesad. She wont die now Dr

es?

Shell ive sure shell live sad Takkes don t wory about
1t tadpole. I am taking Ium on my service  he said to Petra roll
g humself out of the car and helping Petra through the door I
think he s the kind 111 get along wath I think you are nght hes
a good boy hes really mterested Well see 1f we can teach hum
surgery Stull and Garth and I Come on up 111 feed you some
breakfast and you too Nick, you must be starved

He rang the bell and before 1ts peal had ceased the door was
;Ecncd by Umberto fully dressed and impeccable m hus black

o

Umberto get us some breakfast  sud Tarkkes nddmng hamsclf
of Ius coat and scarf Scramble Il the egg you ¢ got mn the
house and find us some b ddock or s me kv r He followed
Umberto mto the kuchen and w tched him ta ¢ the percolator
and break the eggs neatly m the bowl with hands that were firm

once more and agile in their wo k

n
They were alone now but ther aloneness was to P;m : C;C e
stramt and n outrage She s t down n th oom whete
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That's good I like enthusiasm You can t do anythmg wiho t
enthusiasm  Mackerel Petraz More toast Umbero Nothsg
worthwhile I was telling that suuster Jobnston that psychustrst
you know the man who was here the other day that enthusasens
the rarest of qualites among our young men today Look atGuth
Yes Imean it look at um He s always had everythiga the pilm
of hus hand so notlung means anything to hum any more, be koo
st all he understands 1 all so much so that we all bored 5o
1sncitso Umberto?

Yes sic  said Umberto amubly a wide imdulgeat gnn =
covenng s strong white teeth

You see even Umberto nouced 1t And Stull, 3 fagidatt 2
1ce plant Poor fellow how fast he crumbled! T wonder what ::P;
pened really between him and hus wife. You spoke 10 hume,
you? Did he say anything 2

No sad Petra I think the gl tried to commit surcade ¢

Naturally she did  sard Tarkkes One doesn t chmb o ’N:o
absentmmndedly on a mght like that But why? Do you w21t

know why .
Why: said Petra forang herself to lsten and to seem
terested N

A man

Because she s married to an 1ce plant thats why
out the quality of enthustasm that s just what I was
In private hfe as well as m s profession.

Ob, comenow shesad  Stull s a termfic worker ar

I did not say he wasnt  sad Tatkkes reaching fof the ey
malade I only sad there 1s no joy no exatement of dusco "
no passion mn 1t Theres the cold mtellectual capacty for :m
with the head and wath the hands It doesn t proceed 05 ot
said Takkes strang hus abdomen wath force 1t does B9 v
from the heart and the entrals I have always sudy Seull 182
without entrals Petra and that 1s a grave handicap 0 have
bom without entratls

telling Yo

1 presume youre nght  she said best
You are damed night, I'm night, sard Taikkes ’i‘:bﬁ:m 5
would have made a magmficent surgeon When I'm oug yous

young Nack 11l start traimng Umberto Unberto §
308



kmves onc of these days 11l teach you how to carve More coffee
please and bring me some hot mulk, This ik 15 cold.

Yes ur  sud Umberto disappeaning

Now Nick has enthusiasm,  sud Takkes He has feelings
He reacts His face 15 shve He lives he suffers he collapses he

creates H w1 L1l make something
of um

Yes

But you are not happy though are yous What 15 the matter
Petra? Has something gone wrong 1 can ¢ tolerate 1t 1f somethung
has gone wrong for you Iam bappy Iam so damn happv 1
L

b @ ulw Ll 2 Dew co
Honolulu: Tell me please Petrs
Dont be absurd Tarkker
nothing I need And I resent the
new and Lam very p oud of ¢
And a very good little car 1t 15 100
= o

2, a stang of peatls a tmp to
1t would give me great pleasure
sud Petra laughing  There 15
2spersion on my car It 15 brand

sad Takk B onn 2

e ey U totamg
Would you like to get marned 8Un  sad Takkes Do you
miss your good man Howard 2
Hetb sad Petra  Herb Nuchols from Ho
would stop talking bout my gettng mapn,
heze the other mghe you most cloquendy
Hetb I sard no then and | 53y 10 now
And I say all good women should be marned  said Taskkes
with feclng It gneves me to seq ¥OU wathout 3 husband Al
good surgeons are married the mey, £ Women and the wom ©
men Idontmast bout Herh be addeq drasnung bus cup 20
wipmg hs lips with vc;l:cmcnc:1 €Herh 15 3 boge liok r
Lve been propo ed to  sad peyy, almost involuncanly
o doubt you have  sad T,
Pores a4 Tk g e
Recentlys asked Takkes

ward 1w h you
ed agan When I was
told me to go b ck to
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Very recently
Not the hittle boy with the jug ears?
Yes sad Petra  The httle boy wath the jug ears
Well sud Tukkes Well well welll And he sued 0
faugh He pushed hus charr back from the table and laoghed =4
laughmg rose froo: hus seat and comng to Petra paned b
shoulder Congratulations  he sad  Thus 15 2 kall. The femue
fatale the cradle snatcher che siren of the kindergorten. Pems
aten t you ashamed of yourselfz
Yes shesad lam
You aten ¢ considering hum sexously?
Of course not  she sad
Is he 1n love wath your
She made a gesture asof to say who knows?
Well hesud I liked the boy before now I hike hun e
much His taste 1 women and mmne comade
Please Takker
Please Takker he mumcked Can Ihelpitsf! ke yos
and can he help 1t 1€ he Likes you? 1 tell you what  he sud d"“ﬁ
hus chair beside her and sitng down agam  you can t Aty ol
boy Petra He 1s too young for you but you mght marty &°
then we It adopt lum
That she sad 15 a ternfic 1dea Tarkker wel
Thats nght he sud  We ll provide a home for Bm;m o
rub hum down we Il smooth hus rough corurs 11 g% ot
genius for surgery you Il grve ham your genst for peagle. T
we Il make a masterpiece
And what about Gartht  she asked back
Garth? But I ve got Garth out of hus monastery and b ot
the world He 15 stncere about 1t 1 krtow hets Tam not g"mg\m (
hum to my apron strngs to the stungs of my surglﬂlé:w‘
have some sort of an 1dea he 1l find himself som:fbmgb [kt
lead well peshapsstasn ¢ the nght one but at any rate B¢
out It
* Takker sud Petra moved by the change m h“;"‘;[:?:
remembering the man she had tried to console a few mghts
I think that s wondeful. I m so happy
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But you are not happy no  hesad I am senous Will you
marry me Petra? Will you come to me and stay as long 25 we both
Iive and until death sets you free? Wil you consider 1t wath all
your beartz Could you look upon me as a husband or am I ndic
ulous too: headded seemng the expression of pam cloud her face

Am [ nidiculous as the hirtle boy was nidiculous and both for the
same reason because he 15 too young and because I 2m too oldt
Petra turned away from um  Why dudn t you ask me the other
dayt she sud 1 so low a voice that he could hardly hear her
Why didn t you ask me before I slept with lum:
And putting her face n her hands she burst mto tears
Takkes who was about to highe a aigar put 1t down

D you: hesadslowly Did you: Did youhave to Petra:
He sighed Isee hesad. Iamafool Yes he repeated 1t
makes sense now  He watched her cry silently mopping her tears
with the rumpled napkin. A fool  hesard 2 damned fool

He got up and walked along the room Dont cry Petra he
sad It doesn t help a bt If you don t Iike the fellow hell get
over 1t 1t doesn t need to spoil anythmng for um [1 find um
another spot You don ¢ need to see hum agan

She did not answer Tears real tears of embarcassment of self’
pity of fatigue of exasperation were rolling down her cheeks
which she kept mopping with her napkmn then givmg up she
leaned her face agawnst the table and sobbed openly

Tarkkes watched her cry feeling more hurt than he thought 1t
possible,

Damn  hesad  damn you Petra stop 1t wll you? Damn
You anyway What devil possessed you to get m bed with that
punk: Will you stop crymg girl will yous

Umberto entered then stood hovenng uncertamly besid  the
table Tatkkes waved hum way then call d hum b ck. Matches
hecried  Can't you see I have no m thest

Here  sud Petra through her sobs bftng to hum her £ cz
tumefied by tears She pushed her Lighter toward Tatkkes ans

ts the
hough
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I dudn ¢ care about you, Edo Good heavens! I tell youIam ready
to marry you if you st but what the devi! did you thuok yoe
were domng a schoolboy practically and an unusually parve onc#t
that! I -was here after all1f you fele you had 0 have—

Please Takker shesad. It wasn ¢ that sort of thing at all

But what was st then?  sard Takkes hus vorce nsng o spef
the effort he made at self-control  You know perfectly well hat
you cannot assoctate wth the mterns and residents Do X
e don t run that sort of a jomt at Musurus' No women ¢
lowed n the boys tooms I don t caref they drink and ply b
but you re on the seaff after all and what the hell did you
you were domng

Iknow it sud Petra her face mn ber hands

Well then!

Well then he repeated after a moment
all You re old enough to be his mother

She did not answer

Did you tell am you were old enough to be Jus mother?

No saudPetra Idid eell um the truth. I told u [ was ey
seven He sud he doesn ¢ care that he wants 1o marty me s

That just goes to show how immature the boy 18 sud T b

That s damn awkward Petra. What am I t0 do with the b7

now?
Nothmg sud Petra Do what you were g5 to dosay™™"
11l get out o

The hell you will  said Tatkkes enraged. You think I:h s
you overboard which you deserve anyhow for an uI™:
tern with the stnk of the dissectng room sull about lum? -

Hes a resident, sud Petra. Hesmota medical studests
an wntemn d lf

That s nesther here nor there said Taskkes lmp:ncnbo?ﬂhl
you don t want me to do something about 1, then you ¢ pers
have told me ‘That s wrong I ve got some feeling for )°r‘:d s
You ve belonged to me as no other woman evet bas 1 n
strongly about you [ feel—the hell wathat! e sud !umﬂl‘: e
chatr so that he had hus back to her and was Jooking T
coward the window  Youre the wosran for ™€ ¥
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always been no matter what life did to me, there was always my
Petral

” AndIwashappynow he cried tummng violently and strikmg
themblewrthh £ 7w+ £

getts

stretcu of nappmess such asit1s before me and you have to bong
me your asuune affawrs wath students and your peratent tears
What the el can you do about your httle man? One thing only
1 don t want any part of him. You can tell hum that for me Let
hum seek hus fortune elsew here

You dont mean that, sud Petra alarmed Don't say that
Tarkker don tlet me interfere with hus future

You re damn toonng you are  said Taikkes puffing funously
on bis aigar You dont expect me to father your lovers do
your

Look said Petra Takker dontlook at 1t this way I—

What way do you want me to look at 1t Did you slecp with
fum yes ormot

Yes yes yes sud Petra her hands nigd m her lap

Taikkes got up He walked up and down the toom stopping and
glinang down the street from the window Peira s car was at the
kerb and m the car Nick So he 15 wating for her he thought
ragingly He will wart a long nme He ll find out what waiung
means when the woman 15 my woman A thoughe as sudden as 2
slap brought hm back to the t ble  Petra  hesaid  did you tell
Nick about us?

No shesad of coursc not How can youask?

He shrugged His joned hands behind hum he resumed lus walk
back and forth through the room. The woman w 3 spent She dd
not need a scene she needed rest she needed comfo t and kindness
She needed the reass rance of a few words of kindness She 1ad
made her confession and now she wanted to be forgnen He could
not let her go like thus and b could not find the v o ds nor $c
gesture It was punful to look at he  The sound of the voice the
shape of b clips herhar ven her hawr &1 ed and dispinited bczuse
of the mught s work and the night s love w & intolerable to hum.
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strect from 1ts low birthplace m the sky was sharp and bn Bebut
brought no warmth Ten minutes afier seven. He could wat?
fow munutes more There was a hup puning o ‘hours perbaph
2 break for coffee then a hystercctomy with Dr Proudsi: That
would take care of the momung Petra had a case scheduled 52t
Tatkkes was gong to do a radical dissection but e was 20t
sigaed to that onc It didn t matter He d rather not e her durng
surgery He stretched his cramped legs sideways o the scat 2
picked up the journal agamn The anaemia article was 3 v @
volved one the classic anacmias which were not lasac after
divisions and subdivistons classifications and subclassificanons st
where splenectomy had helped and others where 1t should bzt
and did ot And why The arucle rranslated from the Tl
read badly and went on for ‘hundreds of pages Be flipped "
over and stopped to look at the pictures little dark chuldzes ¥
shy faces and enormous protruding belhes where
liver and spleen awkwardly drawn 10 mk on th ook
demonstrated the pathology And the Tong studies of the bloe
pictures column after column of differen
was so damn much he didn ¢ know
What was Petra domng with “Tarkkes up there ¥ Y s
wanted him to have breakfast with the Chief? Why 1ot ‘;m o
cup of hot coffee? Were his manners bad had be wolfed ;@
tus food too rapidly m the Fatchen this morning? Had she -
displeased ¢ What would Tatkkes Jo should he find 0t ab%“‘
What were they domng there together? Tarkkes had want®
to stay 1t was she who had put Tum out Petra Why? padbee
When he woke up he knew The dark suspreion swhich d
brooding withmn hum the Jast day and mght 20 vhi s
1o tme o heart to acknowledge made 168 WY through B8 T
mg will mto his mmnd and stabbed hum 1t0 € “deu”
and Taikkes Not lus Petra Tarkkes Petra. He the mknoﬂ‘
woman she the woman wathout a man Workng togethet I
1ng cach others hfe shanng secretly thert leftover 0“”’“0“,
rose to hus bips which Nick did not evend hear Now—ﬂ°‘;m b
Now having sent me ont now aftera mght with me

hum——

onsC10’
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Wirthout knowmng what he was domg he jumped out of the car
and ran up the steps and as he was pressing the bell the door
opened and Petra came out with her everyday face with an every
day hat on her head wrthout surprise at seemng him there with
her everyday vorce saying  You should not have warted for me
Nick I didn ¢ realize——

Sombrely shaking stll he followed her to the car Ins mund
divided between the thing he knew and the wotnan he saw but
the knowledge was more forceful than the fact and he dared not
look at her

put the keys i the
g “ws o ulWE 4 Lm gong home she sad Dr
Tatkkes wants to see you this mornmg Can you come back to
see im:
No  he said 1n such a vorce that she turned and looked at lum
but ke did not meet her cyes
What s 1t Nick: she sud 2 Lidle diference appeanng now
n her voice a different tone that he did not want to hear 2 tone
almost of alarm of fear Bat 118 impossible she was thinking He
doesn t know He 15 furtous because he has warted so long
Will you call bum thens  she sad  He wants to talk to you
No sud Nick I will not call
She drove on meeting the traffic of the early workers and she
did not have to say anything for a moment Then the silence be-
tween them grew and becam 3 chasm, Don t you want to spetk
to Takkes? she sud after 2 while because 1t had to be clanficd
ths thing had to be explored and if possible cleared up and she
Was in 1t now There was no backing up  Tarkkes has some plans
for you that he wants to discuss
Lhave notlung to di us vith bum
That was 1t then He had found our He bnew Perhaps the
servantst No th serv nts were too discreet 1o engage tn £OSIP
with a stranger even1f Nick w re nop—— . But whatd Isle kﬂz:
about him about lus chat cter about hus backgroun 1 ’b"”lsn
sort of man he wast A hatp pang stryck deep witlun her 352
knew bus voice she knew his lov  She would sever ce % 10 5
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will make your way without fus help If you hike what
offer [ beheve he wll belp you and he has much to give.

And 1f you stay on and work vath Tum, she thought, b
thought touched her only hightly Twall have to gi¥¢ bimep
not marry hum because the Lie I am saying 15 bmdn mefo
because 1 wall not shatter myself before the boy whe Joved
Even later cven 1n a yeat of ten years [ will not g1ve
toshy she was decerving me [ Yave been decewved by e
1loved

His face was alive now with shattentng sorrow and

Petra hesud  please tell me It docsn £ matter really
doesn t matter but tell me am I wrong?

She got-up She was extremely tred She W3 tred 10
She was Lkmp and empty but she had to say 1t 68% mote
having sud 1t she sad good bye to the boy she sad goot
am with kindness and emphancally and forever She
out of her room Then she showered sluasg herslf v
letting her harr be drenched and her facc and bet P2 B
dresscd and called to the housckeeper for the mawd- She
of the house found her car and started 1t Anda e be
oclock gowned gloved and masked she entered
room






